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P R E F A C E 


The TRANSLATOR. 


SDXXKXKD OO * true and faithful 
SS 1 pictures of life and manners; 

3288 to place Virtue in the moſt 

amiable, and Vice in the moſt 

| odious light; to deduce rational. pre- 

cepts from natural examples; and to a- 

mend the heart in improving the mind: 
Such appears to be the truly moral de- 
ſign of the following letters; in which, 
the ingenious Author, by diſplaying a 
Vol. I. a delicacy 


n PREFACE. 
| delicacy of fegtiment and eaſe of expteſ- 
jon, almoſt peculiar to writers of her 


moſt convincing proofs of the powerful 
and pleaſing efficacy of the united efforts 
of ſenſe and ſenſibility. 

: ' Preceded by the writings of two ſuch 
+ maſters as Richardſon and Rouſſeau, theſe 
Letters of Madam Elie de Beaumont will 
indeed lie under all the diſadvantages of 
a partial compariſon and imputed imita- 
tion, If they do not poſſeſs, however, 
_ all that ſpirit and vivacity we meet with 
in Clariſe, or equal the nerve and pathos 
we find in Eloiſa, they are, on the other 
hand, neither ſo minute and trivial in 
their deſcription, nor ſo prolix and te- 
dious in their narration. With regard to 
conſtruction of fable, probability of fact, 
and propriety of character, this work is 
Alſo leſs exceptionable than either of the 


PREFACE i- 
admired pieces abovementigned. Again, 
in point of | ſtyle and compoſition, theſe 


Letters are held, by good Judges, to hs 


equal, if not ſuperior, to both. 

The allowed merit of this performance, 
therefore, will be a ſufficient apology for 
the Tranſlator's attempt to render. it into 
Engliſh. As he does not flatter himſelf, 
however, that he hath always ſucceeded 
in transfuſing the eaſe and elegance of 
the original into the tranſlation, he hath 
only to hope, that he hath done the fair 
Author as little injuſtice as the nature of 
the caſe would admit. He muit beg leave, 
nevertheleſs, to except from this inſinua- 
tion, ſeveral of the Letters in the ſirſt Vo- 
lume; with the tranſlation of which he 
was obligingly favoured, from the ele- 
gant and maſterly pen of the TR ans- 
LATOR OF ELOISA. 
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de Roſelle. 

$444N ITED by that tender friendſhip, / 
2 0 which you, my dear brother, as 

434 8 4 well as myſelf, have always bought: 

eſſential to our happineſs; v 

love is become ſo dear-to me, that the leaſt 

coldneſs or indifference cannot fail to give: 


me the moſt mortifying uneaſineſs. I HT = 


endeavour, therefore, not to expoſe myſelf to 
ſuch an event. You know the ſentiments of 
my heart, and I am too well acquainted with 
yours, to think I ſhall commit my act of 
e AB: - Indiſ-! 


224 


Paris, Now, 18. * 0 


os 
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cr in conjuring you toexplain the 
= late behaviour. 
You have quitted the apartments I 4 
for you, near my own; you are gone to 
at ꝗ diſtant part pf the town; I ſee qu 
not ſo often as T uſed to do; I know not- 
but I fear -I am alarmed perhaps without a 
reaſon---I wiſh'I may be ſo happy as to find 
my. apprehenſions groundleſs. Are af- 
fetions, my. dear brother, unchIhged ? 
Satisfy my heart in this particular; that 
heart which you have at all times found fo 
tender and affectionate. Perhaps the ad- 
vice, I taak the liberty to give you, was 
diſpleaſing. But, reflect that I am your 
ſiſter; nay, that I am more than a ſiſter; you 
— haye neither father nor mother to direct 
vou, and are Juſt entered into life, The 
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Cops, to: vou now belong, will ne- 
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cellanily bring you acquainted with a num- 
berof young people, who will influence you 
te mak of their pleaſures, and of the 
A young man, who, at the age of twenty 
years, finds himſelf, like you, his own maſter, 
Precipitated into the vortex of the world, and 
ita allurementa, ſtands in need of advice: 
— ak to receive nor to aſk 

it, 


FFF 
Is it poſſible for you to have any real 
Fen ? Solid friendſhips are not contracted 
at your age. The attachments of youth are 
warm and violent; the moſt adviſeable, 
however, are the more prudential, You, 
my dear brother, have but one friend; a 
tender, afincere friend; one that hath had 
more experience than yourſelf, and merits 
your utmoſt regard: And can you neglect 
her ? I have ſpoken to you on the ſubje& of 
marriage; perhaps the propoſal was diſ- 
pleaſing ? But I did not pretend to lay you 
under any reſtraint: Real tenderneis and 
true friendſhip are never imperious ; they 
propoſe, but exact nothing. I conceiyed * 
was ſpeaking to you of an honourable and 
advantageous eſtabliſhment: I muſt own to 
you, I ſhould be glad to ſee you married. 
You owe that duty to your name and 
family ; your heart is honeft and ſuſceptible : 5 
You cannot fail, therefore, of being hap 
in ſuch 2 connection with an amiable. 
deſerving woman. In ſaying this, my dear 


brother, I regard you as my ſon; will, you 
not forgive my ſolicitude ? I have heſitated 


long 


about writing ; as I ſhould have rather 


choſen to come to a perſonal explanation 
ys cn te Ke But this, I per- 


ceived, 


=_ 


4 LETTER II. 
ceived,. you ſtudiouſly avoided. Anſwer me 


ten freely; open to me your whole heart, 
28 a friend, a brother, a ſon; reſting aſſured 


your — ſiſter. 


err I. 
| 01 . FOI de Roſelle to Madam de 


- Saint-Sever. 

; W. ENCE, my dear fiſter, theſe ſtrange 
ſuſpicions? Is it poſſible you can 
doubt of being infinitely dear to me] Enter- 
tain not, I conjure you, ſo injurious an idea 
of me. 1 love, I eſteem, I could almoſt ſay 
revere you, but that term might poſſibly 
,  dilpleaſe, * The tenderneſs of your friend- 
ſhip, and that intereſt which you take in 
all my*eoncerns, deſerve the utmoſt ac- 
knowledgment : But do not, my dear ſiſter, 
be either afflifted or farprized that J fee 
vou not ſo often as 1 could wiſh. The 

connections which I have formed, by en 
tering on my new ſituation, er 
you in ſpite of myſelf. 'Your advice, how- 


ver excellent with regard to morals in 
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that you can never forfeit the regard. of 
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Erne 
general, is not alone ſufficient to regulate 
my preſent condut. An acquaintance with 
men, converſant with mankind, is now be- 
come neceſſary : Permit me, therefore, to 
cultivate the friendſhip of ſuch as may guide. 
me in the world, on which I have-entered. 
The moſt rational, the moſt virtuous princi- 
ples are no ſecurity againſt the ſhafts of ridi- 
cule. Vou forgive every thing but vice; the 
world forgives every thing but what is ridi- 
culous. The company you keep is reſ+- 
pectable, but too reſerved; you live, if I 
may ſo expreſs myſelf, in a family-way,. 
with a few friends, who have nothing to. 
recommend themſelves but their virtues. ** 
hold them, I confeſs, in great eſteem; but 
their ſociety | is by no means ſufficient for, me. 
I am now in the world, and muſt neceſſarily. 
ſee the world. I am obliged to you for, the pro- 
poſition of marriage; but I beg of you, to 
preſs me no farther on that head. The more 
reſpectable ſuch a connection appears to me 
the more fearful am I to engage in it. 1 
am, indeed, ſo very young, that you would 
render both me and the woman I ſhould 
I marry unhappy. I muſt love, before I think 
of marriage. And we cannot love where or 
hom we will. 


B 3 Adieu, 


ET. T E R III 
Adieu, my dear ſiſter, be aſſured of my 
warmeſt friendſhip ; z nor entertain the leaſt 

ſuſpicion that its ardour can abate : Forgive, Þ 
my involuntary abſence ; and, I again con- 
jure you, 2 
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LETTER III. 


. de Saint-Sever to Madam d: 


Narton. 
Paris, Nov, 18. 


T Could b be Ment no longer, my dear friend ; 
but have at length written to my brother. 
The incloſed is his anſwer. You will fee it 
is polite, it is friendly, but not kind and 
tender. He gives me reaſons, but they are 
net ſatisfaftory. My people have diſcovered 
_—* that he has formed ſome private connection, 
EL as 1 have already informed you. This pri- 
vacy; my friend, proclaims him guilty. He 
pretends to be defirous of ſeeing the world. 
To this I conſent: Bat it is with me he 
mould live. Good God ! how much uneaſi- 
neſs doth he give me ! Oh ! that I could but 
recall thoſe happy days; when, at the age of 
childhood and innocence, he had no other 
confident than me ! You know ,my dear, how } 
much he deſerves to be loved, Add tothis, that : 
| he 
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L:;E TT E R NI. of 
he is at preſent the only hope of our family. 
He had never the opportunity of profiting 
by the example of a father, who was fo early 
taken off, at the head of his regiment, in Italy, 
that Imyſelf can hardly remember him, My 
dying mother, you know, recommended 
this ſon, the dear object of her tendereſt 
affections, to my care, Be to him, ſaid ſhe, 
both father and mother to this end I de- 
liver him into the hands of you and your 
huſband. Be both of you careful to direct 
him in his youth,, He will be ſuſceptible of 
violent paſſions; endeavour to preſetve him 
from their attendant evils. ” Theſe, the 
laſt words of a reſpectable and tenderly; be- 
loved mother, are written as a law in my 
Heart, from which I will never ſwerve. 1 
feel a double ſatisfaction, therefore, in re- 
flecting, that I am obeying a mother — 
watchful over the happineſs of ier ſon. At 
preſent, however, this reflection increaſes 

my apprehenhons and diſquietude. Fhe onty 
certain method to prevent the evils I dread, 
would be an agreeable and advantageous 
martiage ; for which reaſon I never fofe ſight 
of this project. I have a mind to bring him 
acquainted with the Miſſes de St. Albin; the 
eldeſt would be a proper match. for binr* 


- 


B 4 But _ 


ren V. 

But then I fo greatly fear thoſe ſecret con- 
nections, of which I was ſpeaking to you. 
Not that J apprehend he aſſociates with men 
of abandoned characters; he hath a due 
ſenſe of his own honour ; but he may be im- 
poſed on: And you know the fallacious 
principles of moſt young men, who think it 
no diſhonour to keep company with the vileſt 
and moſt abandoned of women; conceiving 
that, if they are not ſeen with them in public, 
they are permitted to viſit them familiarly in 
private; no inference, however, can be 
more abſurd : But ſuch . are the 
natural effect of vice. 

Aſter all, ought I to ſearch any farther 
into what my brother is deſirous to keep 
from 'me? or ought] rather to truſt him to 
himſelf, by giving into a dangerous or falſe 
ſecurity? I expect from your friendſhip and 
experience your advice on this head. Adieu. 


r 
re. 
From OT de Narton to Madam de Saint- 


Sever, 
Paris, Nov. 20. 


I Eater,” my dear Counteſs, into all your 


, and partake of your ſoli- 
citude, 


Fr 
eltude. I muſt confeſs that air of myſtery, 
which I diſcover in your brother's letter, 
gives me uneaſineſs. You are certainly in 
the right : When people ſecrete themſelves, 
it is not without cauſe. Be fearful, however, 
but be not affrighted. You are not to flatter 
yourſelf, that your brother is to give into 
none of the follies of his age. It is 
poſſible not to be ſeduced by ſuch a multi- 
plicity of bad examples. It is in vain alſo 
that your prudence is offended at every thing, 
which does not ſquare with the purity” of 
your own intentions. He may be wild, but 
his heart is honeſt, and will in time reform 
him. You have hitherto kept him always un- 
der your eye; but he is now no longer a 
child, nor ſhould be treated as ſuch; Be 
watchful over his conduct; but ſeem to truſt 
him with it entirely himſelf, Your brother is 
now in the world ; which is to him as a new 
and ſtrange country, where he will naturally 
be ſurprized at every thing. The world pre- 
ſents a very enchanting proſpect to a perſon 
of his age. He will doubtleſs. be hurried 
away with the torrent, and lead at firſt a life 
of diffipation ; he will form intrigues, in- 
dulge his paſſions, and fall into ſome errors; 
J hope, however, from the goodneſs of his 
IR mt 


r E R, IV. 


underſtanding, his natural diſpoſition, his 
education, and your prudence, that he will 
not proceed ſo far as to fall into vices; or 
at leaſt, if he ſhould, that he will ſoon for- 
fake them : the ſeeds of virtue have taken too 
deep root in his heart to permit him to do 
otherwiſe. When once young men have ac- 
quired a taſte for the world and its pleaſures» 
nothing but experience can undeceive them 
tial remonſtrances, unleſs very art- 
fully diſguiſed indeed, are ineffectual, with- 
out experience. Nay, there are innumerable 
truths which they are not even in a ſituation 
to comprehend. With regard to the Mar- 
quis, I will yet do my beſt. Here, indeed, I 
feldom fee him; but I ſhall know what he is 
about from Mr. de Ferval, who is frequently 
a party in his pleaſures. Be not alarmed too 
ſoon, but compoſe yourſelf, my dear Coun- 
teſs. I hope ſhortly to be able to ſend you 
news of him. In the mean time, endeavour 
to draw him to your houſe, by ſome agree- 
able amuſement. Innocent pleaſures are the 
only means to create in him a diſguſt againſt 
the contrary. Let all your tenderneſs be 
diſplayed in your endeavours to divert and 
entertain him; giving it, at the fame time, 
an air of confidence i in his diſcretion, Expreſs 
always 


BET TEM, as 
always reſpe& and eſteem for him: This is 
a very good way to prevent ingenuous minds 
from ſuch actions as may render them un- 
worthy of them. Never be importunate, 
or betray a troubleſome curioſity, about his 
conduct; affecting ever to be ignorant, and 
as indifferent about knowing, what he chuſes 
to conceal. This piece of addreſs is very 
neceſſary in the management of young peo- 
ple; who cannot bear the thoughts of con- 
ſtraint and dependence, nor any thing which 


hath that appearance. Their ruling paſſions 
are for liberty and diverſions. Ob. iging re- 


lations ſhould ſeem therefore toindulge them, 
by contributing to their gratification; a 
complacence which confirms their power, and 
can never be hurtful, How great, indeed, 
is our power over thoſe by whom we are 
beloved! Your brother loves you, and I am 
almoft aſſured, from his character and diſpoſi- 
tion, that it is not wildneſs, or the mere deſire 
of liberty, which makes him abſent himſelf. 
It is upon this circumſtance that my hopes, 
and indeed my ſuſpicions too, are founded, 
If it ſhould be a love-affair---you will 
ſoon. perceive it; as, if he be deeply affected, 
he will endeavour for ſome time to hide his 
affection; lovers delight in ſecrecy; you, 


& 


will 
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will obſerve him abſent, muſing, and diſturb- 
ed. If the object be worthy of him, he will 
not be long before he acquaints you with the 
ſituation of his heart. He will be deſirous 
of imparting to you his ſentiments; you 
will become his confidante, and be more 
ardently beloved by bim than ever. | 
ff, on the other hand, he ſhould have un- 
happily attached himſelf to a deſpicable ob- 
ject, he will make uſe of every opportunity 
to withdraw himſelf, and to excuſe his ab- 
fence. He will be ſo far from ſeeking, that 
he will, on all occafions, ſhun your company, 
In ſuch a caſe, my dear, the greateſt care 
ſhonld be taken, to conceal thoſe cautionary 
meaſures which would be neceſfary to his 
ſafety. But this ſuppoſition is perhaps ground- 
leſs; do not, therefore, too readily give into 
it. I am ſo nearly intereſted in what affects 
you, that my imagintalon ſuggeſts the worſt 
that may happen. | 
I chink you. would do well to ſpare your 
advice, at leaſt till the Marquis may aſk it. 
The leaft evil it can be productive of, when 
given unaſked, is that of being troubleſome 
to the receiver; and then it is always 
_ uſeleſs. Your advice, indeed, may become 
n 3 as it may occafion the „ 
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to keep himſelf at a ſtill greater diſtance from 
you; he will be apt to regard your counſels 
as leſſons ; and leſſons are ever diſpleaſing. 
Add to this, that nothing is more to be 
dreaded, then the inſtilling a habit of hearing 
good advice without paying it attention; of 
with an actual intention of not following it; 
dr, what is ſtill worſe, with a deſign to 
elude its force, or to pervert; it to the con- 
firmation of one's intereſt or inclinations. 
This, my dear, is always the caſe with 
young people agitated by warm paſſions, 
whoſe ind ĩſcreet relations are peſtering them 
with advice, at times when they are not capa- 
ble of liſtening to it, and ſtill much leſs to 
purſue it: We ſhould not be prodigal of 
the truth, but reſerve it for critical and deci- 
five occaſions, when it ſhould be repreſented 
in all its force ; by which means, it is ſome- 
times productive of the greateſt effects. 

I would alſo by no means adviſe you to 
ſpeak to your brother of marriage ; you hear 
what he ſays to you on that ſubject, His 
reluctance does not at all ſurprize me; it 1 is 
the conſequence of his taſte for indepen. 
dency. Almoſt all young people think as he 
does; all their virtuous relations ought to 
think as you do, Your deſign is rational ; ; 


* but 
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but let it not be too apparent. If your bro- 
ther is of a different way of thinking, you 
will make him ſtill more ſo, and ftill leſs 
fond of your company. In order to engage 
him to marry, love muſt be our director. 
We then need only Jeave him to the im- 
pulſes of his own heart. Endeavour to bring 
| him acquainted with amiable young women; 
I approve | ighly of that project. 

But I muſt not fail again to recommend 
to you, my dear, by no means to betray any 
curioſity about his conduct. Never reduce 
him to the temptation of deceiving you : 
You will thus render falſhood habitual. At 
firſt a ſeeming necelfity n:ay force him to it, 
tho” it may hurt him; but afterwards difſi- 
mulation will become familiar; he will make 
à jeſt of it, and all is loſt, Be particularly 
careful to preſerve the ingenuouſneſs and can- 
dour of his diſpoſition. I would have him 
even perceive, from your reſerye, the fear you 
are under of deceiving him into an occaſion 
of ſpeaking an untruth. This cannot fail of 
creating i in him a deteſtation againſt a vice, 
into which an indiſcreet ſeverity hath plun- 
ged ſo many young people. 

. Conſtraint, I fay again, gives riſe to diſi- 
mulation, and this to that degree of falſhood, 


nr 
which neceſſarily brings with it a meanneſs 
of ſpirit, that excludes all hope. 

Such, my dear Counteſs, are the reflect- 
ions which your preſent circumſtances have 
occaſioned. Weigh them. I only point out 
to you that path I ſhould purſue, were I in 
your” ſituation. Depend on my affiduity, 
My young friend may poſſibly ſerve us. 
Adieu, my dear; depend on it, your intereſts 
are mine, | 
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LETTER V. 
From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam de 
Narton. 
| Paris, Nov. 24. 

II juſt neſs of your reflections, my 

kind friend, has corrected mine. I 
perceived the neceſſity of procuring amuſe- 
ments for my brother; but you have diſ- 
played the danger of my giving him counſel. 
I acquieſce, and, however difficult, will, for 
the future, with-hold my advice. I have in- 
deed alteady begun. He came to ſee me to- 
day ; hen I perceived him muſing, penſive, 
and under ſome conſtraint. On my part, 1 
expreſſed all that pleaſure I felt in ſeeing 
bim; ; by which he accordingly feemed af- 


fected, 


ab LETTER V. 


fected ; I then invited him to ſup with me 
the 2 after to-morrow z which, he promi- 
ſed with a tolerable good grace. After which 
Promiſe, I ſent and made ſure of Madam de 
St. Albin and her two daughters. I have 
long projected this interview; you know 
thoſe young ladies; they have beauty, and 
are juſt come out of a convent, where they 
* received the beſt education; their mo- 
defly i is equal to their accompliſhments ; their 
mother hath ſpared nothing to renee them 
amiable ; they are very rich, and their family 
is of diſtinction; in thort, I conceive the par- 
ties excellent for a match. I ſhall be ex- 
tremely rejoiced, my dear, if my brother could 
make choice of the elder. I intend to give 
our ſupper the air of an entertainment: For 
whieh reaſon, I have invited ſeveral agreeable 
friends and fome young perſons of wit. I 
deſign alſo to prevail on the two miſſes de 
St. Albin to ſing. After ſupper I purpoſe 
farther to give a little ball; in a word, I 
all negle& nothing that may contribute to 
our diverſions. Iwill give you an account of 
the effects of my preparations and deſign. 

My huſband, indeed, turns the whole into 
raillery. He does not believe either of the 
young ladies will pleaſe my brother, becauſe 
18 D nl 2 vo they 
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SETTER WM. » 
they have a ſtiff and reſerved air. For my 
part, however, I think their deportment the 
ſame as that of other young people well 
educated. 

Adieu, my dear friend. If you need any 
aſſurance of my friendſhip, you may judge 
of it by the confidence I place in you. | 


LET US MN. 


From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam de 
Narton. 
Paris, Nov. 27. 

M Y brother hath by no means feconded 

my hopes; his politeneſs could not 
conceal his uneaſineſs. Both ſupper and 
ball were paſſed formally through with a 
gloomy indifference ; though - we did not 
break up till four in the morning. I exerted 
myſelf as much as poſſible to diffuſe an air 
of chearfulnefs and feſtivity ; but to no pur- 
poſe; I could not ſucceed. Alas ! 1 fear 
your ſuſpicions are but too well founded, 
People are not diſguſted and tired with inno- 
cent and decent recreations, who are not 
1 enough to be acquainted with others. 


I was myſelf very much chagrined, but 


Vor. I. C diſſembled 
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diſſembled ſo well that he did not perceive it. 
My deſign is to continue to act in the ſame 
manner; without being diſcouraged, I wilt. 
endeavour to inſtruct and ſerve him without 
laying him under any reſtraint. This, my 
dear friend, is all I can, ſay to you till L 
recover of the fatigue of this ball, Adieu, 
and believe I loye you ſincerely. 


*? % + * % i. 
From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint- 


Sever. - 
Paris, Nov. 28. 
* be either diſcouraged or ſurprized. I 
forefaw, with Mr. de Saint-Sever, what 
would be the effect of your ſupper ſcheme.. 


- > of Wy" 


OV ought not, my dear Counteſs, to 4 


It is true, the Miſſes de St. Albin are pretty, 


and have received what is called the beſt 
- education, But, my dear, they are not at 
all proper for your brother. They do not 
tuit my taſte, nor reconcile me to the 
method uſually taken to form our young 
ladies. If I were to educate a daughter, I 
would take a very different one. It is not by 
means of thoſe dry and formal precepts, thoſe 


falſe and extravagant notions inculcated in 
K ** 2 
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evnvents, that a young woman is inſenſibly 
prepared to make a. proper figure in life, and 
to diſcharge the duties of a wife and mother. 
But, be tnis as it may, I cannot believe the 
Marquis could love, much leſs for a con- 
ſtancy, a woman with ſo much formality 
and ſo little nature. 

Mr. de Ferval hath here interrupted me. 

O] my dear friend, it is as I ſuggeſted; 
we have need of courage and vigilance, with 
theſe we may deliver your brother from all 
dangers, An evil is not great when it is 
known: We may then apply a proper re- 
medy. The Marquis is hurried away by 
the cuſtom of the multitude ; it is our buſi- 
nefs to ſtop him. The world endeavour to 
make a young man, of twenty, 'bluſh at 
being prudent ; they perſuade him it is ridi- 
lous to have no intrigues, and thus oblige 
him, with ar without inclination, to engage 
in them | 
It is the faſhion to keep opera women. 
They are cafy of acceſs and ſeductive; fo 
that: what might only prove an air of faſhion, 
2 piece of gallantry, in .perfans accuſtomed 
to» antrigues, may be productive of a real 
paſſion in a raw and unexperienced youth. 
It is true theſe creatures are, for the moſt 
C 2 part, 
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part, too deſpicable, for us to fear their 
being long able to deceive ingenuous minds. 
Love either elevates or debaſes the ſou], ac- 
cording to the object which inſpires it. 
Your brother will ſoon be aihamed of his 
paſſion, will ftrive againſt it, and we will 
aſſiſt him entirely to overcome it. Be not 
terrified, my dear Counteſs, we have alrea- 
dy a method to open his eyes with regard to 
his favourite Leonora. For ſuch is the name 
of his miſtreſs, a ſinger at the opera, ex- 
ceſſively pretty, and extremely artful. 

_ © The behaviour of this woman ſufficiently 
indicates the dangerous nature of her deſigns. 
She certainly practiſes the arts of coyneſs 
nd ſeverity, in order to ſecure the Mar- 
quis's affections. All her other lovers are 
diſmiſſed, except one M. de la Roche, a 
rich old financier, who doats on her pre- 
-poſterouſly, and has his reaſons for keeping 

his connections with her a ſecret. There is 

great cauſe to believe, ſhe takes advantage of 
this ſecrecy, which he is obliged to keep, to 
receive him only at fuch hours as beſt ſuit 
her other purpoſes. Your brother, however, 
has no ſufpicion of this intrigue; nis 
hes her —_ * A 
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It is doubtleſs this Leonora, that cauſes 
him to abſent himſelf from your houſe : de- 
pend on it, it is ſhe. Difſemble with him ; 
affect to be entirely ignorant of his proceed- 
ings. Ferval, of whoſe zeal and afliduity I 
am aſſured, will negle& nothing to come at 
all the particulars of his conduct, and the 
progreſs of his amour. Be not alarmed, 
my dear Counteſs, let us alone, redouble 
your civilities, conceal your apprehenſions, 
and depend on our care. 


— * — 


— 
L TT E R VIII. 
Fram the Marquis to Leonora. 


Paris, Nov. 28. 
Tun OW me not into deſparation, ado—- 
rable creature; you have never been ſo 
paſſionately admired, you have confeſſed it 
to me. By what fatality is it that the ten- 
dereſt of lovers ſhould incur only your 
cruelty? What crime is it I have committed? 
Crime! Can I be criminal! Can ſo. ſincere a 
lover commit a crime againſt the object of his 
paſſion? Thou haſt prohibited me even the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you. Two days, two 
whole days are paſſed without the hope of. 
| * canſt thou hate me? Good God 
C 3 Yes, 
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Yes, Leonora, you may juſtly be accuſed of 
cruelty ; : for what can poſſibly be your mo- 
tives for ſuch conduct? Deign at leaſt to in- 
form me of the cauſe. Tf--- but I will not 
entertain ſo horrible an idea--My heart 
grows cold, I ſhudder at the thought. Ex- 
plain thyſelf --- No, rather keep from me 
Yes, I would know the worſt. If I am doomed 
to ſuffer thy hate ---But you will be offended at 
this.---Forgive, oh! forgive, my dear Leonora, 
theſe involuntary tranſports/| You know too 
well that I had rather dig than diſpleaſe you. 
Do not perſiſt in driving me to deſpair ; 
deign to write to me; to anſwer me, to mix 
tion with your ſeverity ; at leaſt 
from pity if not from love. Adieu; the agi- 
tations. of fear, love, and tenderneſs perplex 
and confound all my ideas. Heavens! What 
a ſtate of mind! Permit me, dear Leonora, 
to ſee you to day. Refuſe me not this favour. 
---You muſt not---T fly to your preſence. 


— — 


DET T-S&R IX. 
From Leonora ts the Marquis. 
Paris, Nov. 28. 
* R paſſion, my dear Marquis, affects 


me; but how mortifying are your ſuſ- 
picions |} 


rr 


picions] Can you not forgive that I thould, 
in the leaſt, merit your eſteem ? Your vir- 
tues have inſpired me with ſo much for 
you, they have caft ſuch a ray of light over 
my ſoul, that, inſtead of complaining, you 
ought to approve its effect. Yes, my dear 
Marguis, it is to you I owe a defire, a taſte, 
for virtue. Nature, indeed, had planted the 
ſeeds in: my heart ; but you have cauſed them 
to germinate. Neither the rigour of my 
fortune, nor the cruelty of my parents, in 
bringing me up to ſo dangerous and 'fe- 
ductive a profeſſion; not all the temptations 
it hath, unhappily ſubjected me to, could 
eradicate its precious germ from my heart. 
But, diſſipation, the force of example, 'anil 
what, alas ! is ſtill worſe, indigence, horri- 
ble invizence, have long held that fatal 
bandage, which you havg cauſed to fall from 
mine eyc3, You have little reaſon to com- 
plain of my heart. r that Which pleads 
for you, and makes me / forget the injuſtice 
of your ſuipicions. I hope I may put ſo much 
confidence in your complacency for me, as to 
be aſſured you will not come to-day. I with 
I may be able to ſce you any other without 
danger, Adicu, my dear Marquis, it is to be 
— will know. Leonora better. 

| C 4 LE x. 
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LETTER X. 
From the Marquis to Mr. de Valville. 


Paris, Nov. 30. 

ESTERDAY, my dear Valville, I 
| ſaw Leonora, who has reſtored my 

heart to its uſual ſerenity ; I am aſſured of 
her affection. Even her repulſes are ſo kind 
and tender, that I ſhould be pleaſed with 
them, if I were leſs in love. Her mind is, 
indeed, replete with delicacy. It is her love 
it is her virtue, my friend, that renders me 
unhappy : And at that price I can conſent to 
be ſo,---No, I hope ſtill to overcome her re- 
luctance; I will triumph over it by force of 
my own tenderneſs ; ſuch a triumph will but 
add to my happineſs. The ſuſpicions I im- 
parted to you the other day were altogether 
-groundleſs. How fincerely do I reproach 
myſelf for them ; fince ſhe has effaced them 
without even endeavouring at her own juſti- 
fication, Caſt off, my dear friend, any pre- 
judices which my angry jealouſy may have 
given you againſt her. Indeed, you know 
but little of Leonora, and are apt to con- 
found her with her affociates.---No, V alville, 
fie is an as Bt ſhe has 


engroſſed 
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engroſſed it; and I am no longer engaged in 
an intrigue, but have contracted a real 
paſſion. A real paſſion I- And for Leo- 
nora !---It is even ſo, I will not retract 
what I have faid.---I feel---But thou art 
the only perſon in the world, to whom I can 
open -my heart on this occaſion, Forgive 
thoſe effuſtons, of which it really ſtands in 
need. I am much afraid my ſiſter will diſ- 
cover my paſſion. She is a very deſerving 
woman, to whom I am obliged as to a mo- 
ther. She is very dear to me ; but her pre- 
judices are as great as her virtues. I know 
that ſhe would think me totally ruined, if 
ſhe knew of this attachment of mine to the 
moſt amiable of women. To an opera-girl! 
That, that would be enough to involve her 
in the greateſt affliction. I muſt be very 
cautious, therefore, of my behaviour, on her 
account; and that even before my own 
ſervants. 

She has a mind I ſhould marry. Judge 
whether I can give into her propoſal. I 
ſupped with her two days ago, in con- 
ſequence of an invitation ſhe gave me three 
days before: When it had been eaſy for 
me to ſee through her deſigns, had her huſ- 
band, M. de St. Sever, thought proper to 


leave 
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leave it to my own penetration, I had 
hardly entered the houſe, when he took me 
aſide, and, with an air of ſecrecy, extolled 
the beauty, accompliſhments, and particu- 
larly the fortune of Miſs de St. Albin : from 
which I immediately ſaw into the ſcheme, 
and was confirmed in my opinion, by being 
very particularly preſented to Madam de St. 
Albin and her two daughters. The compa- 
ny, which was pretty numerous, were all 
met when I arrived, and conſiſted, firit, of 
ladies, to whom I ſhould very willingly give 
the appellation of agreeable, if they did not 
affect that of pretty; ſecondly, of ſenſible 
men, who laboured to be entertaining; 
thirdly, of trigid ſcholars, who ſet up for wits; 
and laſtiy, of boys and girls, timid, aukward, 
and baſhful. You may judge from the ſingle 
figures what muſt be the effect of the groupe. 
The converſation ſoon began to flag; on 
which cards were introduced: I played a 
game or two, and won, but was tired to 
death, notwithſtanding Miſs St. Albin was 
of the party. It muſt be confeſſed that both 
ſhe and her ſiſter are pretty; but ſo reſerved 
and formal! It was with diſaculty I could 
hear a word they ſaid ; ſpeak ing fo extremely 
low and with their cyes always fixed on their 
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mama, It ſeems, they were ſet upon diſplay- 
ing their talents, the eldeſt ſinging while the 
youngeſt played on the harpſichord. Thus 
we were entertained with a cantata, which 
by their manner one would have taken for 
the Stabat“ of Pergoleſe. | 

Theſe two beautics are juſt come out of a 
convent. I ſhonld have almoſt taken them 
for two mates, had I not remarked that, 
while their mama was at cards, and did not 
ſee them, they got into a corner to diſcourſe 
quite low, with another young perſon of the 
ſame age. I liſtened a little to their con- 
verſation, but found it ſo very infi>id, 
and their tongues ſo extremely voluble, that 
I ſoon left them to themſelves. At table, I 
had the particular honour of being placed by 
the Miſſes de St. Albin, from whom it was 
hardly poſſible for me to get a ſingle word. 
If T afked them any queſtion, it was always 
anſwered with a reſerved and formal yes, Sir, 
or, no, Sir; the good lady their mother ever 
taking upon herſelf to anſwer for them, if it 
went beyond a monoſyllable. | 


den — — — — — — — — = 
* The Seba Mater, a remarkable grave piece of chorck 
muſick : Thus an Engliſhman might have ſaid, on a like 
eccafion, the hundredth Pſalm or The children in the 7 
ö r- 
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Afﬀter ſupper, my ſiſter, being abſolutely. 
determined to make the evening agreeable to 
me, propoſed the opening a ball; to which 
I found a good deal of company had been 
invited. Indeed, for ſo little an affair, it was 
very elegant and brilliant. We danced very 
decently, talking, however, only to the mo- 
thers : For as to the daughters, they reſem- 
bled ſtatues moving about on ſprings, In a 
word, I do not believe that gloomineſs and 
diſguſt ever wore the maſk of gaiety with ſo 
I a grace, It was neceſlary, notwithſtand- 
ing, to ſeem pleaſed, and to keep up this 
grave farce till four in the morning, For 
my part, I was moſt intolerably tired and 

ined ; which I am forry my ſiſter per- 
ceived ; tho” knowing myſelf the hero of the 
entertainment, I did all I could to carry it 
off with a good grace, Judge, my dear 
friend, from this project of my ſiſter, what 
I ſhould have to encounter, if ſhe knew the 
real ſtate of my heart. You ſee how much 
reaſon there is for my caution, Will you, 
therefore, take upon you the commiſſion of 
buying a Chariot, which I have a mind to 


. preſent to Leonora? You will oblige me in 
8 as J cannot, for the above rea- 
ſons, 
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ſons, make the purchaſe myſelf. Adieu, dear 
Valville. Your's ſincerely, 


_ — — 


LETTER. 
From Valville to the Marquis. 


Paris, Dec. 1. 


Thought, Marquis, you had a great 
ſhare of underſtanding ! Upon my honour 
T thought ſo! You have taken leſſons of a 
pretty able maſter, and have profited by 
them moſt egregiouſly ! Come, come, I find 
you muſt not be truſted out of your leading- 
ſtrings. The firſt emotions of theſe young 
hearts are ſo violent; they are ſo very preſſing, 
that the underſtanding is not able to keep 
them within any bounds, when excited by 
the ſmalleſt allurement of a pretty female. 
Underſtanding ! do I fay ?---No, no. To 
have underſtanding we muſt have a know- 
ledge of the world. No people of your age 
poſſeſs underſtanding. Believe me, you are 
only hurried away by a blind and fooliſh in- 
_ clination, I ſhall know exactly the true 
Rate of your heart to-morrow. You grown 
children are very ſubject to miſtake your firſt 
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palpitations for a paſſion. ] foreſee it will be 
no eaſy matter to remove the effects of that 
wrong education you have received. Vou 
have been trained up for 2 man of noble ſen- 
timents and refined conduct; ridiculous ! 
We never get any thing by being fuperior to 
thoſe among whom we refide ant converſe. 
And, indeed, the trueſt philoſophy is, to 
cultivate that ſpecies of merit which is moſt 
generally admired. I introduced you to 
Leonora, in order to give you the faſhion- 
able tor, and eſtabliſſ your reputation as a 
man of gallantry and taſte ; and you truly 
fall in love with her. How puerile and 
abſurd! "The whole affair now-a-days is 
to render one's felf agreeable: There is no 
neceſſity for one's falling in love. This will 
never render one agreeable, unleſs, indeed, 
merely to ttc object of one's paſſion, No- 
thing more is requiſite than gallantry, or the 
love of the ſex in general. And this is na- 


tural ; for are not "at women ſo much Hke 
one another, that we may eafily make an 
exchange between them, The tafte for ex- 
cluſive. attachments is quite out of vogue. 
Inſtead of oyercharging the heart with one 
grand paſſion, we divide its affection into 2 
2 little, Tight, tranſitory lixings, taſtes 
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and attachments, (the ſmall money of love,) 
as people change gold into ſilver, preſerving 
ſtill the value of the whole. A convenient 
houſe, ſplendid equipages, agreeable enter- 
tainments, kind miſtreſſes, gallant adventures; 
all theſe little pleaſures amount to a conſider- 
able ſum of happineſs; enough, in conſcience, 
I ſhould think, for any reafonable man. 

As to the particular article of miſtreſſes; 


the faſhionable way is to take ſome celebrated 


Lais into keeping ; but not to put one's ſelf in 
her Hvery ; to love her juſt fo mueh as is ne- 
ceſlary to make her company agreeable, and 
no more than will permit one to caſt her off, 
whenever one thinks it convenient. 

You are very good, Marquis, to entertain 
an opinion of the virtue of women. Put 
you would be a very great fool to place any 
confidence in that of an opera- girl. Leonora 
would paſs on you for a modeſt woman; ſhe 
knows her buſineſs. The artful jade ] ſhe 
knows the way to cntrap theſe innocents, 
who wiſh to eſteem what they admire ; let 


her alone for that; ſhe will diffuſe an odour 
of ſanity throughout her whole family; 
and you, an unſuſpecting dupe, will xun 
your noſe into the ſnare, She would lead you 
a ſine dance, if ſome body better acquainted 
1 . with 
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with female arts ſhould not come to your re- 
lief. Thou ſtandeſt in need of a director; 
and, if I knew one more capable than my- 


ſelf, I have ſo much regard for you, that I 


would recommend you to him : But I ima- 
gine that my abilities may be ſufficient. Follow 
the plan which I ſhall lay down for your con- 
duct, and Leonora will, in a few days, be yours; 
Valville will anſwer for it. Begin immedi- 
ately by throwing off that ſimple air of 
paſſion wuich by no means becomes you. 
Talk of love with an air of indifference and 
gaiety. Give your nymph ſome hints of 
your generous inclinations ; of your inclina- 
tions only---you underſtand me.---It is time 
enough to think in reality of the equipage 
you talk of. What diſpoſſtions have you made 
together on that head ? If you are deſirous of 
Leonora's ſpeedy compliance, appear to have 
taken up with ſome other miſtreſs z excite 
her jealouſy, give à check to her vanity, 
and alarm her avarice, (for ſhe is covetous,) 
in reſuming the chearful air of a man reſtorcd 
ta his liberty; and, if you ſhould viſit her 
again, let it not be for ſome time, and then 
with indifference. 

I you would ant ſee through the 
dieſign of her pretended virtue, aſſume the 
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air of a man who knows the world ; of . 
thoſe to whom your ſiſter gives the appella- 
tion of Libertines. Aﬀect to diſregard both 
women and their favours, and turn ſentiment. 
into ridicule; be familiar with her, bold, 
free, forward, and ſo forth. Follow theſe 
directions, and the ſyren will ſoon fall into 
pour ſnare: but if you do otherwiſe, depend 
on it you will be ſo hampered in he:'s, as not 
to eſcape with impunity. Remember I tell 
you, you will become the jeſt of the public, 
and by this egregious piece of folly will loſe 
a thouſand favourable opportunities. There- 
fore well conſider it. | 

Make a reſolution alſo, in good earneſt to 
throw off the preceptorſhip of your ſiſter; 
What ! to be eternally under the ferula ! And 
pray, my good friend, how do you think ſhe 
is to form you for the world ? She who is ac- 
quainted only with the virtues of our grand- 
mothers : She would make of you a good 
patriot, a good Chriſtian, And what then ? 
You might have the merit of the moſt cele- ö 
brated of the old Romans; and what would | 
it avail ? Would you be the more careſſed, 
more rewarded; the better entertained, or 
the more happy. New times, new manners; 
my friend, is the beſt of all our old proverbs: - 

Yor. I. - = The 
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to divert you wonderfully; I'll anſwer for 


plot, always buſy for want of ſomething. to 
do, or through a friendly zeal that is always 
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The virtue of our times is honour; not, in- 
deed, that kind of honour, which was coveted 
by thoſe bluſtering knights that ranſacked the 
world, like blockheads,. in ſearch of dan- 
gerous adventures; but that of a man of 
gallantry, who does not debaſe himſelf by 
any act of meanneſs or cowardice. The an- 
tiquated virtue of our forefathers would ap- 
pear, in all good company, like a ſavage 
tranſplanted into a civilized country, where 
he would aftrighten every body he met, and 
every body he met would be affrighted at. 
him. 

Reſign it all to your ſiſter, if ſhe likes it, 


and her ridiculous aſſociates; who in their 


folitude are at leaſt ſeveral ages behind us. 
I can enter very well into her character, by 
the manner of the ball and entertainment 
you deſcribe. I'Il hold a wager ſhe thought 


it, theſe people conceive. they divert-them- 
ſelves. As to M. de St; Sever, he is one of 
thoſe ſort of men Who is pleaſed with any 
thing, becauſe they have not taſte enough to 
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truly burleſque. I have ſeen Madam de St. 
Albin's daughters ; mighty -pretty puppets, 
truly! It is pity they are dumb. Not but 
that either might do well enough for a wife; 
and in that I ſhould for once be of your ſiſ- 
ter's opinion, if you thought yourſelf old 
enough to marry. The woman whom it is 
the leaſt neceſſary for us to think agreeable, 
is one's own wife. By marrying, we eſ- 
pouſe the fortune of a woman, and ſet het 
perſon at liberty. "This is what is generally 
eſteemed a reputable way of obſerving that 
ſacrament. Miſs de St. Albin is a young 
laly of condition, rich, and may be made a 
wife of without any great inconvenience 
but it ſhould not be quite ſo ſoon. You have 
as yet got but one miſtreſs; how can you 
have ſuch a narrow notion of things as to 
take a wife. As to Leonora ----'But ſtay ; 
what is it o clock? Half an hour paſt ſeven. 
Adieu, my dear friend; I had an appoint. 
ment at fix; I propoſed to be thete at 'ſe. 
ven, and it will preſently be eight. Yours. 
ay tomorrow. 


— 
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LETTER XI. 
From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam _ 


Narton. 


Paris, Nov. 28. 
AE AS! my dear friend, how. can I for- 


bear being alarmed. To ſee my bro- 


ther expoled to the moſt terrible dangers, 
and dare not to ſpeak to him ! How difficult 
is it to be ſilent, Into what a labyrinth can 
he have ſtrayed ? If friendly and virtuous 
counſel is become dangerous, where is our 
reſource ? My hufband, who is not ſo much 
alarmed as I am, ſays he will undertake to 
cure my brother. He is acquainted with 
that Mr. Roche you ſpeak of ; and conceives 
he may be of ſervice to us in undeceiving the 


Marquis. Where doth M. Ferval obtain the 


information he gives you? Doubtleſs you 
know the young gentleman well, and that 
we run no riſque in placing confidence in 
him. Aſſure him of my utmoſt acknow- 
ledgment ; reanimate his zeal, and engage 
him to continue his aſſiduity. Adieu, my 
dear friend, I depend entirely on you. 


LE T- 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint- 


Sever, 

| Paris, Nov. 30. 

Am ſenſible, my dear friend, how great 

is your diſquietude, and you know how 
much I muſt partake of it. You will not do 
well, however, to be too ſuſceptible of dan- 
ger: the evil is not without remedy. The 
zeal of our friend Ferval needs nothing to 
reanimate it : he is a youth of great ſpirits and 
vivacity. His mother is my friend, and I 
have known him from his cradle, He ap- 
pears. greatly flattered by our confidence; 
and ſeems delighted at being uſeful to us, 
and at ſeeing that I hold his underſtanding 
and probity in ſo much eſteem, as to employ 
him in an affair of ſo delicate a nature, I 
can anſwer for him, that it engages his whole 
time and attention, Educated under the moſt 
tendeg, and affectionate of mothers, his man- 
ners are pure, his ſentiments refined, and his 
heart warm as it is honeſt, His extreme vi- 
vacity, which might be miſtaken for giddi- 
neſs, does not prevent his having infinite ad- 
dreſs, in coming at the minuteſt circum- 
Cance of a thouſand private adventures. He 

| D 3 is 


irrer 


is in the ſecret of moſt intrigues about tovrn, 
has a talent for diſcoveries, and is beſides 


connected with your brother; ſo that he will 


on no account be ſuſpected. It is by various 
little arts and means he hath diſcovered a fure 
method of coming at the knowledge of every 
circumſtance it is important for us to know. 
To this end, he hath, by ſome means or 
other, engaged Leonora's chamber-maid in 
his intereſt ; who gave him, no longer ago 
than yeſterday, ſome freſh information. The 
Marquis, ſhe ſays, has told Leonora of your 
being defirous he ſhould marry : ſince which 
piece of confidence placed in her, ſhe has 
redoubled her reſerve towards him; even fo 
much as with difficulty to permit him to ſee 
her. Such is her management at preſent. It 
Was one Mr. Valville, it ſeems, a friend of 
your brother, that ſome time ago brought 
him acquainted with Leonora. It appears, 
that he began with the Marquis, by firſt 
urging bim to keep a miſtreſs; aſſuring him 
it was by no means proper for ſuch a man as 
he to have no intrigue on his hands. On this 
notion, of the propriety of keeping a miſtreſe, 
the Marquis began to look out for one, and 
Vatville fo ordered it, that his choice fell on 
Leonora, of whom he himſelf had been an 


admirer 


ik of 
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admirer for above three years: a circum- 
Nance, however, which he thought prapcr 
to keep a-ſecret from your brother, 

It is this girl with which the Marquis hath 
fallen deſperately in love ; making her mag- 
nificent preſents; which ſhe receives with 
apparent reluctance and moſt artful addreſs. 
In a word, my dear, he is quite intoxicated, 
abſolutely delirious with his paſhon. I ad- 
viſe you of this, not to increaſe your appre- 
henſions, but to ſhew you how neceſſary it 
will be to make uſe of artful and proper ma- 
nagement to cure him of ſo abſurd a paſſion. 
If you will be ruled by me, you will avoid 
ſpeaking to him of any thing that relates to 
the affair. Be well upon your guard; your 
ſriendihip may otherwiſe betray you into it. 
It is very eſſential that he ſhould not ſuſpect 
your knowing any thing of his intrigue; as 
it would ſerve at once to mortify and irritate 
him, both which are, in my opinion, equally 
dangerous. I ſhould be very glad alſo that 
M. de St. Sever ſhould leave the conduct of 
this affair entirely to us. Endeavour, my 
dear Counteſs, to prevent his ſpeaking or 
acting in it, if poſſible. I know the warmth 
of his affection for you, and fear it may in- 
* to engage in this buſineſs with 
525 D 4 more 


mo .LLETTER XIE. 


more zeal than prudence, On ſuch delicate 
occaſions, the leaſt ſtep is of importance. 

I know not whether you are acquainted 
with Valville ; he is in high life, and hath 
adopted its modes and principles : he ima- 
gines himſelf irreproachable as a man of 
honour, and hath but very falſe notions of 
honour itſelf. He piques himſelf on a ſpe- 
cies of falſe virtue, which, with him, ſup- 
plies the place of that real virtue he deſpiſes. 
He treats every thing as the effect of preju- 
dice, and is himſelf governed by nothing but 
prejudices. He imagines himſelf to be a man 
of probity, and is only a man of figure : he 
entertains but a bad opinion of women; he 
appears, however, to reſpe& them; eſteems 
none, but amuſes himſelf with all that come 
in his way. Love he conſiders as trifling ; 
hut out of decorum makes a point of friend- 
ſhip. Drinking he hates, but is fond of 
pleaſure, which he ſeldom attains. His taſte 
is delicate, his mind feeble, and his heart 
cold and indifferent. A ſlave to the extra- 
vagance of cuſtom, he treats the moſt fri- 
yolous things with great gravity, but has no 
idea of ſentiment or real tendetfiels. 
There, my dear Counteſs, is a ſketch of 
the picture of your brother's friend, But let 
not 
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not his portrait frighten you ; this man may 
be of ſervice to us; his heart is not formed 
to treat love as a paſſion, He will oppoſe 
that of the Marquis only by ridicule ; but he 
will oppoſe it very ſtrongly. The arguments of 
vice are more artful than thoſe of virtue, and 
his falſe precepts will make a deeper impreſ- 
ſion than your principles of chaſtity and vir- 
tue. As Valville ſets up for the friend, the 
Mentor of the Marquis, and hath introduced 
him into the world, he will be juſtly afraid 
that the ridicule of this attachment would 
rebound on himſelf, if it were known; 
doubt not, therefore, his making uſe of all 
that ſuperiority, which ten years age and ex- 
perience have given him, to recover your 
brother from thoſe dangerous connections in 
which he himſelf engaged him. Leonora is 
afraid of him, and would gladly ſeparate him 
from the Marquis; but ſhe is fearful as yet 
of giving ſuch an intimation, and your bro- 
ther doth not perceive any thing of the mat- 
ter. I ſay again, it is extremely fortunate, 
under the preſent circumſtances, that your 
brother puts ſo much confidence in his friend 
Valville. 

Such, my dear Counteſs, is a particular 
and exact account of the ſituation of * 


ene 

be aſſured that my information will be very 
authentic, and that I ſhall not keep you ig- 
nmorant of any thing. Adieu: keep up your 
ſpirits, and depend on the moſt ſincere and 
affectionate of your friends. 


= 
_ 
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" From the Marquis de Roſelle 10 Valville. 


Paris, Dec. 2. 

Af! m my dear Valville, you know but 

little of love. Excuſe me when I tell 
you, that your letter really ſhocked me. 
Pray what is your idea of ſentiment, if it is 
to be'thus ſubjected to mere circumſtance, 
How Uifferent is my heart from yours ! I 
burn, I die ſor Leonora, and yet take a de- 
 Jight"in my ſufferings. I reſpect, I admire 
mat virtue, which reduces me to this ſtate of 
fdefperation. Shall T affect not to love her, 
becauſe you think her an object unworthy 
of my eſteem. Is it you, Valville, who gives 
me ſuch counſel? How is it poſſible for me 
to purſue it? No: It is my love, my aſſiduity 
alone that can melt her heart. What a 
triumph! if 2 but overlook, my dear 

friend, 
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friend, the former conduct of this amiable 
girl, you will find, that her virtue, at pre- 
ſent, is more impregnable, than that cf a 
woman, who never experienced the like ſe- 
ductions. She permitted me yeſterday t 
pay her a viſit: Heavens! What an admi- 
rable mixture of loye, modeſty, prudence, 
and beauty! One muſt have an heart of ada- 
mant not to be affected: I owe her the 
greateſt obligations; her leaſt favours are 
ſacrifices ; the ſweetneſs and openneſs of her 
manner ſerye alone to ſoſten the ſeverity of 
her reſerve; in a word, ſhe is an adorable 
creature. Oh! my friend, in what a diſ- 
treſsful fituation is my poor heart, She has 
reduced me ſo low, as even to fear offending 
by aſking any thing: My reſpect is equal 
to the ardour of my deſires. I know not 
what will be the conſeguence of is; 
but this I know, that to deprive me of hape, 
would be to deprive me of life, You have 
refuſed to do me the ſervice I deſired of you; 
your friendſhip being your <xouſe 1 
my complaining ; I ſhall, therefore, take 
care of that buſineſs myſelf. But I beg of 
you to ſpare Leonora in your letters; you 
- owe this, at leaſt, to our friendſhip ;; and, in 
other, 
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other miſtreſs. Adieu, my dear Valville, 
and believe that my heart is open to none 
but you. 


— oct — — — 
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LETTER Xv. 


From M, de Valville to the Marquis. 

5 Paris, Dec. 2. 
1 Both love and pity you, my dear Mar- 

quis; but I will never encourage your 
extravagant paſſion. For heaven's ſake, make 
nobody your confident but me; you will 
never be able to efface the ridicule ſuch an 
amour would bring upon you. You inſiſt 
on my not ſpeaking againſt the virtue of 
your miſtreſs ; be it ſo; I will hold it in due 
reverence ; I will even forget her paſt con- 
duct to dige you. But, my good friend, 
were ſhe even the modeſteſt woman in the 
world, do you think I ſhould approve the na- 
ture of your attachment? Love is in you 
abſolute madneſs, Do you know that love 
ſhould- be only an affair of amuſement, a 
preſervative againſt the ſpleen? One ought 
in his amours, as in alt other affairs, to lay 
down a ſettled plan, and purſue it invariably, 
at * if circumſtances do not change. 

One 


Err Ei WV As 
One takes ſuch a girl as Leonora into keep- 


ing, and maintains her handſomely, ſo long 


as ſhe proves agreeable and amuſes one: 
quitting her the moment one is tired of her 
company, or ſhe grows impertinent. There 
is nothing more in the matter, A little more 
reſpe&, indeed, is to be paid to women. of 
a certain rank ; but it is ſeldom that perſons 
under my age are admitted there. A con- 
nection with theſe ladies requires more art 
and affiduity. To inſinuate one's ſelf into the 
good opinion of a huſband, to make ſure of 
his ſervants, and to preſerve appearances, 
form a difficult taſk, which a knowlege of the 
world only can capacitate a man to perform. 
It was for this reaſon, I would not have 
you begin, upon ſuch a ſcheme. Leonora 
was a proper object for you at firſt fetting 
out; but your brain is actually turned. 


Recolle& yourſelf, my dear Marquis, pray; 
you are abſolutely in a burning fever, which 
muſt be abated. With ſo great an inclina- 


tion to merit deference, you ought to be 
particularly fearful of incurring ridicule. 
Only think of that which this adventure 
would bring upon you, were it publickly 
known. * I will keep the ſe- 


cret ; 
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_ rret; but don't go to expoſe yourſelf. Fate= 
well, my dear Marquis, forgive my free- 
dom as I forgive: your weakneſs, 
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| LETTER XVI. 
From Madam de Narton to the Counteſs, 


| Paris, Dec. 20. 
1 Am extremely ſorry, my dear friend, to 
be obliged to ſet out for Varennes, one of 
my eſtates in Lorrain, and to leave you in 
the midſt of ſo much uneaſineſs. An unfore- 
ſeen and unayoidable accident requires my, 
immediate departure; nor do I very well 
know when it will be poſſible for me to re- 
turn, The. chagtin your brother's affairs 
muſt neceſſarily give you increaſes my regret 
to leave yous Had I ſtaid, I ſhould have done 
every thing in my power to ſerve. both him 
and you; my zeal for your ſervice, however, 
will not be leſſened by my abſence ;- and, 
perhaps, may be more efficacious, It was 
not in my power to act in the affair myſelf ; 
and Mr, Feryal, to whom I ſhould have been, 
obliged, will do us the ſame god offices as if 
I was preſent. I ſhall . reſide. in the neigh+ 


| bourhood of his mother, who will join her 
influence 
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influence to engage her ſon to redouble his 
attention to the conduct of your brother. 
He has promiſed to write to me conſtantly; 
and, I ſhall ſend you his letters, when they 
can be of any utility, Adieu, my dear 
Counteſs, I ſuffer extremely at the occaſion 
of my departure. 


LETTER XVII. 
** the Counteſs to Madam de Narton. 
Paris, Dee. 25. 


3 anſcafoucdie, my dear friend, is 

the cauſe of your abſence ! So neceſ- 
fary is your company, tho* it were only to- 
give me ſome conſolation: I have heard no 
more of my brother ſince your departure; 
for theſe four days paſt I know not every 
what is become of him. My huſband has 
been with M. de la Roche. I could not 
prevent his indulging bis own inclination« 
Not that I ſee any ill conſequences that can 
ariſe from his viſit. He will himſelf give 
you an account of the -particulars of it. E 
muſt confeſs that my mind is not ſufficiently 
at liberty to enter into a reeital of that na- 
* I am indeed ſo much aſtoniſhed at all 
£ . Py 
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theſe circumſtances, that I conceit myſelf as 
it were in another world. Forget me not, 
my dear friend, but tranſmit me ſome ad- 
vice of my brother, as well as of nn 
as ſoon as poſlible. 1 
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LETTER XVIII. 
From the „ * de Saint-Sever to Madam de 
| 3 Narton. 2 


. Paris, Dec. 26; 
Reſerved tb myſelf, Madam, the pleaſure 
of communicating to you the particulars 
of my viſit to M. de la Roche, My wife 
takes the matter ſeriouſly enough for us both. 
Not that I think her fears altogether ground- 
leſs. The arts of a pretty woman are too 
dangerous not to be feared : But I hope, that 
our Marquis hath not entirely loſt his ſenſes ; 
and that nothing more is requiſite, than to 
take off the bandage from his My: make 
him ſee clearly. 

To this end, I have been to wait on M. de 
la Roche, who i is an old acquaintance ; one 
that I knew on his entrance into life. The 
recollection of his circumſtances at that time 
* not haye been extremely agrecabls 


I 
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now; I avoided, therefore, taking notice 
of any thing that might be offenſive; but 
aſſumed the familiar air of an old friend 3 
which appeared to give him ſome pleaſure, 
as it was in the preſence of a young Duke, 
who doubtleſs came to borrow mohey of 
him, He ſeemed delighted, therefore, at 
the kind of relief which this interruption 
gave him. When his Grace was gone, I 
formed a pretext of buſineſs to aſſign as a 
motive for my viſit. After this, I commended 
his houſe, his furniture, gardens, &c, all 
which he was officious to ſhew me, By theſe 
means, I got ſo much into his favour, that 
he aſked me what I had been doing for theſe 
twenty years paſt, that I had never ſeen him. 
On this I informed him of my marriage, and 
by degrees brought upon the carpet the ſitu- 
ation of my brother-in-law ; dwelling parti- 
cularly on his connections with a finger of 
the opera, Why, ſaid he, it muſt be owned 
they are very pretty women; but they are 
coſtly ; add to that---Nay, ſaid I, interrupt- 
ing him, not that I think ſhe coſts him 
much. For I am aſſured ſhe is at the ſame 
time kept by a gentleman extremely rich 
and of, very good ing, Who loves 
1 ak | 
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ker to diſtraction, notwithſtanding ſhe thus 
impoſes on him. -Ho ! bo! ho the block 
head ! ſaid he, laughing; how is it poffible 
he can be ſuch-a dupe ? And you are affured 
he is a man of ſenſe !---Indeed, I am told he 
has an infinite deal ;; and that it is which ſo 
much aftoniſhes me. But who'is this girl, 
ſaid he, with ſome vivacity.<--I think her 
name is Leonora : Yes it is; it's Leonora, --- 
At this my old acquaintance coloured up to 
the eyes, and after being a minute or two- 
filent, replied coldly, he did not know her. 
I inſiſted much on the misfortune of the 
gallant, who was thus deceived; concluding 
he muſt be ſome very worthy perſon 5 and 
deſcribing the happineſs of the Marquis in- 
terms ſo mortifying to him, that at length I 
effected my deſign. For, either out of weak- 
| neſs or vexation,. he vonſeſſed ro me the 

Whole of the affair, I, faid he, am that un- 
fortunate wretch z but I well know how to 
do myſelf juſtice, At my age, it is neceſſary 
one ſhould be ; for which reaſon I 
have deen fo. I allowed her no leſs than 
1500 livres a month; I prefented her with 
all che furniture of her houſe, beſides 40,000 

wo —— 3 het - 
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only to be faithful to me, and keep my 
amour a ſecret. My wife is old and very 
devout ; I have children thirty years of age p 
and two ſons-in-law of diſtinction, who 
build much on my care to improve my for- 
tune. I have beſides to do with a man, 
whoſe ſeverity of manners would by no . 
approve ſuch amuſements. All this obliges 
me to be diſcreet, and I flattered mylelf the 
world was ignorant of my weakneſs. The 
impudent, ſtrumpet ! I fee ſlie hath made uſe 
of my very precaution to deceive me. I have 
not been able to obtain a ſight of her above 
twice for this month paſt : The reaſon the 
gave for requiring my abſence was, that I 
was watched by ſome of my family. You 
are a man of gallantry, Sir, continued he; 

you know the world g I therefore do not re- 
pent truſting you with my ſecret. But what 
ſteps can I take in this affair? I am fo ex- 
tremely enraged. I waſh my hands, for the 
future, of aft intrigues with ſuch infamous | 
wretches: But I will be revenged. I wilt have 

the fatisfattion of feeing that Sorminible rh 
2 plunged agzin inte dc poverty, from 
Lebe and only aint 
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what an immenſe ſum ſhe has coſt me. By 
heavens, I will never forgive her. A torrent of 
abuſive appellations ſucceeded this laſt reflec- 
tion; you may be ſureTencouriged him to a- 
venge himſelf ; pitying, embracing him, and 
promiſing 9 105 his ſecret inviolably : after 
which we parted the beſt friends in the world; 
his diſpolitivn being juſt ſuch as I could 
wiſh to have it. Thus have I ſtirred up 
one vice to puniſh another; from which I 
think nothing but good conſequences can 
poſfibiy happen. You ſee, Madam, this 
affair wears a promiſing aſpect. Vour moſt 
fincere and reſpeQable ſervant. Adieu. 
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LETTER NIX. 
From Lene i the Au 


Paris, Dec. 14. 

vo need not, my dear Marquis, be 

generous, in order to render yourſelf 
amiable. Take back, I conjure you, take 
back your preſents ; they are too magnificent. 
You will not ſuſpect me of ingratitude; but 
do not appear, by ſuch gifts, to ſuſpeRt me 
el an avarice too cantemptible to 2 


L'E T TRE. 
place in my heart. Alas] you judge of my 
ſentiments by thoſe of others of my pro- 
feflion. Cruel prejudice ! from which virtue 
only can defend me! But ought not your 
eſteem alſo to be my advosate? I have re- 

turned yon the caſtet you, left yeſterday on 

my toilette ; and beg of you to receive it 
again, anch be aſſured my acknowledgments 
PRs SO generolity,, * 
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From the e Marguirte Leonora. 


37 e 


Paris, Dec. f 14. 

NAL, this is too much —reſuſe even to 
accept my preſents ! This is to add to | 
my unhappineſs a degree of contempt that is 
inſupportable. I will not receive it again,— 
Vu hate me, Leonora, I ſee; I feel you hate 
me. Io the name of love, do not, do not 
thus, , drive me to deſperation. A at 
leaſt theſe. feeble tokens. of my tenderneſs ; 
my dear, too virtuous girl; do you, in turn, 
rendet me the juſtice that is my due. Think, 
e that theſe preſents, which I make you 
- with o much pleaſure, are the ory + conſola- 
. 27 tion 
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tion I haye. Grudge me not this relief in my 
affliction. 1 faſpeR thee of - avarice! Oh, 

Leonora is it poſſible you can form ſo wrong 
2 judgment of a heart rhat is all yours; which 
beats only for thee ? If you ſhauld be fo 
cruel as to return me the cafket again—Oh ! 
beware of reducing me actually to deſpair. 


r 
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LETTER XXL. 
From nn to the TY Fa 


un Paris, Dec. 14. 


FE you ſo peremptorily inſiſt on it, my 
| dear Marquis, I ſubmit, and accept of 
your ſuperb preſent. Permit me, however, 


tz canceal the uſe I jntend to make of it, and 


to keep only the ring. In granting this you 
will make me happy, 8 1 ſhall. haue it in 
y power to do ſome good. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXI. 
From Valville te the Marguis. 


Paris, Dec. 17. 

WHA4 AT is became of you, my dear Mar- 
quis, that I have heard no news of 

you for this week paſt? Have you not ſhewn 
my letters to your miſtreſs? If you have 
actually carried your weakneſs ſo far, I am no 
longer aſtoniſhed at your ſilence. A word 
with you, my friend; this is paſt a jeſt; it is, 
faith; and do very ſeriouſly aſſure you, that you 
are going to ruin yourſelf, When this fooliſh 
fancy goes off, you will be ready to bang 
yourſelf. You will afford a perpetual ſubject 
for ſquibs and epigrams. Notices of this fort 
are diſagreeable. If your miſtreſs were really a 


Veſtal, you might poſſibly find ſome few vo- 


taries of Aſtrea among the vulgar, who 


would admire your conduct; but the dupe 
of Leonora would not even excite pity, 


One can never find you at home. Pray comg - 


and ſee me to-morrow. We muſt really give 
your manners a turn. I have a deſign to intros 


duce you to the young Marchioneſs d'Aſterre; | 


E 4 it 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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it will be a neceſſary and agreeable diverſion, - 
The manners, the bos ten of good company, 
the being accuſtomed) to ſee it, and the com- 
pariſons you will hence be able to make, will 
ſoon open your eyes. — oy E | 
you an Eos: 


— 


! — | — tit Wit 
p x 1 r! * Wil. 


Fram ibe Margui: to Valyille. 
"1123016898 797] 12 un Dec. 18. 
VO cannot imagine, Valville, how 

much yod offend me. You do not 
reflect howwnch uneaſineſs it muſt give a 
lover, to ſee the object of his paſſion inſulted. 
It requires" all the friendſhip I have for you 
tor plead iyour/excaſe. I have never before 
known you unjuſt. What has Leonora done 
to you, that you condemn her fo readily? 
Her ſituation in life, I own, is deſpicable; 
but is it the effect of her choice? May not 
the anavoidable conſequence of her profeſ- 
fon, the temptations it expoſes her to, the 
follies and even the vices ſhe has fallen 
into, be excuſed by the misfortune of her 
circumſtances, by the abandoned ſtate of 
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her education? May they not be effaced by 
that virtue, of which her heart is now re- 
plete? For my own part, that noble frank - 
neſs, that ingenuous ſincerity, with which 
ſhe makes the moſt humiliating confeſſions, 
are ſufficient to make me forget every thing. 
Oh, my dear Valville ! did you but know 
her ſoul! Did you but know the uſe to 
which ſhe has put the preſents I have made 
her | She has ſold the diamonds I gave her, 
and has given the money to ſupport an ho- 
neſt, diſtreſſed family of her acquaintance. 
She would have concealed it, indeed, from 
me : But when I happened'to be with her ye- 
ſterday, the poor unfortunates, whom ſhe had 
relieved,” came to throw themſelves at her 
feet, and bathe them with their tears; ex- 
preſſing their gratitude, notwithſtanding her 
injunctions to the contrary, in the moſt 
affecting terms. Such, Valville, ſuch is 
the object of my attachment. Do you con- 
ceive then I can be aſhamed 6f her? I ſhould 
be mean, indeed, not to dare to love virtue 
for its own ſake. Adieu, my friend ; be- 
lieve ine, am unhappy enough without your 
reproaches. I can by no means accept your 
offer of introducing me to your young Mar- 

: F chioneſs. 


ꝶ6“ „„ c» d) —⁵—.½ũ˙T7—˙—wñ II. et. at. m 


58 L ET T ER XXIV. 
<hionefs. In what, pray, does your pre- 
tended ben ton give her the ſuperiority to 
Leonora ? I deſire no diſũpation to make me 
forget my ſufferings. I take a pleaſure in 
them, and it is only ln that can re- 
move them. 


„ __ 


LETTER XXIV. 
ow: Loonie to the Marquis. 
Paris, Nec. 26. 


ALAS! = my * Marquis! all is over be- 

tween us. See me no more, nor inſiſt 
on my ſeeing you. The horrid ſituation into 
which Lam reduced by the cruelty of a baſe and 
barbarous man, leaves me no other reſource 
than immediate death. That wretch, whom [I 
have unfortunately known from my infancy, 
that hypcerite,:that- vile ſeducer, that La 
Roche, of whoſc extravagant behaviour you 
poſlibly have already heard ; that monſter, who, 
under the pretence of piety, and of a deſire to 
reform me by the means of opulence and 
even of religian, hath cauſed me to accept of 
his favours,-----Oh ! I ſhall never live long 
enaugh to be ſuſficicatly aſhamed of it. His 
inten- 
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intentions, after all, were criminal; I have 
perccived it, indeed, for ſome time; but I 
was almoſt afraid to perceive it 3 his aſſiſtance 
was neceſlary, and it was by degrees that he 
proceeded, at length, to deman l the intamoas 
reward of his favours. My hatred, virtue, 
what ſhall I ſay, perhaps my love; all theſe 
united, prevailed over my fear of indigence, 
and induced me to reject with 'di!dain his 
horrid propoſals. The rage, which this re- 
fuſal excited in his mean and cruel ſoul, ſoon 
| baniſhed his affection. He knew that you was, 
attached to me; which ĩnflaming his jealouſy, 
he commit.ed the moſt violent outrages; 
turning me ignominiouſly out of the apart- 
ments I lived in, carrying off all my jewels, 
and, in ſhort, ſtripping me of every thing. 

The loſs, indeed, however conſiderable, 
gives me no regret, as every thing belonging 
to ſuch a monſter is odious to me: But the in- 
ſult thus put on me is ſo public; that my heart 
bleeds under the cruelty of the mortification. 
Alas ! even the ſhaday of reputation, which I 
| flattered myſelf to have preſerved, is taken from 
me. Adieu, my dear, and too affectionate 
Marquis; pity an unhappy victim to the ſeve- 
my of fortune ; but ſee her no more. If I have 

merited 


„ 
6 
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. _ comiuwa on. thy virtue; an 


ſelf, Near; girl; never 
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merited of you any ſhare of eſteem, con- 
deſcend to retain ſo precious a memorial of 


— 9b K wes 


4 
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Turn 
3 Min ang Db. 1 1 
FJFAVENS | my dear Leonora, what is 
it you tell me] Doſt thou talk of deſ- 
pair and dying ?---I fly to Jour relief. 
Amazing. inſglence! Why did not vou in- 
form mer--Rut it is no time | for reſſections. 
The manſtex ſhall not t eſcape 1 my Vengeance. 
An the name of love, 8 5 not 1472 ern: 
g my divine nora, be & bag 411 „ The 
"inſults of that Won A 400 aye en- 
in ſupply the 
_ place of reputation. In two Thus at fartheſt, 
o 0 will be with you 3, mean, While T wall h hold 
my tine extremely preci 1 400 ie ompoſe ) Nur. 
e xperier TE be 
Dy F iy wales: going Wee des 
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ILE T TE R XXVI. 
From M. b Mos MA 


— — — 2 


I Stand i in no _— of encouragement, Ma- 
dam. I will ſerve the Marquis de Roſelle 
with all my heart; but his paſñon is ſo violent 
that it really terrifies me. The noiſe which 
| M. de Ia Roche has made about Leonora, has 
g only ſerved to inflame him the more. In con- 
ſequence of this, he has placed her in ag- 
nificent apartments, which he has furniſhed 
for her mol ſuper y ; he las preſented ber 
with the richeſt cloaths and jewele 5 bas 
ought her a chariot, hired her ſervants; and 
ſettled « on her even a la : penfion than 
that ſhe had of la Roche. Tb effect all this, 
be hath ſold his eſtate in Picatdy z and hath, 
8 in ſo doing, . had aq uarrel with his brother - in- 
law, St. Sever. Poor la Roche is obliged to 
ſecret Hinte for fear of being run through the 
body; which the Marquis threatened.” Such, 
Madam, have been the events of the laſt four 
days. M. de St. Sever hath fadly diſconcerted 
our ſchemes. Endeavour, I beg of you, to 
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prevent his interfering any more. I have not 
foſt all hope if I am but permitted to act 
alone. My valet- de- chambre (for ſuch are 
the ſprings I am obliged to ſet to work) keeps 
up a eonſtant correſpondence with Leonora's 
woman: It is by thefe means I hope to compaſs 
my end: I ſhould think myſelf” extremely 
happy to ſucceed, and to convince you of the 
_ greatneſs of my reſpect, by the — of my 
UE WP oft 
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Rasen Cuumeſi de St. Sever to Madan de 
un n n . 


17 0 WAA wn 44 7* 


dk, 5c Paris, Jun. 6. 


40 ow terribly, my dear friend, am I cha- 
grined. You have heard what effects the 
reſeutment of NM. de la Roche hath produced. 
My brother came here yeſterday ; when I 
could not prevent. my huſband's ſpeaking to 
bim of the (ale of his eſtate, and giving his 
opinion, perhaps with too much warmth, 
about his conduct. He mentioned nothing, 
bowever, of Leonbra ; be promiſed me he 
4 4 would 
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would not; but inſiſted much on the abſurdity 
and extravagance of his general expences- 
The Marquis would have gone off almoſt 
without giving him an anſwer ; but M. de St. 
Sever ſtopt him, and continued to make him 
ſuch remonſtrances, 2s the Marquis had no 
mind to hear. He could not detain him long, 
however : This brother, whom I have always 
found ſo mild of temper, fo affectionate to me. 
and complacent to my huſband, became all at 
once bold and peremptory, nay, almolt inſolert. 
I ftand in no need, ſaid he, of a preceptor, 
nor hath any one a right to controul my 
actions. Reproof is not the part of a friend. 
On this he went out in a paſſton, nor durſt 1 
aſk him to return. The Count was too much 
heated as well as the Marquis. It is poſſible we 
ſhall ſee him no more. What ſubjects of 
affliction ate theſe! My huſband is 'incenſed 
againſt him beyond meaſure * Adieu, my dear 
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LETTER XXVII. 
From Madam de Narton to the Counteſs de St, 
Sever. 


Varennes, Jan. 9. | 

you diſtreſs is juſt and natural, my 
dear Counteſs : But what relief is it at 
preſent that I partake it with you ! I am now, 
alas! at too great a diſtance to give you 
conſolation and dry up your tears. I hope, 
however, that the ill-ſucceſs of your huſband's 
ſcheme will, for the future, render him more 
Vircumſpect. Uſe all the influence you have 
over him, my dear, to engage him to ſup- 
preſs both his zeal and his reſentment. In- 
deed, how can one be really angry at an un» 
happy youth, under the tyranny of the moſt 
violent of all paſſions, It is no longer him- 
ſelf who thinks, acts, or ſpeaks. Let us treat 
him as a ſick perſon in the delirium of a fever : 
Or as one of thoſe unfortunate madmen, 
whom nature frequently preſents to us, as 


mortifying ſpectacles of humanity. Your bro- 
ther is nearly in as terrible a ſituation. But 


he will be extricated ; and then his repentance 
lll capints cha6 allinces of which he is at 
at preſent inconſcious. + 

0 
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To effect this deſirable end, it will require 
very artful management. Let M. de St. Sever 
content himſelf with eonſoling you under 
your afflictions. Let him intereſt himſelf, as 
much as he pleaſes, in your brother's re form- 
ation; but pray tell him, that Ic onjure him 
to truſt M. de Ferval \with-theawhole buſi: eſs 
of bringing, it ahout. Tell him I forefaw 
the conſequence of the ſtep het, as ſoon 
as I read his relation of it. We muſt not 
attempt, to ſnatch out precipitately the dart, 
with which. your brother's heart is transfixed ; 
but muſt endeayour to looſen it, and extrut᷑t 
it by degrees, We muſt oppoſe art to cun- 
ning., An error in the heart is much anofe 
difficult to eradicate, with virtuous minds, 
than an error in the underſtanding. This. is 
not an ĩrregularity; it is a weakneſs. Ferval 
will employ all the means in his powur 
to ſerye you. The connection which one 
of his people hath formed with Leonora's 
chamber-maid, brings him aoquainted with 
a number of little circumſtances, and enables 
him to take his meaſures accordingly- I 
doubt not of your often ſeeing him. Nat 
that he hath made me a conſident iii kis de- 
ſigns; nor perhaps will he make!yous: He 
Vol. I. F knows 
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knows how dangerous it is to make confi- 
dents in general, and therefore will abſolute- 
ly make none. Let him alone. His mother 
gives him all encouragement, as if his aſſi- 
duity might ftilbe increaſed. Her letters to 
| him are full only of you, the Marquis, and 
his unhappy adventure. She and her family 
are my only company here, and I have no 
need of any other, 

I had not ſeen her fcr many years before 
my arrival: but I found her underſtand- 
ing, her virtues, her character, the ſame as 
when I left her. What I could not be ac- 
quainted with before, however, are her three 
daughters; the one eighteen, the other ſix- 
teen, and the third fifteen years of age. I- 
magine to yourſelf three nymphs, as accom- 
pliſhed and agreeable as you pleaſe, provided 
they are the moſt amiable I have ever ſeen. 
Young as they are, they have nothing of 
youth about them but its innocence and 
beauty. They have ſenſe ; but their ſenſe 
is charming, ſimple as their hearts, and ſuch 
as would give you an idea of nature truly re- 
fined, If I were writing a romance, I could 
not forbear comparing the dawn of their un- 
derſtandings to the mild and gentle rays of 

+ ab the 
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the riſing ſun. Such, my dear friend, are 
my companions, with whom I could be ex- 
tremely happy, if the diftreſsful circumſtan- 
ances, in which I left my dear Counteſs, 
would permit me to amuſe myſelf agreeably. 
The Marquis, I am certain, cannot be want- 
ing in his affection for you. If he ſhould 
ſhew, therefore, any deſire to fee you again, 
any regret at having given you uneaſineſs, em- 
brace that opportunity of diſplaying to him 
all the tenderneſs of your affection for him. 
You ſhould repeat every teſtimony of your 
regard, and, above all, take heed to avoid . 
explanations or reproaches; to ſhun every 
thing that may tend to-mortify him, or touch 

upon his paſſion. Adieu, my amiable friend; 
how much do I ſuffer in dn thus abſent 
yo e ren 4 | 


” 


CETTER XXX. 


dar K neee. | 
111 | Paris, Dec. 28. 
LTHOUGH you have given me your 
word, my dear Marquis, that you 

' will not ſee that abominableiLaiRochey I can 
er eee Forget, if poſſible, 


the | 


rr . 


the very name of the wretch, I conjure you, 

He is by no means worth your reſentment. 
For my part, I deſpiſe him too much even to 
wiſh to be revenged. Promife me that you 
will never ſee him. Indeed, I am afraid of 
him. He has one of the baſeſt of fouls, A 
man of honour can never be on his guard 
againſt the deſigns of a villain.---I tremble 
at the very thought, My dear Marquis, for- 
give my fears. Do me the favour alſo, to ſet 
ſome bounds to your generoſity. I am not 
formed to become ſuch magnificence. No; 
it only ſerves to give me mortification. Is 
this the appearance of virtue? Permit me 
to accept of no more preſents, I ſhould be 
extremely unhappy if I were the cauſe of a 
rupture between. you and the Counteſs your 
ſiſter. She muſt doubtleſs have heard of your 
attachment to me ; have known the expen- 
ces I have occaſioned you; a circumſtance 
that cannot fail to involve fuch an affection- 
ate and worthy ſiſter in the utmoſt affliction. 
Wich regard to myſelf, it is impoſſible any 
thing ſhould intereſt her in my favour. My 
condition alone is ſufficient to render me 
odious. The Count her huſband is a ſim- 
ple, honeſt man, who loves you ſincerely; 
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his age, and the care he hath taken of you, 
give him ſome right to look into your affairs. 
He is perſuaded that you are going to ruin 
yourſelf on my account; and endeavours to 
prevent you. How can you blame him ? 
Add to this, that his intention of getting 
you well married, is extremely reaſonable, 
and your attachment to me an obſtacle to his 
deſigns. I am too much your friend, and 
am under too many obligations to you, 
not to put you in mind of all theſe circum- 
ſtances, Indeed, what other motive can [ 
have for keeping my dear Marquis at a di- 
ſtance ? Let us both equally avoid the pro- 
greſs of a dangerous amour, Let us con- 
fine ourſelves within the bounds of friend- 
ſhip; its pleaſures may be leſs delightful, 
but their conſequences will be leſs painful. 
Let us ſee each other but ſeldom, I beg of 
you. Seek a relief againſt your paſſion a- 
mong your own relations. Attach yourſelf, 
agreeable to their wiſhes, to ſome amiable 
and virtuous object, worthy of your love; 
and if the future happineſs of your life re- 
quire it, be Leonora entirely forgotten. A- 
dieu, my dear Marquis, be thou but happy, 
and my utmoſt wiſhes are accompliſhed. 

5 1 LE T- 
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LETTER XXX. 
From the Marquis to Leonora. 


Paris, Dec. 28. 

M* divine, my adorable girl! what plea- 

ſure you give me] Forget thee ! Can 
I wiſh to forget my Leonora? No, I would 
rather die a thouſand deaths. What is it to 
me that my relations are deſirous of ſubject- 
ing me to the diſagreeable yoke of marriage? 
I will not be made a ſacrifice to their inten- 
tions. I renounce matrimony for ever. 1 
defire only thee ; thee, my Leonora, whoſe 
delightful image entirely poſſcfles my heart. 
What ſcruples do you raiſe againſt receiving 
my preſents? I have before defired of you, 
not to deny me this gratification, the only 
one permitted me ; and let my rclations diſ- 
pute that point with me. I have promiſed 
you I will not ſee La Roche. I ſhould never 
ſtain my ſword with the blood of fo baſe a 
ſcoundrel, unleſs in the firſt tranſports of 


my reſentment. Be under no apprehenſions 
about him. How great, how noble are your 


ſentiments! You merit the homage of the 
univerſe ! I have read your letter over a thou- 


ſand 
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ſand times, but it is only to admire your ſen- 


timents, without adopting them, and to con- 


vert your virtues into arms againſt yourſelf. 


_ 


— — 


From Valville to the Marguis. 


Paris, Jan. 8. 

1 Abhor the part of a cenſor: but I can- 

not help, my dear friend, taking up- 
on myſelf that office with regard to thee. 
Thy folly is become public, and the ridicule 
of it rebounds upon me. Thou haſt adver- 
tiſed ; poſted thyſelf ; fold thy eſtates ; quar- 
relled with thy relations; in a word, I muſt 
tell thee, thou haſt broken through all the 
rules of common ſenſe and decorum. 
It is not neceſſary, indeed, to love one's 
relations; but one ſhould behave decently to 
them; ſee them ſeldom ; but ſtill ſee them. 
To come to an open rupture is imprudent ; 
it is to be wanting to one's ſelf, It is ab- 
ſurd to deny one's ſelf the pleaſures of gal- 
lantry ; but one ought to preſerve external 
appearances. We do not take the trouble, 
_—— to be hypocrites 3 but we ob- 
i F 4 ſerve 
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ſerve a decorum. You ſtand upon nothing, 
but give headlong into the moſt abſurd and 
ridiculous paſſion that can be conceived. You 
ſuffer yourſelf to be deceived by a falſe pre- 
tence to virtue: What an extravagance! 
Were even her ꝓrctenſions real, a man muſt 
be a dupe, indeed, to attach himſelf ſcriouſly 
to a woman who advertiſes herſelf. To what 
doth it tend? But, as to the virtue which 
Leonora diſplays. to faſcinate you, it is the 
falſeſt of al} poſſible falſhoods. 

Since it is that which hath ſeduced you, I 
will ſend, if it be neceſſary, to cure you of 
this frenzy, a liſt of your predeceſſors: It is 
at leaſt a numerous one. Believe me, my 
dear Marquis, I know Leonora better than 
you. You are the firſt and the only one 
to whom {Ke'ever ptoved unkind. Her pre- 
tended frankneſs, with which you are ſo ta- 
ken, is only a refined piece of impoſture. 
Howevef ingenious are her confeſſions, de- 
pend on it ſhe does not confeſs all. But is 
it poffible that it ſhould be neceſſary to con- 
vince you by facts, what has been the con- 
duct of an opera girl ? Her profeſſion alone 
is ſufficient to condemn her, and her artifi- 
. . . 

As 
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As I now never ſee you, I have thus taken 
the liberty to write, and to inform you, that 
you are become an univerſal ſubje& of ridi- 
cule; which is the greateſt misfortune that 
can happen to a man of your age. Indulge 
yourſelf in your pleaſures; keep a miſtreſs 
or two; avoid the lectures of your ſiſter, and 
the idle remonſtrances of your brother-in- 
law: In all this you will do well; but ob- 
ſerve ſome decorum in the eyes of the world; 
which will no longer admit of any palliation 
of your faults, Quit Leonora without heſi- 
tation, and we will endeavour to make up 
all the reſt. Adieu. 
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L ET TE R XXXII. 
From the Marquis to Valville. 


Paris, Jan. 6. 
HIS is too much, Sir. You carry the 
matter too far. To add calumny to 
your abuſe.---You know not what love is ; 
but I thought you had ſome regard to the 
ties of friendſhip. Your heart is not formed 
for thoſe affectionate ſentiments, which I ex- 
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pect to find in my friends. It is that title 
only which has given you a privilege to trou- 


ble me with ſuperfluous advice and imperti- 
nent informations. You will be pleaſed, for 


the future, to ſuppreſs them. Forget me. 


2 _— mans n 


LETTER XxXXII. 


From the Marguis to Leonora. 


Fo. my Leonora, forgive the effects 

of an emotion, which it is not in my 
power to ſuppreſs. I dare not avow it. --- 
Thou wert not formed to be ſuſpected ; ſo 
that my curioſity cannot ariſe from jealouſy ; 
no, it takes its riſe from the moſt affection- 
ate, the moſt intereſting motives. Oh ! my 
lovely girl, may I venture, without temerity, 
to beg you would inform me of the contents 
of that letter you received yeſterday at your 
toilette. I ſaw it cauſed an emotion, which 
in vain you endeavoured to conceal. You 
let it fall to the ground, and I obſerved 
your uneaſineſs while I ſtooped to pick it up. 
J only looked upon the outſide, and was go- 
ing to give it you, when you ſnatched it pre- 
** out of my hand. If it brought 


you 
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you news of any happy event, you will not 
have the cruelty to keep me ignorant of it. 
If it bring the motives for any uneaſineſs; 
have you any that I ought not to partake of? 
Thou knoweſt, my dear girl, that my heart 
is open to every thing that concerns thee. 
Conde cend to truſt it with your anxietizs 

I obſerved you yeſterday, penſive, abſent, 
and muſing: You would every now and 
then fetch a ſigh, and look ſtedfafly at mc. 
I cannot forbear thinking, that I am ſome- 
how intereſted in that letter. I durſt not 
betray the eager defire I had to fee it; but 
it has diſturbed me ever ſince. I con ure 
you, therefore, if the contents relate only to 
yourſelf, or conſiſt in ſecrets' entruſted to 
you alone, I conjure you to let me know 
them.---I am too affectionate, my dear Leo- 
nora, to appear indiſcreet or ſuſpicious; I 
addreſs myſelf only to you to know what it 
is you were fearful of acquainting me with. 
Adieu. If you have any regard for me, you 
will not refuſe me this er of 4 e 
dence. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
From Leonora to the Marquis. 


Paris, Jan. 21. 
T is impoſſible for you, my dear Mar- 
quis, to ſee the letter in queſtion. Hon- 
our forbids me to ſhew it you. The ſe- 
crets of another are not, in any caſe, in my 
own power. I beg you will preſs me no 
farther on this head, as it is an affair of im- 
portance, You muſt not know it: be not, 
however, uneaſy ; it is no misfortune ; nay, 
if circumſtances were otherwiſe than they 
are, it would perhaps be a fortunate event 
for me. Ihis is all that prudence, honour, 
and even gratitude permit me to ſay on the 
ſubject. Adieu, my dear Marquis; you 
cannot, without great injuſtice, cenſure my 
reſerve i in this EE: | 


een — me 
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From M. de Ferval to Madam de Narton. 


Paris, Jan. 25. 
I Have * but little ground, Madam, 
for the laſt fortnight; I obtained, how- 
ever, 
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ever, yeſterday, by means of my valet, an 
interview with Mrs. Martha, Leonora's wait- 
ing-maid. I ſhall endeavour to give you, as 
near as I can, the ſubſtance of our conver- 
ſation ; with all that expletive loquacity 
which is inſeparable from the converſation of 
an Abigail. | 

| Mrs. Martha began herdiſcourſe, very pro- 
perly, with proteſtations of her uncorrupti- 
ble fidelity to her miſtreſs ; aſſuring me that, 
with regard to herſelf, ſhe was very different 
from moſt perſons in her ſituation, being a 
woman of honour and principle. This pre- 
amble I knew by heart, as a matter of 
courſe ; I was obliged, however, to liſten, 
and made a reply to it, by ſlipping a few 
pieces of gold into her hand. I could per- 
ceive ſhe was pleaſed with this kind of an- 
ſwer, though ſhe made ſome ſhew of re- 
luctance to receive them, I find, Sir, ſays 
ſhe, you are a very honeſt gentleman, and 
that it is only from a good motive you are 
deſirous of knowing. True, faid I, let 
me know all that paſſes, and depend on it, 
you will have no reaſon to repent it. To 
be ſure, Sir, replied ſhe, I belong to the 
"i * r 


Sir, 


* 
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Sir, have that charity, I ſhall certainly ſerve 
you. Having thus adjuſted the matter with 
regard to ker honour, her conſcience, and 
her intereſt, ſhe proceeded to inform me, 
that her miſtreſs was very diſcreet, and had 
never truſted her with any of her deſigns. 
I have, indeed, ſome ſuſpicions, continued 
ſhe, but I cannot fay any thing poſitively. 
On this I aſked her, what might be her ſuſ- 
picions ? ---- Why, I ſurmiſe, ſays ſhe, that 
4s, not that T know of a certain --- but ---- 
certain it is, that ſhe muſt have ſome de- 
figns upon the Marquis; for fhe is viſited 
by nobody elfe. Before the laſt diſturbance, 
the now and then ſaw M. de la Roche; for 
which reaſon ſhe received the Marquis only 
at certain hours at wh ch ſhe appointed him; 
but ſince her breach with La Roche, we ſee 
ng gentleman but the Marquis. It is very 
true that the earneſtly defired him not to 
make her any more preſents. At firſt, in- 
deed, ſhe received them with pleaſure ; but 
I know very well, that when he ſent her a 
magnificent preſent the other day, ſhe was 
really very angry. I gather from ſome hints 
He has given me, that ſhe intends to quit 
che ſtage. She talks a deal of virtue, of de- 
| corum, 


, 


* 


o 
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corum, and I know not what. In ſhort, 
Sir, there muſt be ſomething beneath all 
this; for, though I know but little, yet I 
* that black is not ſo eaſily turned white. 
Well, but, my good Martha, is it poſſible 
ſhe can be without a confident? Nay, nay, 
replied ſhe, I don't fay that. There is Miſs 
Juliet --- Yes --- Miſs Juliet very prebably 
knows what's going forward.--- Who is this 
Miſs Juliet? ſaid I.--- Why, Sir, you muſt 
know, ſhe is a young lady that---that--- 
What thall I ſay ? - A young lady, Sir, 
like my miſtreſs. She is at preſent about 
fifty miles out of town, at the country-houſe 
of a very rich gentleman, with whom ſhe is 
in keeping. She is my miſtreſs's moſt in- 
timate friend, and often writes to her, Nay, 
I know nobody elſe that does write to her; 
which makes me ſo much the more curious to 
know from whom my miſtreſs received a letter 
about three days ago, directed in a different 
hand-writing. I would give a good deal to 
know the contents of that letter, for I am 
ſure it was not written nor received but with 
| ſome particular deſign. Nothing has been 
ſaid to me about it; but I am certain there is 
ſomething I can't find out at the bottom. 
| My 
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My miſtreſs engaged the Marquis to be with 
her about noon, an hour ſhe never received 
him at before; being the time the poſt- man 
uſually delivers the letters. He uſed always 
to deliver then: to me; but I had orders in 
the morning to ſend him up to my miſtreſs. 
Now it happened accordingly that he actu- 
| ally came to the door while the Marquis 
NZ was with her, and delivered the-letter into 
| her own hands, when ſhe. opened and read 
| it with a great many affected airs of concern 
4 and importance. After ſhe had read it, ſhe 
let it fall, as it were accidentally, to the 
ground; and ſnatched it eggerly out of 
the Marquis's hand, as he was picking it 
up. You ſee, Sir, there muſt be ſomething 
in all this. That ſhe expected that letter is 
very certain ; what there was in it I know 
not; but there is ſome ſcheme in it I am 
poſitive, To, day I found her writing-deſk 
| half open ; upon which I locked it and car- 
ried her the key: for which ſhe reprimanded 
me for not minding my own buſineſs. But. 
J was no ſooner out of the room than ſhe 
cautiouſly opened it again, I watched her, 
without her ſeeing me, and am ſure it was 
done with 2 n, we, and 
oF how 
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how ſtands your miſtreſs with the Marquis 
at preſent ?—Oh! Sir, he perfectly adores 
ber, and I really believe, God forgive me, 
that he has a true gem for her: For ſo 1 
think they call it, when a gentleman puts on 
ſuch an air of timidity and baſhfulneſs. He 
could not pay more reſpect to a Dutcheſs; 
nor could a Dutcheſs have more the air . 
manner of a modeſt woman than Madam 
Leonora when the Marquis is with her, I 
have not been long in her ſervice ; her former 
waiting-maid was diſmiſſed, poſſibly becauſe 
ſhe knew tao much of what was what. 
And pray, faid I, what is the general cha- 
racter and diſpoſition of your miſtreſs? —Oh ! 
Sir, replied this communicative Abigail, ſhe 
is far from being ill-natured. Her place is 
eaſy enough, as to that matter; and when 
The has money ſhe is very liberal : She nei- 
ther haggles nor beats down any body's 
price; that I muſt ſay for her. They ſay 
too that ſhe has a great deal of wit; but of 
that I know nothing, as ſhe very ſeldom | 
talks with me. She has been, for ſome time 
paſt, much in her reveries, appearing greatly 
anxious and diſturbed, particularly when ſhe 
is alone ; but in the company of the Mar- 
2 ſhe puts on always an air of chearful- 
"Ver. I. G neſs 
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neſs and gaiety.— Well, but, Mrs. Martha, 
don't you think ſhe grants him the favaur ?— 
Oh, no, Sir, by no means, I am yery cer- 
tain of that. And, indeed, without that— 
I underſtand the way of theſe ladies, Sir, 
very well; I have ſerved ſeveral of them; 
and indeed. for the matter of that, their 
money is as good to a poor body as another's. 
I take care to keep myſelf honeſt, Sir, and 


that's ſufficient for me. To be ſure I do 


really love Madam Leonora; ſhe is my 
miſtreſs, and ſo far I know my duty. Nor 
ſhould I ſay as much as I have done to any 
body but your honour : But as you have - 
aſſured me—And I ſee it is only with a good 
intention—Beſides, you will take care I ſhall 
come to no harm in the affair, —Yes, reſt 
ſatisfied, Mrs. Martha, about that. 

Her tale ſeeming now to be nearly run 
down, I was obliged to wind her up again 
by a freſh proof of my generoſity ; after 
which ſhe proceeded with new ſpitits, to in- 
form me, that the Marquis ſent Leonora, a 
few days ſince, a magnificent preſent of 


| jewels ; which ſhe at firſt refuſed, and was 


with difficulty prevailed on by his reiterated 
intreaties to accept. That, after having fold 
as many of them as brought her fax — 


Uivres, 
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livres, ſhe ſent for ſome poor people of her 
acquaintance, among whom ſhe diſtributed, 
by way of charity, an hundred crowns ; as 
they privately informed Martha. Theſe 
miſerable objects came the next day, while 
the Marquis was with her, to expreſs their 
acknowledgment ; which they did, with ſuch 
extravagant encomiums on her goodneſs and 
generoſity, that the Marquis was fully per- 
ſuaded ſhe had given them the whole. 

Leonora affected to be very uneaſy at their 
coming ſo unſeaſonably, though it appears 
that ſhe appointed them, and played off all 
the airs of generoſity and modeſty; com- 
pleating her deſign of giving the Marquis an 
high idea of the beauties of her mind. She 
hath alſo given the ſame people ten louis 
ſince, in order to keep them at her devo- 
tion; artfully taking care not to ſpecify the 
particular ſum ſhe has given them; ſo that it is 
only their appearance of unbounded grati- 
tude that hath exaggerated the charity. And 
hence it is, that we can make no uſe of 
this adventure. 

It ſerves nevertheleſs to ſhew the artful 
character of the woman we have to do 
with. This, Madam, is all I can arrive at 
the knowledge of, at preſent, I have 2 
| a G 2 ſtrong 
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ſtrong inclination to ſee this Miſs Juliet; and 
will immediately inform myſelf farther about 
her. I want alſo to penetrate the ſecret of 
the letter; for I ſhall acquaint you with 
every thing. Pray keep all this a ſecret, 
however, from the Counteſs. Y ou know her 
huſband, who is ſtill very angry; and fays, 
if every body had acted as he has done, the 
Marquis would. not have given his 3 ſo 
much uneaſineſs. His ſiſter, he ſays, has 
ſpoiled him, and therefore he gives him up; 
he. will have nothing more to do with 
his affairs. But I know he would be meddling 
again to-morrow-if he could, and ſo much 
the worſe if he dic. 

The Counteſs will hardly Low what ſhe 
knows altogether a ſecret from him; it were 
prudent, therefore, to let her know. nothing 
of the matter. Let me beg; of you. to keep 
her ignorant, atleaſt for the preſent. - Adieu, 
Madam, , pleaſe. to let my mother and ſiſter 
take part with you in the. aſſurances of my 
tendereſt es. 7 


| 
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From the Marquis to Leonora. 

Paris, Fan. 18. 

H ſhall I confeſs my fault, my dear 
Leonora! But, how can I ſuppreſs the 
emotions which that letter—Your writing- 
deſk ſtood half open; I was alone in the 
room, the ſuperſcription I knew, and could 
not refrain from reading Forgive me, dear 
Leonora! but your reſerve increaſed my eu- 
rioſity. Judge, if thou canſt, of my appre- 
henſions, and my fears---Will you accept the 
offer? The anſwer you gave me yeſterday, 
encourages me to think you will not,---But, 
good God ! what atrial ! If you do not love 
me to exceſs, I am undone ! Aſſure me of 
your refuſal---But, ſhall I prevent your hap- 
pineſs? Shall I oppoſe your making your 
fortune ? Yet, can I conſent toloſe-you ? Iam 
in a ſtate of deſperation - There, take back 
the fatal letter. Fatal, do I ſay? Ought 
ſuch an inſtance of the perfect homage paid 
to virtue, to be called fatal? Alas ! Leo- 
nora, I know not what I ſay, what I wiſh, 
nor. what I fear. My preſent agitation 
rends my heart, my fituation is truly de- 
plorable. Tell me, pray tell me, who is 
TT. G3 this 


— 
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this heroic, this virtuous, this worthy man, 
who thus offers you his hand. Happy man 
that he can diſpoſe of it at his pleaſure. 


6 ”y ' 1 12 


LETTER XXXVI. 
Found in Leonora's Writing-Deſe. 
Tours, Fan. 11. 


| TRE contempt, Madam, with which you 


returned my paſſion, after having de- 
prived me of all kind of hope, hath at length 
undeceived me. I thought myſelf affection- 
ate ; but I was cruel, T was unjuſt ; and you 


| baniſhed me deſervedly your preſence. How 


heavily hath the time paſſed away for theſe 
twelve months paſt, that I have endured your 
abſence, in this melancholy retreat ! Believe 
me, I have ſufficiently expiated the crime of 
not having done juſtice to your prudence. 
Blind as I was, I did not fee into the cauſe 
of your refuſal. I took it for the effect of ca- 
„or of hatred: I did not think I was 

| N.. Shall I confeſs the truth, 
Madam ? Your fituation in life, and the pre- 
judices attending it, would not permit me to 
entertain the leaſt idea of your being virtu- 
ous. Tour beauty had captivated me, my 

defires 
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deſires were ardent ; and I would readily have 
ſacrificed to you my whole fortune; but no- 
thing more. But what a ſacrifice would that 
have been to you | I have been ſince, Ma- 
dam, attentive to your conduct, which hath 
ſo far confirmed my regard and repentance, 
that I ſhall think myſelf happy, if you can 
forgive thoſe involuntary offences which I 
now bluſh to recollect. I am now ſenſible 
of that admirable motive on which you ated 
and the ſhocking idea of being odious to you, 
torments me no longer, My manners are 
alſo reformed it is no longer a baſe ſeducer, 
who offers himſelf to your regard; but an 
honeſt man, more ſenſible even of your vir- 
tues than your charms, who conjures you to 
accept, with his hand, an homage more wor- 
thy, and the only one he can render to you, 
Yes, Madam, ſuch is the united effect of my 
_ paſſion and your virtues, My reſolution is 
taken. I can diſpoſe of my hand as I pleaſes 
I deſpiſe the prepoſſeſſions of the world: 1 
would be happy, and cannot be ſo without 
you. My reputation will be too dearly pre- 
ſerved, if it muſt be made an obſtacle to my 
happineſs. My fortune, conſiderable as it 

is, is but an additional motive for ch con · 
| 84 A 
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ſulting only my own inclination. Conſult only 
yours, Madam, to confirm my happineſs, 
and my deſtiny will be *r to be envied. 
D'ALBEVILYE. 
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LETTE R XXXVIIL 
From Leonora to the Marquis. 

| Paris, Jan. 24. 

v have been eſſentially deficient, Sir, 

not only to love, but to good-manners. 
I refuſed to entruſt you with a ſecret, the ſe- 
cret of a third perſon, and you have robbed 
me of it, in a manner moſt unworthy of you. 
| Ah! Where is virtue? Where is ſincere af- 
fection, if not to be found in the hearts of 
thoſe, who know ſo well how to ſpeak its 
language? I do not defire to be made ac- 
quainted with your motives for ſuch an ac- 
tion ; they are perhaps too injurious to me, 
and I had rather you alone ſhould have occa- 
fion to bluſh for them. 

It was, doubtleſs, an act of imprudence i in 
me, to leave my writing-deſk open, but it 
ought not to have been ſuch with regard to 
you. Precautions are not taken to ſecure us 
from the good and worthy ; our ſecurity lies 
in their very probity itſelf, And yet act omen 

love, | 
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love, whoſe firſt law enjoins us to teſpect 
the object beloved, could reſtrain your hand. 
I ſee nothing in this action of the Marquis 
de Roſelle ; you are no longer the perſon 
who inſpired me with the pureſt of ſenti- 
ments.---If I thought --- But, no, I cannot 
think it. I ſee even you have your intervals 
of weakneſs.---I know not why I find myſclf 
diſpoſed to forgive you. Perhaps my ſelf- 
love is flattered, at ſeeming to you worthy 
of ſome eſteem. Perhaps it is this circum- 
ſtance that will open to you my heart, As 
you have taken my ſecret from me, 1 will not 
conceal from you my reſolutions, You 
doubtlels have ſome remorſe, but I will not 
reproach you. 'T'o make you eaſy, I will 
own I forgive you, and will endeavour to 
give you ſome further aſſurance on this ſub- 


| The idea which 1 have — of marri- 
age, is that of an obligation too refined and 
ſacred to be made a mere matter of bargain 
and ſale. My preſent ſituation, it is true, is 
contemptible, my family obſcure, and indi- 
gence is terrible. The offer which has been 
made me, would have ſet me above the world, 
above either want or contempt: but not even 
this conſideration can ever engage me to 


avow 
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avow an affection I do not, nor ever can, 
feel. A ſenſe of probity hath ſtifled that of 
ambition. I may poſſibly be deſpiſed by 
others, but I ſhall never be deſpicable in my 
own eyes, while I can juſtly boaſt of having 
deceived"no one. Such, my dear Marquis, 

are my ſentiments. My anſwer is made; 
therefore give yourſelf no trouble to enquire 
who this worthy and unſucceſsful lover is. I 
never can love him, but owe him, never- 
theleſs, cternal acknowledgments and invio- 
lable ſecreſy. 


e — —— 
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| Fram Madam de Ferval to Mr. de Ferval, 
ber fon. 
: Ferval, Jan. 28. 
Von de Narton, my dear ſon, has 
communicated to me your letter; I 
know your heart too well to doubt of your 
zeal, We are delighted with it, as truly eſti- 
mable. The ſervice you are engaged in, is 
important, and worthy of a virtuous mind. 
But, my dear Tena. endewiour to employ 
in ſo honeſt a deſign, only honeſt means. It 
is always diſagreeable to have recourſe to ſuch 


As are otherwiſe : I choſe myſelf to mention 
| to 
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to you this circumſtance. I am ſenſible that 
Leonora merits no kind of reſpect, but you 
ſhould act towards her with juſtice. This 
is an indiſpenſible conſideration we owe to 
every one; and is certainly broken through 
by your corrupting her domeſticks. I know 
the circumſtances, in which you find your- 
ſelf, ſeem to authorize this proceeding : But, 
my dear ſon, rather redouble your aſſiduity, 
and apply only to thoſe, with whoſe aſſiſtance 
you may not reproach yourſelf. You will 
think, perhaps, my delicacy, in this particu- 
lar, alittle too refined ; T hope not ; that de- 
licacy, my ſon, ariſes only from a ſenſe of 
probity,---If you could find means, indeed, 
to ſee that Juliet you ſpeak of---But I know 
too little of the matter to enter into your de- 
ſigns. It is very certain nothing can redound 
more to your honour, than the confidence 
which Madam de Narton and the Counteſs 
de St. Sever have placed in you. I am as 
certain, alſo, that it could not be better pla- 
ced. The dangers, into which you ſee the 
blind attachment of the Marquis has betray- 
ed him, ought to increaſe your on deteſta- 
tion againft vice; as the ſteps you are taking 
_ reclaim him, ought to be mn 
1 hackomn you to virtue. | 
Adieu, 
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Adieu, my child; Madam de Narton aſ- 
ſures you of her friendihip, and your ſiſters 
of their kindeſt affections. You well know 
how dear you are to me. 


— 
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From Mr. de Ferval to his Mother, 


Paris, Jan. 31. 

1 Have no leſs repugnance, my dear mother, 

than yourſelf, to make uſe of ſuch means 
as I am obliged to employ : But the peculiar 
nature of the affair, and the confidence placed 
in me, require it. Be aſſured, that in the 
execution of any plan for making my own 
fortune, I ſhould not have recourſe to ſuch 
means. I could wiſh, with all my foul, 
there was no need of it in this. But, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of Martha, could I ever 
have procured a ſight of the two letters from 
Juliet, which I have copied and ſent you? 
I could not poſſibly keep the originals ; you 


may gather from theſe what light may be 
thrown, by the others, on the whole con- 
duct of Leonora. You will ſoon become 
perfectly acquainted with her deſigns, if we 
continue to obſerye a little artful manage 
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ment. Vice would have too much to boaſt 
of, if virtue were only-to employ againſt it 
thoſe means which might be authorized by 
the ſevereſt auſterity. There are occaſions 

on which the goodneſs of the end may ex- 
cuſe, if not juſtify the means. I have been 
able to make no farther diſcovery than the 
incloſed letters, for this week paſt, The 
Marquis ſees no company ; but ſpends his 
time either in regretting the ſhort viſits 
Leonora permits him to make her, or in 
wiſhing to repeat them, that he may again 
indulge the ſame regret. His mind is en- 
tirely engroſſed by this one object. He-hath 
quarrelled with his friend Valville; Which 
is matter of great triumph to Leonora, who 
is therefore highly delighted with it. But 
I haſten to finiſh my on letter, in order 
that you may peruſe thoſe of Miſs Juliet. 
May I beg of you to pay my profoundeſt re- 
ſpects to Madam de Narton, My ſiſters are 
ſenſible. how. much I love them. Inclaſed 
are the new ſongs they. aſked for. Permit 
me, dear mother, to A 
* e 10 and A ee N 10n 3 
TE Mit 26 1 
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COOLEST TSS IL 
From Juliet to Leonora, inclaſed in the pre- 
ceding. 
Dec. 18. 


7 Our lover, my dear, muſt be a moſt 

ſtrange kind o creature. To be ſure, 
you manage him well ; but are you certain 
that his paſſion is of 3 nature to bear the 
mortification of your refuſals ? This is what 
J am afraid of. Accept, therefore, all his 
preſents ; put as decent a face on the matter 
as you will; but ſtill, I ſay, refuſe nothing. 
Go affairs as they will, theſe are ſo much 
clear gain. I am very ſorry I cannot ſend 
you little Bizac, as he is at preſent bound to 
the chariot of a rich, old, fooliſh widow, in 
this country, who is ridiculouſly in love 
with him. He cannot leave this prize, 
without running the hazard of loſing all the 
time and trouble he has been at to gain it. 
1 a word, his fortune depends on her. It 
is pity! That artful Gaſcoon would have 
perſonated to the life the unfortunate, virtu- 
ous, reſpe&ful, generous rival of your booby 
Marquis. Can I be any other way ſervice- 
able to you ? Your adventure is really ſin- 
gular, For my part, I never had the art 
thus 
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thus to captivate ſuch young and unexperi- 
enced heatts. My old lover is a formidable 
creature, jealous, tyrannical, troubleſome, 
and brutal; Ihave been mortified to death for 
theſe three months that I have been here: 
but he makes me conſiderable preſents, and 
therefore I bear with him. It is neceſſary 
to make proviſion againſt the winter. I 
bave a longing deſire to ſee your little Mar- 
quis. It muſt be very pleaſant to hear him 
offer his eftcem For heaven's fake, where 
did he get that word ? It muſt ſound very 
ſtrange to you, at firſt }' Poor boy ! I ang 
abſolutely in love with him, he is ſo yery 
fooliſh ! But you will teach him wit, and 
it is but juſt he ſhould pay for his karning. 
He ſets out a dupe, and will 'finiſh' his ſtu- 
dies a knave. It is the way of the wo Id. 
Farewell, you little huſſy, I have not let 
Bizac into your ſectet, becauſe he could be 
of no uſe to you. I am wild, but F have 
nevertheleſs ſome little diſcretion. Adieu. 


LET. 
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LETTER XLII. | 
Frem Juliet to Leonora, incloſed alſo with th4 
preceding, in the la of Mr. de'Ferval. 


Saint Fermin, Jun. 16. 
W ELL, thy projects are really aſtoniſh- 
ing! A woman of uu dy truly ! 
And thou doſt intend, my dear, if thou canſt, 
to marry this Marquis !---It muſt be owned, 
| you do very well; for, at the worſt; you 
riſk nothing, if you ſhould not ſucceed, Be- 
ueen ourlelves, | however, how can you 
think of playing the dull, moping part of a 
modeſt woman ? It will be a high comedy. 
We ſhall ſee how you will ſhine in it. I 
love dearly to ſee you got upon the high- 
ropes of quality. If you ſucceed, you will 
be the heroine of our whole company. Who 
knows how far your example --- Yes, there 
are a number of fools, who only wait to be 
taught how, to make themſelves ridiculous. 
In time theſe extraordinary things will be⸗ 
come ſo common, that nobody will take no- 
tice of them; it is juſt as we are recon- 
ciled to people's faces who are ugly. At 
times-even my old ape amuſes me, Thoſe 


periods are but few and ſhort, indeed: But 
x | what 
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what can I do? Every body was not born 
for great adventures, as you are. See what 
it is to poſleſs at once beauty, wit, and for- 
titude, I have long known your extraordi- 
nary talents ; and yet, notwithſtanding that, 
you quite aftoniſh me. Proceed, carry your 
point if poſſible; you may command me in 
any thing. -Your intereſts are mine. I have 
carefully copied the letter you ſent me, and 
have diſpatched it ſafely to the poſt-houſe 
at Tours. I did not chuſe to put it in here, 
ſo near; the diſtance of Tours, the eus 
of that city, and all together, will ſerve the 
better to amuſe the reader. This letter will 
certainly be with you by Thurſday noon ; 
ſo manage your matters accordingly. I hope 
you will acquaint me with the effect of this 
little artifice. If I were in your place, how- 
ever, I would make ſure of ſomething before 


Iquitted the Opera. For, after all, that ſiſter + 


of his, that Valville too, and all theſe people, 
may find means to cool the Marquis's cou- 
rage. Think what an affair it will be for 
him to marry thee. I ſay again, however, 
fear nothing from me; I ſhall ſay nothing 
to Bizac, whoſe hands are ſufficiently full 
with his widow. He hath already got above 
twenty thouſand livres from her; which is 
Vol. I. H much 
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much better for him than the protection of 
La Roche. But, now we are on the ſubject 
of La Roche, what if he ſhould relate "his 
ſtory to the Marquis ? You ſhould take par- 
ticular care, if poiſible, to prevent their 
meeting. Vou have done wiſely i in prevent- 
ing it hitherto. Adieu, my dear, forget not 
your poor Juliet, when you are my Lady 
a . BY | 
| — — — 
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From Madam de Narton to Ferval. 
VDiaremes, Feb. 6. 
A Teens, Sir, we ſee very elearly into 
the deſign of Leonora; but this de- 
ſign is terrible. Poor Madam de St. Sever 

What would become of her, if the kn 
all ?, arne nl 
danger. Her grief would betray the ſecret, 
aud her huſband would ruin every thing, 
Put every thing in practice to prevent this 
triumph of vice, and be a little above the 
feruples. ſuggeſted by your good mother ; 
n however, up- 
any other occaſion. What raſhneſs there 
eee eee Leonora 2 
You can hi down no fied plan, but mu 
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"be directed by circumſtances ; I am certain 
you will take every n to profit by 
them. The moſt valuable intereſts of an 
honourable family are now in your hands. 
What a credit it is for a perſon of your age 
co merit ſo much eſteem as to be charged 
75 ſo nice a truſt ! Go, from time to time, 

I beg of you, to comfort my unhappy friend, 
I again repeat, that I ſhall tell her nothing. 
Adieu, Sir; depend on it I ſhall never for- 
get how much I owe to REIN. 


1 1 8 
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From alu. de St. Sever % Madam de 
Narton. 

92G 6 9 Us0K | Haris, Feb, 20, 
— E not once ſeen my brother, my 
dear friend, ſince what happened about 
two months ago. I have gathered from his 
people, that he keeps no comparty, except 
' that woman, whom he hath viſited more 
frequently than ordinary within this week. 
I kttow not what paſſed between them 'yeſ- 
terday, but the Marquis returned from is | 
Babe in a great agitation,” ' He paſſed 
the night in Walking backwatds and for- 
witds in his chamber; and having written 
H 2 to 
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to her this morning, her anſwer threw him 
into all the appearances of great diſtreſs. 
Her ſervants: ſay that, when my brother 
eame into that creature's apartment yeſter- 
day, ſhe was dreſſed in a ſtudied deſhabille, 
and ſeated on a couch, leaning backwards in 
2 very ſeductive attitude. The kind of de- 
ſpair he was in laſt night, and which he 
could not conceal from his domeſtics, made 
them think that Leonora was ſick. On 
their enquiry, however, this morning, her 
woman told them ſhe was very well. Were 
it poſſible, my dear, that ſome miſunder- 
ſtanding between them ſhould proceed to a 
rupture - But I dare not flatter myſelf ſo far. 
Yau have heard, without doubt, that Ma- 
dam de St. Albin is married to Baron Ny. 

This wedding, has farther increaſed my 
grin. I cannot help regretting ſhe was, not 
deſtined for my unhappy: brother. But at 
preſent- we have unly to think how we may 
extricate him from the danger he is in. I 
am very much obliged to Mr. de Ferval, for 
the pains, he hath taken; but I fear he may 


4 be diſguſted at meeting with ſo many obſta- 


cles. Has he any hopes of ſucceſs? It is to 
me aſtoniſhing that he knows. ſo little of my 
mer A more hw BY. 
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he. After what you have told me of his 
mother and ſiſters, I cannot but think you 
very happy in the neighbourhood of fo 
charming a family. Adieu, my dear friend; 
deſire Madam de Ferval to join her intereſt 
with ours, to engage her ſon to be aſſiduous 
in this affair. He is very deſerving, and hath 
much conſideration for me; but I fear he does 
not purſue this buſineſs cloſely. But let not 
his mother know of theſe my apprehenſions. 


— —— 
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From the Marguis to Leonora. 
Paris, Feb. 19. 
RU EL creature | You forbid me then 
to ſce you! - Unhappy as I am, what 
crime have I committed ? What but that of 
loving you to diſtraction? But how can I 
love thee otherwiſe ? Forbid me to ſee you 
If thus you choſe to return my aſſiduity and 
tenderneſs, ought you to carry your barba- 
rity ſo far as to increaſe my paſſion till I am 
no longer maſter of myſelf? Canſt thou 
think, my adorable girl, that I can ever fail 
in point of reſpe& to you? No, my dear 
Leonora; even yeſterday, in that fatal mo- 

ment when the exceſs of my paſſion prompted 
FITS H 3 me 
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me to— Did ou not then” fee the ſhame, 
repentance, "the terrible F into | 
which your reproaches threw me? I even 
adore that virtue which reduces me to deſpair. 
I ſwear to you, by all that j is  facred, that 1 
never more wilt offend your modelly ; 'but 
do not deprive me of the only happineſs 1 
have left, the pleaſure of ſceing you, Con. 7 
| ſider, my divine charmer, conſider that my 
life depends on. i it. I have ſacrificed, alas! 
every Wing to Leonora. Vou required me 
to break with Valville: it js done. I no 
longer continue to ſee my ſiſter; my dear, 
my affe ctiona te liſte r. How unhappy !_ O 
fatal rene, terrible connections]! F orgive, 
forgive, m 1 * Leonora; ;, thy love may 
mw 6 me, happy; deign 89.0 0 5 
on , to les me, again, an Wl 

all the reſt of he world. 757 nothing i is | of 
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Uke again, I. do love you — This is the 
| firſt time I haye made that confeſſion, and 
all be the laſt. I will ſee, you ho more. 
t is indeed a conſiderable facrifice I make z 
but it is what I owe, to virtue. Aſter ſuch 


_ unhappy trial, can I, without x criminal 
ttemerity, depend on that reſerve You pro- 
miſe ? It is impoffible. Believe me, my dear 
Marquis, belieye me, it coſts me not a little 
to keep you from me, to tear you. | from my 
heart. --- But, forget this fatal love, ſuppreſs 
this dangerous paſſion. Be happy, and reflect, 
if I were ever dear to you, that my honour 
is the only good I have left : rob me not 
of that. Take back your preſents, I can 
keep none of them ; but my heart will ever 
retain the grateful FR that they 
Were once apt; yy of Vght begj ins 
to illuminate my ſoul. --- Enguire , 
quay e's 4 5 5 75 | 
Opera. Ah! why did I not leave it [.oner! 
Wrapt up in my innocence and obſcurity, 
without fortune but withqut-remorſe, I ſhall 
be able to. ſubſiſt on my labour, without 


ſtanding in of the perhdious preſents & 


men. The aifheulty I ſhall have in _accul- 
toming in fly 4 liſe of labour and . 
mu ade," will” be che Arſt e t io 
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4 Whole day with Leonora; of whom he ſeems: 
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faults, which the condition to which I have 
been bred may have cauſed me to commit. 
My conſcience, is pure; let me then baniſh 
from my heart the image of a man I have 
loved too well; and mayſt thou triumph over 
your Sage in like manner. * Gig 
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H AYING Mov 1 the Marquis left 
1 che apartments of Leonora laſt night, 
with an air of deſparation; I procured an 
audience of Mrs. Martha to-day, in order to 
know if there was any likelihood of a rup- 
ture, and the ,gccafion of the Marquis's cha- 
gin. Mrs. Martha's information was as fol- 
lows. Ever ſince the affair of the letter, the' 
Marquis has been more frequent in his vi- 
fits than before; ſometimes ſpending the 


more fond, than ever ; while on her part ſhe 
looks ill-bandſomer every day; taking all 
the pains in the world to-ſct herſelf off by her 
dreſs... In hart, ſays Martha, ve have now 

neysx done with the toilette. The putting on 
a hand- 
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2 hiindFerchief only takes up ſometimes half 
an hour. And this is done with ſo much 
affectation very modeſtly covering the 
breaſt on one fide, and on the ther diſplaced 
as it were by accident. Sometimes ſhe is 
employed in ig when the Marquis comes 
in; when ſhe plays off all her little artifices 
and premeditated miſtakes, which --- which 
--- ſtay till T recolleRt --- aye, * which give 
<« even to voluptuduſneſs the charms of mo- 
& deſty,” as the Marquis ſays. You muſt 
know, that he caught her y:ſterday before 
ſhe had adjuſted her tucker, hen in haſte 
ſhe threw a cloak over her ſhoulders, but ſo 
looſely, that I who ſtood behind her chair 
preſently ſaw it flipping down behind, and 
would accordingly have drawn it up 'gently 
on her ſhoulders again. But ſhe,'perceiving 
my deſign; turned herſelf haſtily about, and 
let it drop off entirely. O horrible! faid 
ſhe, riſing up in ſeeming confuſion; and, 
ſtriving modeſtly to hide her neck with her 
hand, pretended to look about for /a hand- 
kerchief; It was to no purpoſe that I offered 
her the cloak ; ſhe kept ſtill chiding me, till 
recovering, as it were, from her ſurptiae; 
O my God] ſaid ſhe, I was looking for an- 
no TIO ad T, 9351013 SOFA * Other. 
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other. Come, give me that, and be more 
careful another time. d ems F144 Sans! 
I can aſſure you, continued my informant, 
that this piece of ſineſſe was premeditated. 
In the mean time, the Marquis. almoſt de- 
voured her with his eyes. Soon after, ſhe 
<omplained of the head-ach, and intimating 
the had need. of | reſt, the Marquis left her, 
As ſoon as he was gone, ſhe, new-Crelled. 
herſelf in/a moſt raviſbing undreſs, putting 
on an agreeable cap tied with a roſe-coloured 
ribband,  bed-gown of coſer coloured taffe- 
ty, A wich white lace, and a pet- 
ticoat of the ſame in — ber whole dreſs. 
' was calgulated to.ſet her forth, f 4 the belt ad- 
vantage. Neyer did I ſee-any thing ſo pret-, 
ty; the; was then certainly the 7717 W 
in the world ; Ws did ever her Ja lack 
eyes appear more ſparkling than th ough 15 
Jogk of languilhment which J obferved ber 
ratiſc ao SD | An a ir of tenderheſs, 
diffuſed 17 whale eden 75 le. 
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of cuſhions 3 an attitude that diſplayed her 
hands and arms to perfection. Then order. 
ing me to ſhut the window-curtain, I was 
diſmiſſed. | It was not long before the Mar- 

als teturned. I know not what paſſed be- 
Fern them, dut of a ſudden her bell rung 
vidlently. I tan wp; and found che Marquis 
at Her feet, in à ftrange Kind of confufton. 
Stay in 80 anti chamber, Martha, ſays me. 
And you, Sit, ſpeaking to tlie "Marquis, | 
pleaſe to be gone, 1 went out, and io could 
not hear diſtinctly wh at paſſed; b the talked 
much of inſult, df being wacptiged arid (6 
ay, to All hien KY Marquis replied only 
by fighs fights In about a uarter of an hour He 
tobk Lit! leave, crofling e anti chamber with 
his Wake hief'y up to to his 
him m alſo as e went 99, K 
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much concern, eniling'it with the exclama- 
tion,. Ob i ue muſt come bither again; he will 
bechere gain. Having given this letter ano 
thor reading, the called for pen and ink, and 
ſat down to unſwer it. She was a long time; 
a: very long time in writing the anſwer: 
I. believe ſhes. began her letter over again 
ſeveral times. At length, however; ſhe ſent 
i. This is all' I know, Sir, of che adven- 
turelzʒ and am not ſuch a fool but J can ſee. 
Go, go, ſhe does nothing without hav= 
ingin deſign in it. That head-ach yeſterday, 
and-ſo much trouble in dreſſing! I know --- 
Teldious as Mrs. Martha's "hiſtory had 
been, ſhe ſeemed not to have any inclination 
to fi . I was obliged, cherefote, to 
make uſe of the ſame meuns to obtain her f 
lente, as T hid done to make her ſpeak; 
giving her ſome ſol id ptoboſs of my gratitude. 
Upon which, dropping meln curt'ſey, ſhe 
reaſſured me that 1 ſhould atways' find ber a 
woman of her word, for that fhle nevet k 
hat it was t deteive any one. 80, pro 
thiſing to let ne know the ifſue of this ad- 
venture we parted. r bal ian int 
ot muft be bonfeſſed, that this Leonora i- 
a very artful Woman. I pity the Marquis 
 Tatrembly, Tam afraid —- but I ſhall fee 
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Juliet one of theſe days; ſhe is expected here 
directly. That Bizac, ſhe ſpeaks of, is an 
adyenturer of an agreeable figure enough. 
Leonora aſſiſts him, only becauſe the once 
admired him; ſhe preſented him to La Roche 
as her relation, and he gave him ſome little 
employ; of which he has deprived him a- 
gain ſince his rupture with Leonora. This 
ſellow, it ſeems, has got into the good graces 
of a,foplith old woman, whom he is bringing 
to ruin as faſt as he can. He is one of Leo- 
nora's beſt friends; but Juliet only is ber 
confident, V ou ſee, Madam, it is impoſſihle 
to get better information. I have not endea- 
youred. to ſee the Marquis of late. It were 
to no purpoſe, as I am certain he is more-paſ- 
Gonately, in love chan ever. I do my belt, 
howeyer, to conſole Madam de St. Sever, 
and to. conceal from her every thing that 

might increaſe her chagrin. Her apprehen- 
ions and uneaſineſs greatly affect me. She in 
really a moſt re ſpectable woman ; and hes hu: 
hand wants only a little diſeretion, andi a lit- 
tle, wit, to be a very palite man but Lam 
greatly afraid of his intermeddlisg in this af. 
fair. Adieu, Madam, I hope. you never will 
have any accafion to regret. the confidence 
wich which you, have hanoured . 1157 
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why cannot I acknowledge you for my wife 
in the face af the whole univerſe! This 


would be a, noble. triumph. for chy virtue; 
but let the affection and tenderneſs of thy 


huſband ſupply the place of chat runk ond 
thoſe honours which are ſo juſtly your due. 
Eg Los! how terribly am I affeQed | 

you not permit me to ſee you, to-day ? | 
Bp e anekage— 3 yig 
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us, the profeſſion it was my misfortune to 

be brought up to, in ſhort, every thing op- 
poſes ſuch an avowal. And how ſhall I ex- 
poſe myſelf 'to the inevitable danger of a 
ſecret union ? No, my dear Marquis, I 
ſhould prefer indigence, even the ſevereſt 
indigence, to ſuch a ſtate of mortification. 
What ſhould I not fuffer from the reflection, 
that in me the world deſpiſed your wife, and 
that the ſecret you would be obliged to keep 
authorized that contempt. You would ſoon 
experience what reaſon you would have to 
bluſh for ſuch an union; as the meanneſs 
of my condition would debaſe yours, Your 
relations, your friends, the public, ignorant 
or pretending. to be ignorant of your marri- 

age, would throw out ſuch animadverſions on 
your conduct, as you would feel by ſo much 
the more ſeverely, as you would be deſtitute 
of the means to evade them. How would 
all chis embitter both your life and mine ? 
Dur misfortunes might extend, indeed, ſtill 
farther. Renounce, therefore, my dear Mar- 
quis, ſuch impracticable projects] Forget 
your fatal paſſion, and ſet us heyer fee each 
other more. "Never, do T fay ! And en 
rant Word? Cruel fortune ! —-- 
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. 24 $19 eier g r feral? 
— Teens y dear Roſelle tho Fhoald 
| grief," tho“ I ſhould incur you 
—— taken. Permit me 
give you an etample of fortitude. I 
1 hand SY ds ww 


poverty, bot death itſelf, Rigs Pea 


rible to me 2s ſuch 4 Nate of humiliation. 
Had I been born — But ſuppreſs that ſuppo- 
fition. Baniſh even the idea of Leonora; 
whom ron will ſee no more. Think me 
dead to you, and you ſhall live eternally in 
my heart. What have I faid ? Unfortu- 


4 nate-cteatyre;! If von haze found, any vir- 


tues in my conduct, if :Liave, i in ny degree, 


Your rank, your fortune, your r 
r of = r 


LETTER LIU. nt 


futurity : for me, without reſources, without 
fortune, without friends --- But I will not 
proceed in the picture. Adieu, my dear, my 
too ſuſceptible Marquis; this is the laſt let - 
ter I ſhall write you, being myſelf. afraid of 
that tenderneſ which it is my duty co reſiſt. 
Alas! how {hall I be able to do it? For 
you, indeed, the honour of having overcome. 
your paſſion, of having ſacrificed, to your, 
name and family what you conceiyed to be 
your happineſs, that honour which ſo many 
efforts render more conſpicuous, will foon' 
indemaify N for = facrifice * baye 
E 8. Leid“ | e * Nor word 
ſs 4 Le L — 1 
err 1. 

From the Counteſs de Bt Sever, is Modem. do 

% Na-, Ml ee Mao 4M , 
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friend;/ mar his life ia in danger. 
hate juſt bern to ſee-him. --= Good heaven, 
ſupport me. - Lam quite om Mr., 


d Terval wilt write to you ther partie - 
t 20 SAR LF WRC SIMI WR 


= 7 TE! 


30 * deu un er * 
kt. 821 ug palin e 


k . . * : . 
811 rr 


* LEE TEL LI. 


From Mr. de Feral to Madam de Narton. 
Paris, March 2. 


Vue informed am, of 

tremity to. which gur dear Ro- 
| PIR gay About four days after the 
| We which, paſſed. ag her 7 

guis at her lodgings, totally 

him ' admittance. He returned _grievoully 
Wah and aprate fo her. The anſwer be 
wed: from her (the particulars, of . which 
not). threw him into deſpair. He 
ll ſenſeleſs to the ground, while the blood, 


thrown violently upwards to his head, Roel 
ſuffocated him 


He was let blood immedi- 


ately, but this vid wor prevent a fever, which 
lth *eenfinci}bitrts his bed for three days ;/ 
during which time lie hach deen blooded four 
ties. Yefttrday morning he had another 
lente; in e Wanſports - of Which * 
he Werl Ges on Leonore'y taking 

evety vooy m apptoathed — 
__ereture. arne are long; I revi- 
tec him yeſterdæy evening ; when I found 
him more tranquil, the fit was gone off, and 
he had very little fever: but he was extreme- 


— we, 1 could fp the; tear 
1 T teal 


7 
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ſteal down his cheeks, as I approached his 
bed, which greatly affected me, as did alſo 
bis manner of tank in ms for the proofs. 
gave him of my fnendibip. He begged. of | 
me to continue to come. every day, and not 
to abandon him. * e 
leave him; and took that 
ſpeak to him of his ſiſter, aſking him 

would not chuſe to ſee her, At this qu 
tion he fetched a deep ſigh, and cov 
face with the bed-cloaths, puke 
ately to acquaint the Countels of ber bro- 
ther'y Mingds, whinh 1 $4.50 nl. fon Br 


PREY ber locked 
affectionately at each other, and wept, for 
e, I 
cian being apptehenſiye that this moving in- 
terview might be attended with bad conſe- 
| e vel was obliged to 
| E l WHY of 


Te e 
n He ia # little. het 
ter this evening; I Vill an er 


Macls. © 117 35. 
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FRY; # March 3. 
Nb ike es; all night. 
The Countess, having aſked. the phyſician's 
opinion, thought it for her to think 
ber brother to prepare for the 
worſt, Wich this view, that worthy ſiſter, 
up her whole fortitude, placed ber- 
belt by the fide of his bed, as he came out of 
one of his fits, and, taking him affection- 
ately by tho hand, afkpd him how he found 
himſelf? Very poorly;, faid'he ; 3 
my dent ſiſters; that I am dangerouſly ill. 
hope, brother, replied ſhe, your caſe is 1 
quite deſperate, if we take care; your youth 
dnd che geoduefs of your conſtitution are 


powerful reſouters. Vour illneſs, to be ſure, 


| b dangetove,:abd. may. vary cvery moment; 
"the Jeaſtitrouble, or agitation may affe you 
much! ---Thave a greatdeal ta do, ſiſter, and 
Im byao means An entire ſub- 
-- mifiony brother, to tho will, of the Supreme 
Boing, perfect coankdenc in his goodneſs, 

cent comfeients.r|Nays: Mine reproaches 
* you cbeliews that les oi 
| n 
| "prayers. but 1 n it l ef him only you | 
vil obtain that 93 of 2 


- 
* 
A 7 * 
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f gand ſo much in need, "You are. not dying, 
but fick --- Alas ! ſaid he, I ſhould never. re- 
l gret the leſs of liſey if --= Yow-fhoukd. be re- 
cConciled, brother, to part it, whenever 
it i the wil ef God. A perfect reſignatian 
td the decrees of Providence is neceſſary to 
an; but it is the duty of u Chriſltam. 
Alas“ my ſiſter, other cauſts . Ol trou- 
ble not yourſelf, my dear friend; about any 
| thing but what relates to beaven/; turn your 
thoughts from all other objekte: . Ab! 
may I, can I do this? —- Yes, by afbftance 
from above. And do you ink: fifter, I 
am going to die? "Do vwomals think ſo ? 
Anſwer me. — I hope, brother, vou will 
not die; but God only knows. --- Am I 
ten in danger? --- You have: been, and 
mm may fall again into the ſame diſtreſs, --- The 


Al of heaven be gone, Nepliel be; I have 
Aden many einm in Gale. I-defre . 


| Wr Executrix ; 
ill entruſt you to fulfilt-my:defires. --- . 


Pope, my dear brother Heaven preſerys 
ben atem due, if it ſhould 


pend on it. — A 


- happen; depend an me. — I do de- 


1 . 
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Ur; but Was then fo extremely weak, that 
che Colrtttff drew his curtains, and paſſed 
the felt or tus night by the fide of bis bed 
Without peaking to him. In the morning 
cle Phyficizris fund him much better. And 
1 666k? ft help tating Madam de St. Sever 
how much 1 hatf adrmired her behaviour. 
Alas, Sir, rephed ſhe, theſe occaſions are 
very tetridle: but hey can we neglect ſuch 
Hfiſottadt dutles? It was my buſineſs to 


| Prepare my brother to think of death; a 


more fofenm preparation might have terrified 
him. He Would have conde ited himſelf in a 
mantier alrsady dead; and this terror, added 
to the Weattiefs he labours under from fick- 
hefs, would have ſerved tathet to depreſs his 
fpitics than fappott them. One cannot too 


oh advife the ſtek to apply to God; but 


We dutht ever to avoid throwing then into 
horrors Equally detrimental to the mind as 
Well as the Body, It is h to prepare 
kim, by ftpreſtnting tö him the danger of 
kis ftudelbi! ; but the deateſt friends ought 


tt undertake this alarming tepteſentation. 


Affection and ebrfidetice ate never more in- 
E Heeeflaty than on this occifioti. 


he Marquis, after his paroxyſm was 
| ar hk Yi Hans e . . 


| | preceding, 


IL E TT E R LI. rt 
preceding, ſeemed deſirous of talking to his 
ſiſter again about his affairs, and of relieving 
himſelf of ſomething lying on his conſcience. 
His ſiſter, however, interrupted him. You 
are now better, my dear, ſaid ſhe, and have 
need of ſome repoſe. Compoſe yourſelf, my 
dear, and feat nothing ; I will be conſtantly 
with you. ---Bur if I ſhould relapſe again into 
the ſame datiger I ſhall perceive it, my dear 
brother, and will give you timely notice. 
You promiſe ſo to do, --- Yes, I do. --- I 
fhall have a conſiderable legacy to make. 
Sir, (aid ſhe, turning to the Phyſician, da 
you think it ſafe for my brother to write. 
By no means, replied the Doctor; it will 
be very imprudent to put himſelf into any 
agitation, Well then, ſiſter, {aid Roſelle, 
J will tell it you — If I ſhould die indeed,. 
there would be no occaſion for a written, 
teſtament with you. --- But your huſband, 
Mr. de St. Sever I will anſwet for him 
as well as for myſelf. But perhaps, ſiſter, 
the object of my generoſity may nt appeat 
to you worthy of it. --- Alas, brother, if T - 
ſhould be ſo unhappy as to have ſuch a 
mournful duty to diſchatge, you may be aſ- 
ſired 1 ſhall reſpect only your intentions, 
beſtow your gifts on whowloever you pleaſe. 


I am 


122 L. E TT E R LIII. 
I] am not inſenſible of the regard which is 
due to the dying requeſts of --- Here the 
tears burſt from her eyes; her heart was too 
full -to proceed, The Marquis raiſed his 
| bead with difkculty, and, ſeeing. her ſitua- 
| tion, gently. preſſed her hand, while both 
1 kept looking at cach other in affectionate 
| ſſllence, till at length the Marquis fell into 
a gentle ſleep... I now prevailed on the Coun- 
teſs to take a little * 
March 4. 


EVERY thing continues fayourable, 
and the Phyſician gives us great hopes, The 
fever is much abated fince the fine fleep the 
Marquis got yeſterday. He had a return of 
the fit, however, to night, but his tranſports 
were not ſo violent; In bis delirium he 

- kept conſtantly. calling out on Leonora. I 

. could. only. diſtinguiſh her name, blended 

inarticulately with the words, religion ho- 

naur --- love, and ſometimes, my {iter - my 
dear er --- forgroe --- forgive me --- virtue, 
-—/&c.. His agitation was very great in pro- 

ing theſe words; the the fit did not 

| laſt long. He dus boen very tranquil this 
morning: Mr. de St. Sever does not ſtir 
rom the antic hamber. He has even inſiſted 

eee e but e. 
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LETTER LU. 123 
quis has not ſeen him ſince what paſſed be- 
tween them about ſix weeks ago, we are 
afraid his preſence now might diſcompole 
him too much. We dare not admit him 
therefore as yet; which is à circumſtance 
that adds to the embarraſſment of the Coun- 
teſs; who ſupports the fatigue of being, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, her brother's nurſe, with 
ſurprizing courage and aflduity. "Dp" 


a | Auch 5, 
HAVE I not always told you, Madam, 


that Count de St. Sever was an invincible 


Marplot, and that he would be perpetually 
doing miſchief, tho meaning well? The 
patient had paſſed a tolerable night; his fit 
was till ſhorter and'leſs violent than that of 
yeſterday. At eight o'clock this morning he 
was in a profound ſleep. The Counteſs, as 
well as myſelf, had fallen to ſleep alſo, from 
the fatigue of having been kept awake for 
' ſeveral preceding nights, Mr. de St. Sever 
ſeized this opportunity to come into the 
chamber; when, - puſhing the ſzrvants aſide, 
he ran to the bed, and haſtily throwing open 

the curtains, ſuddenly awakened the poor 
Marquis, who ſtarted up, while the Count 
OP him with great concern and voci- 
ferouſneſs, 


es E T TERATM -< 
feroufneſs. Good morning to my good 
friend: What, would you not let me ſee 
you! I atn ſure I love you as if you were 
my own fon.” --- At this he wept. In the 
mean time; the aftoniſhed Marquis knew 
not who was ſpeaking to him; till, awaken- 
ed at the noiſe, we fan to the bed. Bleſs 
me! Sir, ſaid Madam de St. Sever, how 
could you be fo imprudent as to wake him? 
— What, was he aſleep ? --- Yes --- I am 
ſorry I came in at ſuch an improper time ; 
but why did not you admit me at a more 
proper ſeaton ? Then, tutning to the Mar- 
quis, he went on: Well, child, don't take 
it amiſs ; I could not contain iyſelf any 
longer without ſeeing you.” I am. obliged 
to you for your kindneſs, returned the Mar- 
quis very low and feebly, Why, you ſeem 
to be very weak, ſaid the Count, You are 
not managed properly, If you will be ruled 
by me, and take ſome good reſtoratives, 
2 old Burgundy, now - What's 
that you propoſe, my dear, faid the Cows, 
teſs 3 ho bath mot got 11d-of the ver. | — 
Nay,:rtturned he, I propoſe nothing; but 
this ERH - in ſhort, Marquis, you have 
deen very ill, every body gave:your over, and: 
als of that * too: you have 


had 


fad a terrible ſhock, indeed, my good friend, 
Well, I hope now your follies will have an 
end. I took it much to heart that you was 
offended with me, you little rebel, you ; 
but ſtill L cannot help loving you.—— 

During this diſcourſe, the Counteſs made 
all the ſigns ſhe conld, to put a ſtop to it 3 
but to no purpoſe, It was at length inter- 
rupted by the arrival of the Phylicran, who, 
freeing us all round the bed, concluded the 
patient was grown worſe. He found him, 
in fact, a good deal fluttered ; but, being in- 
formed of the accaſion, thought proper to 


make us all retire. At this, the Count was 


norant pretender ; offering to fetch two or 


three Empirics, whom he bas taken it into 
his head to recommend. The Counteſs, 


however, begged that the Phyſician - firlt 


called in, might proceed in his regular prac- 


tee; Qn which ber huſband withdrew, ſay- 


affair. | 
The Marguis hath * much 1 


| poſed ſince this unlucky intruſion. | His ſuc- 


5 © 
+ © 


ing that, as his advice was not to be taken, 
— have nothing more to do in 4b! 


ceeding paroxyſm was more violent than the 
former. At preſent he is much better, * 
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fit is over ; but it hath weakened him to the' 
6 WEST TT 4 | 
— f cs „ * 
THANK God, his Hf'is at length out 
of danger. The fever hath left him; he 
was but little affected by it laſt night. Th 
Phyſician aſſures us the fit will not return; 
but I am afraid the poor Marquis is ſo re- 
duced,” that he will be a long while in reco- 
vering his former health and ſtrength. He 
juſt now called for his valet-de- chambre, 
with whom he deſired to be left alone. 1 
knew eit was to aſk whether Leonora had 
been infurmed of his danger. He was told 
that Martha came every day eo enquire after 
his health. He deſired to ſpeak with her the 
next time ſhe came. I ſhalt know what he 
ſays to her. „ 10 W YO 1068 mares 
Martha has juſt been here; the Mar- 
quis Hatty ſcen her alone g and, as ſhe in- 
forms me, vive her cher following meſſage 
far ner miſtreſ vn AE I cannotowrite; tell 
Leonora that I have ſufficiently! 'oxpiated: 
my fault. Tell her it is ſhe alone who 
calls me back to life, to which, if I re- 
turn I beg of her to write to me, one 
. If ſhe would not 


cane o fee me, let her at leaſt write to me. 
* 42 This 
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This ſhort diſcourſe, it ſeems, was inter- 
rupted by frequent and profound fighs. He 
appears to- me extremely thoughtful” ever 
ſince. | We ſat by him above half an hour 
before he ſpoke à word. At length be broke 
greatly fatigued ? She would have perſuaded 
him to the contrary, but he inſiſted on her 
taking repoſe, I feel myſelf, out of danger, 
ſays he, and therefore beg of, you to leave 
me to- night. Your care of me in the day 
time will now be ſufficient. / She would 
have ſtill oppoſed his deſire, but he was too 
preſſing; and intreated us both to go home. 
We ſhall leave him, therefore, this evening, 
fo that I ſhall not write to yo daily, a8 L 
have done for ſome time paſt; but will in- 
form you occaſionally of every thing that is 
intereſting ; and particularly of the progreſs 
of his cure. Adieu, Madam; the acknow- 
lodgments of the amiable. Counteſs give me 
ſo much confuſion, that I muſt intreat you 


to ſay nothing of yours: Y! e eee 
otiw' one od 4 7 e e ee 
+: 1 on, 09 3504 ore «alt. 
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F LETTER NV. 5s 
Bun A. de Ferval to Aadan de Nano · 
- Paris, Mar. B. 
Tu. Marquis — "able- 
lutely out of danger, His fever has 
Jefe him theſe three days, and the Phyſicians 
pribgounce him to be in the moſt promi- 
2 however, is Lu no 
dupe actin In the 4 
pears to me very thoughtful, ſorrawful, and 
erer 
tated by ſome terrible conſlicẽt; =. 1 tread 
———— 1 re 


B — — mn 
1 dee, he fits ehe, while his vefleRions cm 
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Madam, on account of his health; for my 
part, I am fully aſſured of his recovery. At 
the ſame time, the ſervices I have had the 
happineſs to render him in his illneſs, appear 
to. have made him a ſincere friend to me, as 


they have ſtrengthened. my attachment 9 


b ein e nt oS- 
U FIR uy 
rr 
From Leonora to the Marquis. | 


Paris, Mar. 8... 


WHAT trial, my dear Marquis, of 


my love! No. I could never have 


ſarvived you. I have almoſt reproached my- 


ſelf for the moſt virtuous reſolutions. But 


is it poſſible for virtue and honour to cauſe 


remorſe ? How have I trembled for your 


life ! But Heaven has been pleaſed to reſtore 


it, and may every future hour of it be for- 
tunate! You cannot be inſenſible of the 
impropriety of my coming to ſee v¹. Do 
not, therefore, defire it. Adieu my dear R- 
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— 5 1 Wil bio Part, el. 
Legere 
paſt, that have not been able tc 
your letter. Believe me; my dear 7 Willy 

Trend, T ſeize" the firſt werent 

am able te hold my pen, Want "you woe 
| The bettidle fte of dein Nath Gt f 
object before me in We Under 
Fe Ire] 
_ Sfappexted/ my ED 
Fon mm Fon emr to nd Hirthir th tl 8. 
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gather Mr. Valville- juſt 

iy pe raed the Mirguis defred 
I would prevent his comitig up : on which 
went down, and told him the Marqu is was 
Ag yet well r to ſee. any body. He 
: refulal with g (m1 "I connat boanars, laid 


he, witha OS is frantic x. I fer his brain 
is a8 To termed, | What mogſtrous extra- 
ve Fes 2 he, is the Marquis 


4 

tis, ſcandalous, | laid, beg. ad, ſuch. * 

e 1 abfalutely bluſh 
his folly. Adieu, Sir, Lihall 3pait till this 

1 and then I ſhall ſee. him, 

1 


gatory te me. As he is out of danger, FE am 
Hativhed. --- L an apt t6 binn, Madam, that 
this Mn Velville hats ribe i bery tender 
heath 4 ob ial u % 2b 4 
„ee de vp ie, I found the: Couns | 


TREE: 1 8 


Fr 4 little whiſe, as he had ſome bufi- 
K 2 neſs 


x 


I 
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neſs of importance to communicate to his 
Miter. I Went out. What he was going 10 


ay to her, I know not; but I am almoſt 
afraid to guefs. Vou will werter know at 
from Mahn de St. . off sn z vel 


| | — 
* 20 1 1 7 | 11191 VO „eng i 
L 4 


* e 1 E R 1 v. A baun 
ven Maalum de St Sever ia Madam de Narton. 


| . lem den noi $30! 
Fl troy 01 101% Paris, Mar, 577 
Ad my compaſſionate friend, what. 
ſeene have I got to deſcribe ! 1 5 
hank not if, I have the power; my Girits 
baue been quite exhauſted ; and I am, even 
Ae that ſtrong agitation which uſu- 
y ſucceeds ſuch violent efforts of the mi 
L Endemol, mevertheletsy, $0, recoy 
pn x Suh ought indeed to fortify myſelf 
ſyopgly.agzind that tenderneſs and gompaſ- 
dan which hei for my unhappy brother, | 
„ de Feral baving left the Marguis and 
me together, zd he informed you Jou; my brge 
thexleemed, much pleaſed ; and I/ fa by the 


exahaeraſſnent of hs looks, that be had hne. 
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gave him confidence at lengih to lay open his 
heart. My dear; my generous-liftery, ſaid he, 
throwing his arms about my neck, will, I am 
certain, condeſcend to hear what L haue to 
ſay ; at leaſt I hope, nay, I entreat it. To this 
F replied, by returning his affectionate em- 
brace. I have recovered” my health; cor. 
nued he ; but the cauſe of my mdady is not 
removed it is rooted in my heart. I am in 
love. That conſeſion alone may ſerve to ac- 
ebunt for all my paſt behaviour to you. 1 
doncealed it from you, becauſe I khew the 
diſcovery would only -ferve to aMiQ you ; 
and I was in hopes of getting the better of 
my paſſion; But ſince my unhappy love huth 
brought me to the brink of the grave, and is 


E the only means to preſerve mz life, 
is expedient for me to declare the exceſs 


of © my paſſion; in order to engage your 
pity. It is needlefs to ſpeak of wat I have 
ſuffered, "You may judge of this, my — 
vy we eitcumfkances in which! 
W Mam tes —— — k 
care'harh delivered re. Compleat the walk 
you have" begun, permit me to be nb Tonger - 
„ and” Tet me ſtill lire for πſ9m 


Fer me, Brecher! 1 would Teadily e che 


1% LETTER Lvl. 
of yours. AE the perſon you love deſtsving 


of you? Yes, ſiſter, the is. honeſt nd 
virtuens. Probity and virtue arc the only 
ments,” they” are al upon um equality; au 
are natuiully united. Whether upon the: 
fidge or upon the throne, 5 they merit equal” 
liſter, ker profeilion-Þ' her misforcune, nor 
her ur ms I nach nmabnng 

Frepoſſeiiad as I writs of thi affair, I could* 
nat ſorbeat *extlaiming at the mention uf 
Leoriors” hit I might not offend-avy* bre 
thet, howeref, I com ſelf as well as: 
_ I e618; ant told bim very eüelly, an her 
choice alone of fach 4 profeſion; ſyficicenty' 
condemned her“ | HOW dan a wemanben 
thought virtooas, Ri 1. eng vol 
erpabes her fidind "to public Minis } | Virtus' 
ſectydes'itſelf within/the precincts of hanour y 

and/we ebnen when Wanen have ba- 
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embrace this vn of life? We. onght t - 
de 60 haſty to condemm the vunfartunatet; 
NNicir very faults; are gſten going ,. 
thamadditional «nyaluntary, misfgrtungm . 
digence o the fidk, alum thate 
preſents i £3.40. that, if they Qauls. che; 
riſk, che little uirtuę they. have left, hen 
then prrceive hat they have ſuffegid . 
publis opinions: od they, not merit all ou 
indulgence and compaſiion ? be dee 
lens pity. them my dear, lifter, 
condemn them. I am not inſenſi —_— 
ther, that Hur is dus 0 the unfortunate 3 
but let not your ſenſibility deceive you, Can 
you. Jinagiae that: if, your Leonora had been 
teu airs; the: cyuld have found no re- 
ſauacm hut iu Opera Vistue will em- 


byte infligenes a avoid {hams 53nd .hath.. 
neycr;recowrle taſþame; to * 


lodifgaledomind 2 
9 —— a iulle. 
n | 
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with their charms ? Many of have no 
other merit than their beauty, and their views: 
of fortune a are folely founded-on the inordi 
nate paſhons they inſpire. But, / ſuppoſing. 
their intentions ever ſo pure, is it poſſible for 
thoſe who are continually ſubjected to the 
mol ſeductive temptations to vice, to remaſn 
attached to virtue, which preſents to teir“ 
view nothing but auſterity and mortiſication « 
Should there be any one capable of {o much 
fortitude, Her virtue itſelf would ſoon c 
pel ber to fly from the 1 with which 
ſhe would be ſurrounded. A ER 
What! faid my brother, Arbe impa - 
tient air of, a man who — » 
no longer, ixit impoſlible then for an-Operi. 
ſinger. to be virtuous? The Ton, Man OG 
the Towh, v rho. are wicked and unjuſt; who | 
calumniate t © women even before their 
— hath gebaſed them; it is the Toum 
is, brother, Bid I, let us not gr. 


m 1 not the way to teaſon: we 
final Fe 9 2 1 we are —— 


hole n. pain nel ly 
4 | the N In there 
i . Who + 615 


LIE T 7 + * An 
kind of teſpèct, chey are ſuch whoſe 1 4 
genius and tifehts habe prompted Wem 5 
diſtinguiſh themſetves, and have tHerch by ob- 


tained,” with the applauſe of the pUbire,' eh 
flattering diſtinction which'is affixed ts * 


—— But it appears.t to me,” 
(1hope "without offence to you, vole, 4 
that Leonora cannot be ranked eicher amon 
thoſecuctreſſes we admire, or hee to w 
perſona! character is paid the leaſt e 
Whar'is the voict or opinion of ge 
to me; Af I know them to be fulſe and 
juſt? Would you give up an 2 5 995 
ture to the fury of a prejudiced” p opulace, 5 
excited" by mĩſrepreſentatibn and alumny ? * 
— No, I oth ou, brother, 7 
ought to pbt little? confidence id the pr fue , 
dices of the public; but we wh to! 
ſtill dess in our . You 4-4. 
ingenuous, gad honeſt. Pheſe ee wa- w K. 
mem ufed td put oh all appedrances, 1 
play various parts well æ no c me: 
pocriſy can impoſe on ſimplici c 
far the maſt of virtiih may edt 9 * 
heart unh, Thefe are” m ons 
much more experienced and cle 15 | 
than yon that Have had the misfortun 
inte eee ſnres t . Alb thle T — 5 
* ſaid 
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ſaid the moſt undoubted 
of the vittye of Leonora. 1 Ae 
ſo Frank, w noble, ſo - difinvereſted lo 
Wunts bnly 4 title and eſtate; to fender Her” 
one of the moſt reſpectable of women. WAS 
can blame me for rewitding her Hattie } 

Thoſe enly bn eee 
ſelves;”'*F the 
tune'hzth dame to her merit I will raile — , 
to the'boriditivn to which ſheiought"ts have 
been bon; and you will Tee, tharthe weep" 
public who calumniated Leonora will ire 


Jer ſor the Murchioneis de NO. 
ele d ni ei lag ich ni noftsRogs77 toid 


Here he flopped, and gave u deep fighy { 
like #imanwho had juſt pdt cid of ſomething : 
trat lay heavy at his Heart; Þ obſerved u 
ſtedfatiy, and perceived he was för ſame? 
time Wholly/tzker dp this pleaſlureuſ 1 
faw thaty Khile he Was in this agitatinn, che- 
would neither heat, nor underſtand any ahing 
Diele a0 oppofe;chis!defigd. | Hes 
had 5ptreduebe it, by x prliminary apologyy / 
the validity of: which It was! perhaps peedieſs. 
tot diſputegnu⁰ο De] have well: admitted it 

withgud wea kewag thoſe powerful arguinabts. 
] kids produce againſt fuch wre flu itt f 
5 at 
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at; che circumſtancea, led on. Af A 
pretty long lence, the Marquis, ſeęming o 
reggvcr his attention, looked at me ay af he 
his. , nomen o lung Rom 21 M 302 

— — toattend. 
and ſentitude enough: to hear we dn hope: 
I havey/ replied. ne, I ought and wilh enden: 
veal it s hut, ſiſter, continued; he ,a. 
falle, prepodiedion! hath: its aeal. it in- 
ation, as well as paſſian. As it, a y Su, 
brother, I am to plead, ſome allo an˖,jLu 
ſhould be made: ſor the, uealiof A. def ay + 
chief prepoſleſion 1 in this caſe is in of 51 
you. it, is one of the: ꝓrepoſſeſtonz of 04- 
ture : ĩt is ſuperior to all others, and attach. 
ed any to my own duty and your geal ing 
tereſt: I wilbeven be as tender as pale 
oſ — —  Ah1,would;, 
tochcaven |; my dear brother I Would t 
heaven | that woman was ſuch agiyiou ima 
git .L would appeal to herſelſ und gruſt 
in ber hands. If ſhe bo really; 
vittuous, the will reinpire you with thoſe 
ſentimentt of delicacy ani dechrum, bich- 
a blind paſſion only hath made $01 ſarget. 
If me hath any principle of. hover; herſelf, 1 
er 6 
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& "Gevite herſelf. | If ſhe loves "you, he 
will hever confent to expoſe'you to the dH 
gutt, chagrin, and rep-neamce; He mut 
enſue on taking ſo mortifymg 4 ſtep. If 
ſhe be prudent, ſhe, will avoid an ele 
tion, which ſhe will be ſenſible ef onty by 
the moſt humilia ing circumſtances und re 
eos b it 
Do not fatter yourſelf, brother, that ydut 
nate is ſufficiently ĩlluſtrious to efface the 
ignominy, attendant on that of Leondray 
without being itſelf tarniſhed by the unten. 
You will be more debaſed by her name thai 
the will de honoured by yours; and the th 
pudlick ſhould pay ſome reſpect o the Viar- 
chioneſs/ de Roſelle; do you think it iI 
ſpare you that publiek, which» you have 
reſpedted ſo little? that publick, teien 
knows that your birth” impoſes on you, the 
duty of behaving with decorum and dignity t 
that publick, which is the jealous avengex 
of ronow?, of which it is both the lawygiver 
and judge, ſenſible that it ſhould reſide / in 
the breaſts of perſons of your rank ic 
utmoſt purity: and majeſty ; and ready to pu. 
niſh with obloquy all:thoſe:who-venturelt6 


vidlaww its ſicred i You may, doubridls; 
: . of and | 
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ani contempzibletindividusla, who, Tia vs 
themſelves on ſingularity, and are, gyef op; 
poſing the molt. reſpectable of pyblic,opigi- 
ons, in order to be, cxcuſed. from obſetying, 
that decency and decorum Which they ne- 
ceſſarily impoſe 3 but ſuch perſons are them- 
ſolyes ſo baſe, and worthleſs, that their very 
ſuffrage is diſgraceful. Vou may find ſome 
among theſe mean enough to flatter you, 
from motives of intereſt; and others, wWhim- 
ſical and capricious enough to beſtow; diſin- 
tereſted approbation on the follies of others. 
But put the caſe home to them; aſk them 
ſerioully if they would themſelves act in the 
ſame manner, or-approve of a fimilan conduct 
in their children or brothers, and you, will 
find them change their tone. The utmoſt 
conſolation. you; are to expect, is the pity oſ 
ſuſceptible and indulgent minds ; that oom- 
paſſion. which. they naturally. feel» ifos the 
weak;and.the unhappy. iis 451d bq wr 
He ſer med 0 liſton to hat I aid with 
looks of profound attention ; When, raiſing 
his head as 1 Ropped, he anſweredꝗ that he 
did not ſee k either bis juſti heation on happi- 
neſs: in the opinlon of others; but in the 
teltamony, of, a good (conſeiente; his love, his 

and 


bas 
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| ted bintes,, Meästn, added be) with am dr 
—— 


receiving myſelf warmed and ny tobi 
—— benour I conſcience! ho- 


— epetbck te prar eee 
-\that winlstiom of decorum, juſtice,” reaſty 
and nawre; which wvitt * 
of ech an hateful ſacrifice of your © vt. 
„nd indeed, what right have you as u e- 
aan, adornet: with prerogatives and honours ; 
het tight, L ſay, have you. to pervert the 
atder of ſociety, which, in daftingoiſhing the 
_ _ ations off indjviduale: for: thei good! of the 
Late hach in effect engaged that fuck 25 the | 
_ | plac55i8 zn honeunble rank: ſhould be u- 
ther, a; mean not ungreteful as: 16) dſturb 
the. publig harmony by their: own debaſe- 
Went 7. T ke. order lay hn annexod 
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rank are more particularly entruſted wich 
_ | thax noble depaſu, the preſervation of pub- 
ne order, diſgrace your nation, in deptixing 
it, as far as lies in your: power of tat te- 
9 _ order; and decorum of manners 

Which haue been tranſmitted to au from 
ur a / E Why do not you ceaſe to 
de member of that ſociety, againſt; whible 
Nd order) you, are 4 declared c not 
„only, by dreaking through'it in yeutr [own 
_ perſon, but by ſeteing à bal ena, to 
- orbers.. roma EE 


wm Leonorz's ſucceſs? How) wil VD u- 


fiyer it ta your country, that may juſtiy re- 
proach | yougt ad an anworthy and unnaturüf 
child, flying ih the face of an indulgent᷑ pa- 


mant MWhatiauſwet can you'n Fa nen 
byron rare reproachet for diffuſin 


of: fpitit amongiothers of the 
,yout deſectien ſiom that — op 


Agntty, which you ure hob 46! Bean? 
WWhat-ceply will you make tothe evylAinte 
of thofe.deſolated or divided! Fanitties, 'Wwho 
mayzjuſtly accuſe you of Huving bed che d. 
undntabl way to their deſtructt dn FD 
Ats! will 
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will you juſtify yourſelf even to your own 
family, when they aſk you, wherefore you 
have tarniſhed their name and hofiours by 
ſuch debaſement ? That name is not yours, 
unleſs it was yours alone; and the diſhonour 
you caſt upon it will be injurious to all 
thoſe who bear it. They. will have the 
daily mortificaticn of being confounded with 
you and your offspring; and will thus all 
thare the puniſhm nt of your crime. Our 
family, formed to avenge every inſult that 
ſhould be oficred. it, hath not been hitherto 
diſhonoured; and ſhall it be faid that you, 
my brother, was born to render it conſpi- 
cuouſly infamous, both in yourſelf and in 

yo ur aig tron Shall the Marquis of Ro- 
lle give his children ſuch a mother as Leo- 
nora? The moſt inveterate enemy of our 
houſe could not wiſh to give them any other. 
But you owe to your children that purity of 
blood, which you, Sir, have derived from 
thoſe to whom you are indebted for a being. 
Depend on it, that very blocd will cry out 
againſt you, if you mix it with ſuch as is 
vile and carrupted. --- You ſigh, at this 26 
fleion ; and muſt doubtleſs ſhudder at the 
of thoſe unhappy children ; unhappy 
3 and ever bearing about, he in- 
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delible marks of proſeription, 28 the off- 
ſpring of that diſorder hich is deſtructive of 
the very being of ſociety. They cannot fail 
af being conſtantly mortiſied with a ſenſe of 
their on indignity. They will find the ca 
open to other families, ſhut up againſt them 
and their children. They will have daily 
cauſe. to lament their birth; and to bluſh at 
being the offspring of ſuch, a mother. The 
public will call them, by way of opptobrium, 
the children of Leonora. They will tranſmit 
the like diſhonour to poſterity ;- the mark of 
their diſgrace being already legibly ſtamped 
on the unformed features of theit᷑ grand chil - 
dren: And can you reſlect upon this, and 
not prefer death to ſuch a marriage; to the 
miſery of being a father on ſuch terms? 
Will your paſſion, your Leonora, be ſuffi- 
cient to enſure your happineſs? Leonora 
herſelf, brother, can never be happy. At 
preſent ſhe is every thing with you, becauſe 
ſhe-is not in your poſſeſſion, and you are 
infatuated by the deſire of gratifying yoν 
paſſion. But were ſhe once yours, you would: 
by:degrees recover from your preſent intoxi- 
wanting to happi Nou would per- 

on. I. L ceive 


146 LETTER 1 vn. 


ceive your former ſentiments of honour re- 
vive; you would inſenſibly be awakened by 
the conſcientious voice of nature and probity, 
demanding 4 reſtoration of their violated 
prerogatives. Love alone is by no means the 
whole of our obligations, nor can alone con · 
. ftitute our happineſs, That paſſion is a mere 
inaßon, 4 violent and tranſitory "Rate of 
mind. Its ebullitions ſubſide wied age; the 
charms which new are fo very ſeductive, will 
decay ; and the time will come, in vhich you. 
will condenin'yourſelf more ſeverely than you 
will be condemned by others, and that by fo 
much the mere, as your repentanee and re- 
morſe will irritate you againſt yourſelf, Tou 
will” then bluſh for your indiſereet paſſion, 
you will mourn for a misfortune that will be 
irreparable; and will be glad to give up 
the latter part el your life Wanne, 
mer- 

On What grounds do you e ther eur 
that you (ll continue Jean in loye, he- 
loved; and happy? "Who hath aſſured you df 
this? Is it Leonera? Or is it your ownr. 
heart? Many fond attachments, alas]! have . 
ended in deſpair, with ſuch light Tecuritics!,._ 

All this time the Marquis flood Went and: 


_ motionleſs; 2 that Kind ſtaggerel 
2 N 1 : 


9 
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his reſolution, therefore, I proceeded thus. 
I fr 1, (as gu | ſee) that Leonora hath all 
the good qualities . affects; that ſhe ſin- 
2 entertains for you all that love and 
regard to which ſhe doubtleſs pretends ; that 
the illuſions of the earlier part of life are 
never to be diffipated ; that ſhe will conduct 
herſelf like a woman born in your own rank, 
and educated among your own family ; ; that 
the” will gove;n your. houſe with equal dig- 
nity and prudente; that ſhe | may prove both a 
faithful wife nd tender mother; that ſhe may 
inculcate worthy principles and delicate ſen- 
timents in the minds of your children; that, 
he may ſerve them as an example, and give 
them an education ſhe bath not received : 1 
ſuppoſe that And I ſuppoſe (cried the 
Marquis, interrupting me with great vehe- 
"mence) that à ſiſter, who loves her bro- 
ther, ſhould pity his errors, and not inſult 
him; I ſuppoſe farther, the Marquis de Ro- 45+ 
ſelle is a better judge of what is neceſſary to 
his happineſs than the Counteſs de St. Sever 
and that, being free and independent, he is 
maſter to diſpoſe of himſelf, as he ſhall think 
proper, in ſpite of thoſe who may oppoſe 
;bim. Having faid this, be baſtily turned 
* was * 1 room. 1 


— 


- 


kan after him to op his going; my ur 
brother, ſaid I ---- I have no ſiſter, replied 
he, making an effort to diſengage himſelf 
from me; which he did. Greatly agitated, 
« Spirit ok my Father,” cried. I, My dear 
Mother] aſſiſt me in this terrible conflict oe 
At the mention of theſe ſacred. names, he 
trembled and ſtopt; permitting me to lead 
him back to a ſopha. Here I ſtood. up be- 
fore him, while he leaned; back, with, his 
eyes ſhut, and in the moſt affecting emo- 
tions. Hitherto the warmth,6f/my zeal had 
| ſupported my ſpirits, and elevated me above 
c * myſelf; J was inſenſible and ſeyere; not 
| thinking how much he ſuffered, by my di 
coufſe, put attending only to the effect it 
had on the reſolution, he had/hinted., It was 
not then tay buſineſs! to-pity hit, but to 
alarm, and, if poſſible, to work a 3 
on his heaft. I chundered out my 
ſtrances, and expreſſed the indignation I felt, 
without mercy. But nom tenderneſs, and 
ſenſibility retook poſſeſſion of my heart, 1 
began 'to be again alatmed for the health of 
this unhappy brother, and, under this appre- 
henſion, burſt into a flood of tears ; bathing 
one of his hands, which I tremblingly preſled 
in mine. On chi be opened W — 
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aye me a look that tenderly reproached me 
for forgetting his infirm ſituation, and ſtrong- 
ly ſollicited my compaſſion. Mixing his 
tears with mine, O, ſiſter ! ſiſter ! ſaid he. 
Alas, my brother! ſaid I, forgive my cru- 
elty ; Lam yet your ſiſter. Ves, you are, re- 
plied he, in a faviltering voice 3 forgive me, 
and J am ſtill your brother. We recovered 
our ſpirits by degrees, and I thought I per- 
ceived a ray of ſerenity on his countenance; 
when, addreſſing me in a pathetic manner, 
and moving tone of voice, capable of affect- 
ing the moſt inſtnſible heart, My dear ſiſter, 
ſaid he, I am afraid I have ſaid ſomething to 
you which I ought not; if it be ſo,- conti- 
nued he, putting on a ſmile both of affection 
and tenderneſs, our tears have effaced its re- 
membrance. Vou have been witneſs of the 
excels of my paſſion for ---- (here he pauſed, 
forbearing to mention the name of Leonora.) 
Yow are ſufficiently apprized of my deſign ; 
you have oppoſed it as became you; but you 
argue wich a man in love, ho cannot be 
perſuaded. I made no anſwer to your re- 
monſtrances; but I felt, notwithſtanding, 
thut my heart had ſomething to ſay; I could 
nd bling it dut, indeed; it probably would 
Abt haye been ſatis factory to you; tho” it ap- 
＋ 0 237 2 S* 55:50 'L'3 DS IE ' pears 
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pears to me unanſwerable. Pardon me, my 
dear ſiſter, but I cannot change my reſolu- 
tion; all that I can do for. you is, not to put 
my deſign into execution ſo foon as 1 intend- 
ed, I thall think upon every thing you have 
faid to me; and give you my word of hon- 
our, that I ſhall take no ſtep. in this affair, 
without giving you previous information. 
Are you ſatisfied with this? I think it is gain- 
ing a good deal upon me. You, ſiſter, who 
| are my friend, and wiſh my happineſs, ſhould 
4 in your turn, do ſomething for your brother. 
| Be indulgent enough to put yourſelf in my 
1 place; conceive, if poſſible, the diſtreſs of 
=— my ſituation, and perhaps, added he, in a 
1 plaintive tone, * will conſent to my hap- 
pineſs. 
irie eee when he, had 
done ſpeaking ; and I replied to what he had 
faid in the moſt affectionate manner: I thank- 
ed him for the promiſe he had made me; and 
we tenderly embraced each other. The Count 
de St. Sever, entering ſoon after, put an end 
to this affecting converſation. ; ne. 
What, my dear friend, have I not fn fear ? 
What have I to hope? It is ſomething that 
we have gained time: but he is ſo taken, ſo 
faſcinated with this creature, that all _ 


"| 
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vale we 6nd means either to undeceive him 
with regard to her pretended virtue, or take 
more rigorous meaſures, ---- But theſe would 
be dreadful ; as they would certainly be fatal 
to his health. 'To loſe his honour, or his 
life ! What an alternative] O, ſupport me 
Give me, at leaſt, ſome conſolation by your. 
advice. My regard for him is ſuch, that; if 
he ſhould take the opportunity when my 
| heart is entirely devoted to friendihip, I feel 
I ſhall not be able to refuſe my conſent. 
How ardently do I wiſh, that poverty and 
obſcurity of birth were all the objections to 
be made to the object of his paſſion ! I wayld 
go, find her, and myſelf give her hand to my 
brother. I reſpect, indeed, the circumſtance 
of birth, becauſe it is an additional motiye 
to virtue; but in fact it is only the git of 
chance, oſten uſeleſs to our e and 
I am far from deſpiſing thoſe who have not 
this advantage. Nothing is mean in m. 

eyes, but vice. A woman of low birt! 

might well bear the name of my brother; 
were ſhe otherwiſe reſpectable by her virtue, 
I ſhould” think her ſufficiently honoured by 
the name of her huſband, and would make 
her my friend and companion. My familia- 
ity with her would be a proof of her merit ; 
1 L 4 . 


and when the public ſhould ſee her reſpected 
and ſupported by an honourable family, from 
which her birth ſeemed to have excluded her, 
they would not dare to entertain a diſreſpect 
for her, nor would they long cenſure her 
brother. But an infamous proſeſſion ! A 


ſeandalous life]! No, my dear Counteſs, I _ 


ſhould be the baſeſt of women if I ſhould 
conſent to ſuch an union. Adviſe, conſole, 
— yl. 


vice, conſolation, Pair nar nu og 


rn es 
1 "TY E 1* I. 4 
From Ma: 


alas} troy. 1 4 19.4 i -44-- 
mmi mn, MCT _ 

W HAT advige, what counſel can I give 

mp friend, which her o.] ſenGbility- | 

and diſcretion will not readily ſuggeſt? Vour 

own, heart, my dear Counteſs, will be, as it 

hitherto, hath been, your beſt guide and di- 


rectpr. But I ſee. that your remonſtrances,  - 


however rational and juſt, will but dightly 


. e reſolution of your unhappy brather; 
on bath, blinded his underſtand- 


n that pathetic ſtroke, which drew tears 
© 5 Fat | from 


ing. The tenderneſs you diſplayed towards 


-- 
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from my eyes in the peruſal of your letter; 
8 g to his remembrance the venera- 


vailed on him to hear you, and obtained his 
promiſe of delaying his intended marriage. 


Perſeyere, my dear friend, in giring him 


the ſtrongeſt proofs of your love and friend- | 
ſhip ;-let him ſee that you are ready to fe- 


cond, nay, to anticipate, his wiſhes; in re- 
gard to what is juſt, reaſonable; and decent; 
but, let him, at the ſame time, perceive, ' 


through your tendereſt careſſes, an unalter- 
able firmneſs of reſolution to oppoſe what is 
not ſo, Avoid, as much as poſſible, every 
thing that may turn the converſation on this 
fatal ſubject. Let him read in your looks, 
in your whole- countenance, that you feel a 


Kind of horror at hearing the very name of 


Leonora. Vou cannot ſay more to him than 
you have already ſaid. To repeat it, will 
ſerve only to weaken the force of its impreſ- 
ſion on his mind; and your altercations may 
not always end ſo tenderly as the laſt. If | 


once he ſhould harbour reſentment, all is 


loſt. Adieu, my dear friend, you are ſenſi- 
ble there is no perſon in the world, who 
eee ein gene eee 


Al. 
LE r. 


le idea of his dead parents; this alone pre- 


1 
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THEM! Paris, March 26. 4 
1 my dear friend, amidſt the 

utmoſt. uneaſineſa and diſtreſs. Mr. de 
St. Sevet hath. entirely undone us. He 
went yeſterday, without conſulting me, or 
laying any thing of his intention, to the houſe 
of Leonora; whom | he treated with great 
ſeverity, ending his menaces with that of 
having her confined. In the evening; he told 
me of this raſh adventure; and, fecing I was 


greatly diſplcaſed with ſo unadviſed and pre- 


cipitate-a ſtep, he grew angry ; telling me 
that he had done it only for my fake, to put 


an end to my uneaſineſs ; for that he could 


not bear to ſee me under ſuch conſtant fears 
and apprehenſions, and that che only way to 
cure my brother of his extravagant: paſſion 
wat to remove the object of it. The mil- 


chief being done, my denr, it wis uſeleſt 
to remomſtrate; I therefore ſaid little; but 1 
foreſum what hath ſince happened. My 


brother hath left us ---< Good God i what a 
rage | I till tremble at the thoughts of it. 
rr heard from that creature, of my 
huſband's 


LETTER IX. Is; 


huſband's menaces, he flew into the moſt 
violent paſſion; and, had I not been preſent, 
might have proceeded to the greateſt extre 
mities. Mr. de St. Sever was determined to 
tell him all he thought and knew of Leonbra; 
but my brother returned him only a look of 
indignation ; till he puſhed the matter fo far, 
as to aſk him ironically, if he was not making 
the proper preparations. for his marria ve? 
At this, the Marquis interrupted his railing, 
and told him, in the greateſt fury, that he 
had no meaſures to keep with us any longer; 
that his reſolution was taken; that he would 
ſet Leonora above our inſults, by making her 
his wife; the preparations, added he, ſhall 
not be tedious; nor will I be accountable for 
my conduct to any but myſclf. The tears 
which ſtoad in my eyes, and now burſt forth 
in abundance, appeared greatly to aſſect him; 
while looking at me with great emotion he 
advanced a ſtep or two towards me; but, 
ſtopping ſhort and turning ſuddenly about, 
he flung out of the room, leaving me in the 
greateſt 4 Ae and aflition, O, my deat 
friend, how ſhall I be able to 8 * 
e on n | 


| Lr. 
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From the lip de Roſelle 10 te Cn de 

= FP: 93 ba Saint-Sever. b 

nd | | Paris, March 27. 

I "i bear the reflection, my dear ſiſter, 

of giving you ſo much diſquietude, I 
know your, heart, and am ſenſible you could 
not give into the inſolent project of your 
huſband. The effect of your tears may con- 
vince you that you are dear to me, I would 
have given my blood to have ſtopped them, 
and cannot forgive myſelf for cauſing them to 
flow. Had the violence of my temper per- 
mitted me to reflect, you ſhould not have 
been witneſs of ſo mortifying a a ſcene, I love 
you, my dear filter, and am ſenlible both bf 
the obligations r owe you, a f what 
you have a right to expect o me. When 
the heart 25 1 may e ft. "By t 
wherefore,, ſhoul d de St. Sever | wie 
that tenderneſs which I have for you, and 
the aſcendant \ which he knows you ave over 
me? By what right? By what authority, 
dath he take upon him thus to inſult me ? 
Think not, dear ſiſter, that I ſuffer leſs than 


Gs a cx. 


*- 
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to renounce the pleaſure of ſeeing you. My 
affectionate friend will compaſſionate her un- 


happy brother 5 but let her not condemn an 
invincible paſſion. Believe me, the object of 
it is really virtuous. Let me ftill poſſeſs a 
place in your affections; forgive thoſe tranſ- 
ports which 1 deteſt, and ought to have oy 
cealed from you ; and entertain not the ſenti 
ments of your huſband. Permit me to Fes 
the n e of ay tenden ri ne 


5 22711 
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LE 3 E R A. 
From Madam de St. n 


4 
| wag "Parts, March 27 7. 
Ranouyer the ſight of me! O, 
5 0 ls it le? Alas, 1 
never ſurvive N Fa tting ſuch a de in 
execution. N ou mut not, Will riot, 
1 it. Ll Sor elit tr i e and in me 
or thoſe dear parents we have loſt, excite in 
vou all thoſe UA ſentithents' you feel 
1 15 it i impothble for you to forgive 
| huſband his 2 to ſerve you? This —— 
too impetuous and miſtaken, but his good- 
will is his only crime. He is ſenſible, my 
| ear brother, 2 no tight, no - 
thority 


* rer „ 


tee 


158 L E TT ER LXIIl. 

thority over you, but thoſe of affection. He 
deſires no other; nor intereſts himſelf in 
your affairs, in, any other light, than as a 
friend and hrather. I long moſt ardently to 
tupate, would fly to you, with my huſband; 
the, cemenybzance-of what is paſt, and confirm 


angw the ſneerity of our love and friendſhip. 
---Lex me entmat of you, then, my dear bro- 


ther, not to deprive us of yu 3 


32 2 nere * 


* 
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PE CP fo Madam d: St. Sever. | 


1 Ne! 2 t 
Haris, Mar. < 28. 
Ii my dear fifter, to with- 
ſtand on Adee follicitation ; z but - 


it is etſu: e for me to conſent to 
your "With4nd. He will re be as 
wilting Ac to = me. If you u would be 
alone His Evening ---- promitſe me-this, and 
Tem be Wit You by ſeven o'clock. I hall 
not de able yo" ſay above 4 minute; but it 
will de füfcleht that I fhalt have ſeen 1 
aud bene weck the es of et era! fiend 
In S129 e 00117 eee ? 1 it 4 N 


rb nedtuf Ve fl einen eternal U 
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f ta Madam de Vatons = 


TRE tai Paris, March 29. 
LAS! my dear, we have now no re- 
ſoutee I had not totally loft the friend- 
ſhip of my brother, when, is dere beter 
ing, he conſented to re-viſit me, on condition 
that my huſband ſhould not be prefent vt out 
interview. With mach dificufty 1 ob- 
tained, or, at leaſt thought 1 had obtained, 
the favour of Mr. de St. Sever's abſence. He 
promiſed to leave me alone, and 1 gave my 
brother the like aſſurance. The Count 
s&ually went out; ſoon after which my ro- 
ther artived, and returned my ſalutations 
with an air of the tendereft aſfection· After 
the firſt effuſiorts of our hearts, he infiſted on 
ty promiſe” not to mn, Leonora, ot uſe 


nne. 


ne mould think himſelf Liferraged from the 
promiſe he had made me; not to. haſten his 
martiage. I was going to reply, when Mr. 
de St. Sever une xpectediy entered the room: 
with u look of gaiety mixed with ſeverity, 
My ſurprize could not perſuade my brother 
tat T had not combined with my huſband to 
deeive bim. — which he pave me 


3h r 
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as he roſe up to go out, vas ſufficient to 
convince me what paſſed in his mind. Mr. 
de dt. ever ſtopped him, and told mg he 


_ "was. extremely aſtoniſhed that he ſhould de- 


fare him on any occaſion to go out ofchis own 
houſe; that he was not accuſtomed to ſuch 
kind of behaviour 3. that what he had been 
— — 
never ceaſe to put him 


2 ruin he was going to plunge 


hinmſelſ into; that - his honour-abliged him to 
endeavour to ſtop the progreſs of a deſtructive 
paſfion g chat he would, at all- hazards, pre- 
vent the gifhonour of his family,-nor ſuſfer 


his brother-in-law to conclude ſo abominable 
2 martiage: I will certainly ſhut up that 
P We gp nefingy yen- 


volubilicy, that it was impoffible to inter- 


rupt his harangue, had my brother ei even 
deigned to reply. This, however, he did not ; ; 


ba, with-s exten and difdatuiul air, turning 
Are theſe your promiſes, 


him, hat he threw me from. him. with indig- 
r 2 


e _ 
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what I had to ſay. It is now all over, and 
I hall certainly ſee him no more; nay, his 
deteſtable union with that creature will pro- 
bably take place immediately. I will nat 
how much am I to be pitied ! We have nom 
no other means than thoſe of violence; un- 
happy, weak reſource! For is not my chro- 
ther his on maſter? If his reſolutiom be 
actually fixed, we can only ptevent his do- 
ing that immediately, which he will- certainly 
do ſometime hereafter. Add to this, that I 
know not what right we have to deprive 
member of ſociety of bis liberty? Am I 
more prudent or powerful than the laws ?...I- 
have ſent for Mr. de Ferval, to inform him 
of what has happened. I have no hopes but 
in him; and even in him, alas! how weak 
are my preſent hopes! I was never ſo dif- 
A Adieu, N 


— 


— * 
— CE” „ 


8929 7 , 


| LETTER XV. 1 
— 4 


Tei us. 

Ov a n have never been ſo 
great, nor ſo well-founded as at preſent: 
The Marquis conceives bimfelf entirely dif- 
Fox. I. M engaged 
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lengaged from the promiſe he made the Coun- 
teſs his ſiſter. The apprehenſions he was 
under of Leonora's confinement, and per- 
haps her own fears of ſuch an event, bave 
mot only induced him to conceal her, in the 
houſe of ſome confident; but to haſten his 
marriage. I am informed of the Notary, 
ho is to ſign the contract this very even- 
ag. Having à watchful eye on his condudt, 
1 KAT 90329 

I have'this moment received the packet I 
e ed Late A- 
dacu, Madam ; I fly to this unhappy, delu- 
fed youth, in hopes of timely Matching from 
MD co- 
vers chem. 


e A. n 
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b geh Paris, April 4, one 0" click in 
(0a — 2 an 381? 
Wer Ade, to honour me 

with the name of brother, the vileſt, 
he moſt abandoned of men ? One wbo hath | 
Imbrued his hands in the blood of his friend 


— ef nh - the excclicnt = 
44 * 
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But my death only can expiate ſo deteſtable 
a, crime. The ſurgeons, indeed, tell me, 
his wound is not mortal, I am at preſent at 
his own apartments with bim. Haſte, my dear 
ſiſter, to compoſe my agitated, mind, and to 
LAN N r all con- 
ern for his own to the preſeryation of 
mine. Good Heaven ! could, pothing leſs 
than the blood of dach a fend hahe the 
horrid ſtains of my execrable paſſion ? not 
leſs deteſtable now than the object which 


inſpired it; tho' in deteſting her I muſt ab- 
bas b. $1643 ©] VI 4-4 1668 i Low) 


TN 27 4 
From the Counteſs de St. Sever in Madam 
KOI gt es e Narton. „ 
W Paris, 
Py dear; friend | 80 
have affairs been brought ! How ſhall I 
inform you; how. inform, Madam de Feryal, 
that her deſervipg fon hath narrowly eſcaped 
falling a victim to. the miſtaken fury of 
_ unhappy brother ? Bu hs to ar 
Providence hath ſaved the life of ous. atnia- 
ble friend, our generous benefactor; who is 


1 wp . 
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give you this aſſurance before I begin the 
ſhocking relation I ought to acquaint: you 
alſo,” for the honout, and in juſtification, of 
the unfortunate Marquis, that it/is from him 
T have received information of thoſe mortia 
fying circumſtances” I am about to relate. 
Ferval would have concealed them from me, 
and indeed knows nothing of my brothers? 
imparting Wenne. on bros 
About eight o clock laſt night, Mr. de 


| Ferval went to the Marquis's houſe; and; 
notwi 


the domeſtics had ſtrict or- 
ders to admit nobody, went in; be found 
—— — perſons, 
with a Notary preparing a contract of mar- 
riage ſor immediate ſignature. The Marquis 


immediately too fire at the Indiſoreet ĩntru- 


nion, us he: called it, of our friend; and wis 
in Mage when he found his intention was to 
prevent the figning of the contract. By whae 
autthority; git, ſaid be, n/a menacing tone, 
have y centered here, gonträry 100 my or- 
ders f and hat right have / you to: controul 
my aſtiom >:Begone, Sir, immediately, or 
I beg, Marquis, {aid Ferval, only one quar- 
ter of anchor Shall we withdraw intd an 
other apartment? When our ſbort cdnver- | 
ſation is ended you will bo at; libecty vl aer 
b 0! e 51 105 16 ezw Ii 
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my pleaſe, --— Yes, yes, returned my 
brother, glowing with rage, we will with- 


da. I muſt have ſatis faction for this inſo- 


lent proceeding. I am very ready to give it 
you, Sir, anſwered Ferval, in a mild and 
gentle tone; pleaſe to peruſe the letters con- 
tained in this packet. No, Sir, I will 
read nothing, I will hear nothing, till I have 
had ſatis faction: follow' me. At this, Leo- 
nora was very uneaſyſ and would have de- 
tained him: Give me the packet, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe to Ferval; if it be ſo important for the 
Marquis to read it, I will prevail on him; 
you ma truſt it ſafely in my hands: pray, 
dir, retire: and you Sir, too, if you pleaſe, 
aid ſhe to the Notary, We will wait the 
luc of this eclairciſſement, which Mr. de 
Ferral conceives to be ſo neceſſary, and could 
not be delayed to another opportunity. Fer- 
val refuſed to truſt her with the packet; on 
which the Marquis ſnatched it out of his 
bands, and threw it into the fire. Ferval 
was quick enough to take it dut again un- 
burnt: the Notary would have retited, but 
the Marquis prevented him, and took Ferval 
into the garden ; where my brother clapping 
his hand to his ſword, bid him defend him- 


ſelf. Ferval was of courſe obliged to draw; 
T3, M 3 | he 


gg 
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ne put by ſeveral, paſſes made at him by the 
— but at length received a thruſt, on 
the breaſt... He fell, and the blood, which 
owe in great abundance, ſoon extinguiſh- 
ed nm brather's fury : he endeavoured, to 
raiſe up his friend, and called in aſſiſtance. 
But what was his aſtoniſkment when he per- 
ceived that the ſword: of Ferval, which laid 
broken off at the point. What a weapon is 
this? Why did you not acquaint me of this 
circumitance'? · I foreſaw your violence, 
anſwered. Ferval in a feeble tone. of voice, 
and too this precantion, my dear Roſelle, 
to prevent the mis fortune oſ taking your lite. 
hartyoug I came only to prevent, if poſſi- 
ble ut ſhume and ruin. It is not yet too 
late; theifincerity- of my ſriendſhip, which 
note is paſt diſpute, that blood which. you 
haveithed; and the life I have facrificed to 
yo, demand at leaſt that you will peruſe the 
contents: bf: this packet. Alas l my dear 
friend, woplied my brother, I can at preſent 
ink of nothing but your ſafety. A ſurgeon 
pow-arriving, he dreſſed the wound, and the 
patiemt wn conveyed: to my brother's n 
1 * of the Marquis 


was 
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was at this inſtant as texrible as that of hid 
friend, whoſe wound was nat mortal; his 
weakneſs ariſing only from his loſs of blood. 
The ſurgeon, indeed, aſſured him, that be 
would be well again in a weck. After the 
firſt agitation of ſpirits which this accident 
occaſioned was over, Feryal inſiſted again 
that the Marquis ſhould. open and. xead the 

et, It contained the letters of Leonora 
to Juliet, a creature of the ſume ſtamp; in 
which the former had diſeloſed to the latter, 
the deſign and circuinftances of her vile in» 
trigue. I have here ſent you copies of them. 
Thunder- ſtruck at the peruſal of theſe ina - 
mous billets, my brother threu them doma 
with horror on the table ; taking large ſtrides 
acroſs the room, with rage and fury ſpatl- 
ling in his eyes. The ſight af his friend, 
"who lay on the bed, and affeted him his 
hand, made bim recollect himſrlf. What 
eee ene 
me; begging I would anne 
receipt of his note I did ſa 30 and found hum 
in this diſtreſeful ſituatiom. Feral wauld 
have concealed his own diſtreſs, from m 
knowledge. No, no, my friend, ſaid 
r 


0 1 LXVIL 


ny 2 whole to my. ſiſter, | Ferval 

7 him, when the ſurgeon 
* us fo u that our converſation 
25 too poi affect the . We with- 


prog Early 5 I reads 
em in filence..., Well, Acker, 
506 Wk 4m I aces mortified ? Are yo 
fully av avenged ? Lroſe up and emhraced him, 

e bis; but, ſpoke not 4 
word.” After "about 2 quarter of an hour 


I owe to pac emi , 
RY F{<3:19 amnyſclf;. 1 
an this infamous 24 


re only AG ahem pip oh 
* tt an Sema) 
1. 
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mark of your anger, will only caſt dio 
on-yourſelf,” On my part, Fra him in 
my arms, and confured him not to leave us: 
when, after many ſtruggles with himſelf, he 


dererthin6d ts brite a note to her ; a copy,of 
2 Thave inclofed Wi th "the other let- 


I 


Th 
= 


Ms — — 
the circumſtances of this cru ede. I. 
ſtaid wich him till eight, "when J. Went to. 


Mr. St. Sever: whom 1 adyfed of e afs... 
fair; ſo that I doubt not che Marq uit wi have, 
reaſon to be latisfted with his" e de 8 
viour. At preſent my get: retired to, 
meer ak to Ferval, F king be. 
is ae 56 wall 8 cin de expotied ;, We. 
ſhalli ge und ſer Him again 
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ate cheſs f Anf bow Gſtrefbfuf mw Fa 
to Madam de Ferval. ** Hes ven 5 
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LETTER LAVHL 

en Fun Leanora to Juliet. 

I's, 


E 2 RULY, Juliet, 1 pity you Gincerely : 
Why would you go thus to conſine 


oy 


yourſelf in a gloomy caſtle ? It is burying 
yourſelf alive ; it is as bad as the life of a 


modeſt woman; nay, it is till worſe. Your 
tyrant, indeed, is rich : now is the time there- 
fore. to enrich yourſelf ; which is all I can 
fay to the matter. Bizac is gone to ſpend 
Home time in the canton you live in. If you 
are permitted to ſee him now and then, I ſhall 
think y our ſituation leſs deplorable. As to 
— 4 my dear Juliet, 1 haye got a new 
Jever; the the Marquis of Roſelle, an officer in 
the guards. He is not more than 
is a fige figure, and has 2 con- 
ſiderable fo I became firſt acquainted 
n de Valville, 
whom you may poſſibly remember; he is n 
Ane ſub a, unexperienced, and romun- 
Ke. We have now been acquainted about a 
"month; during which time he hath made me 
Feral magnificent preſents, and hath preſſzd 
; nothing in return. He will attain his 
"Ft 5 e degrees, I take great 
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pains, you may be ſure, to cheriſh this very 
reſpectful paſſion; and aſſure you that I play 
my part to the life, with dignity, ſentimenty 
delicacy, and all that; and, on my word, it 
is really diverting. Befides, ſuch a lover may 
be the means of making one's fortune. He 
is generous to extremes; and the diſtance, 
at which I keep him, will long maintain the 
feryour of his paſſion. Nothing can be more 
pleaſant than to. obſerye our behaviour; he 
treating me with the deference due to a prin- 
ceſs, and I him with that gratious conde« 
ſcenſion due to her fond admirer. Don't 
conclude from this, however, that he wants 
underſtanding : on the contrary, he hath 4 
| good deal; but his delicacy and ſuſceptibility 
renter; and, what adds to all, I am his 

l lere. You will judge, my dear, what. 
a fine hand may be made of a man ſo unex- 
rienced in the arts of intrigue. My old 
„La Roche, knows nothing & the- 
Eg} but you know how I manage him 
F need only aſſume at firſt a propet auth0-/ 
Pak theſe animals. Indeed, fince that 
—_— hath been in 298 amoura 


ing diſcovered, he makes a very prudent 
" and diſcreet lover. I have a0 all my 
* danglers, whoſe attendance coat bs by 


no 


no uſa, and would ſerve only to hurt me. 
And if you conſider, I have full enough on 
my hands. On the one ſide I have the Mar- 
quis, in whoſe opinion I muſt: take care to 
preſerve for me the proper reſpect; and on 
the other, I have the management of La 
Roche. 4 To receive both, and prevent their 
ever, mecting ; to ſuit one's diſpoſition to 
thoſe of; men ſo totally different, to amuſe 
each in his om way, and: be alternately- 
agrecable to both ; to be grave and decent 
with) one t lively, capricious, and wanton 
wih the other. Lhave certainly enough to 
do. But I douht not that Lſhall acquit my- 
ſelf —— W Juliet, 
AGen. intra : et wal e e 


unn «kr en obne tf 
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LXIX. Hi wor 
vba From Leonota to Juliet 8. DSA inn 
n ett bas 41095 if, "1 Paris," We 7. 
1322 my dear, "What" Fr 

ofrigheÞhave'deen' put into, by that bar- 
barous. De tw Noche: it is, however, no 
matter, 2 ſtems to have given Miigs 4 
eee eee to od got eee 

| ®, Several Letters, it ſeeme, —— 
Juliet, that are not in this Collection. 
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LETTER LXIX. 53 
turn for the better, by having he np tn 
Marquis's paſſion. You will Ty,” | 
that I am an artful” "crane pat FRAN 
confeſs, my talents were put to the teſt ut 
this critical juncture; my addreſs; —_ 
hath ſucceeded. | Do you know alſo, that 
this amour is likely to become a very ſerious 
affair? I would give à good deal that Bizac 
could come to Paris. He would be very uſt 
ful to me; endeavour, if y enn to ſend 
him. He would play the part of # Rival 
moſt admirably; a part that od be H 
ſary to give an additional het to the paſſſom 
of my young lover; who! is, nevertheleſs, 
ſtill more enamoured, if poſſible} than ever! 
His deſires are reſtrained only by his reſpect; 
but I ſee how ſeverely this reſtraint is felt 
J ſhall endeavour to compleat my conqueſt, 
by diſplaying a ſpecimen or two OD 
You vil 445 this; but 1 1 
will lead him x dne dance, 1 bad — 
refuſed many of his preſents, and theſe refu- 
ſals have brought additional ones, wich 
would. not receiye till they, were faroed. 
me. A few., pretenſions —— | 
fully diſplayed, prudence wibout deverityyn 
and ſome as touches _— 2 2 
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him. If Bizac cannot come, ſay nothing to 
him of the matter. You know that conſi- 
dents are dangerous. Farewell. 


— — eee — 
LETTER > -- - ca 1 


on © From Leonora ns | fo Juliet iet. e. 4 
141, 22996 Paris, Jan. 14. 
M 2 — my dear, hath more 
dithculties to ſtruggle with than I ima- 
difinRions, farm terrible obſtaclee40 mypro- 
ject. Theſe extraordinary machines,  there- 
ö fare, muſt be artfully put in motion. Ia- 
dloſed you have the copy of a letter *, which 
I would have you tranſcribe exactly and care 
fully wich your own hand. You will then 
dliract it to me, and fend it by the poſt, after 
boxing given me previous advice of the day 
it will amine at Paris; in order; that I may 
= my Sag andy lay the trein a- 
ox. | pus ang on your ſagacity' by 
oy Karcher explication of wy delign. Adien- 
Link m9 259qz4 4 014 SNET: 08 $162 5388 
45 e aber which, the Marquis 
118 — — oy 283 let 1 And . 
meyer ee wor 4 rink | LE T 
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LETTER LXXI. mm 
| From Leonora to Juliet. 
ES OT 125 
TAL letter, my dear, bath produced the 

intended effect; and yet my Marquis 
| hath not as yet totally ſurrendered himſelf, 
IJ have \quitted the Opera. I know I run a 


great riſque in doing-this ; but there ate - 
cafions on which ſome riſque muſt” be run. 


a. Tc 


80 long as I ſhould remain an aQreſs, he 


would never marry me. Cannot you come 
hither ? Yow might be very uſeful to me. It 
would be proper for me to appear at leaſt a 
woman of honeſt parentage ; a relation or fo, 
- living in the country, and acquainted with 
my misfortuncs and virtues," coming up to 
take me out of a certain way of life, would 
- bave' a good look with it. You take me, Ju- 
liet.. Endeavour, if poſſible, to do me this 
piece of ſervice, You know that the making 
of my fortune” will alſo make yours; for 
when IL am a woman of quality, you ſhalt be 
my beſt friend, my relation, whom I ſhall 
take care to raiſe into a proper eſteem and 
* confideration. I'do aſſure you, that when J 
get rank, I ſhall take upon me all the airs of 
Jt Nay, I don't know whether I may not 

become 
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become a woman of virtue in good e earneſt. 
Thoſe that are, would certainly never have 
been ſo, had they experienced our tempta- 
tions and neceſſities. Virtue depends alto- 
gether on circumſtances. Yes, I ſhould cer- 
tainly endeavour to be virtuous, till I grew 
tired of it. And you, perhaps, would be fo 
too. Ha! ha! ha! I can but think of the 
drollery of ſuch a metamorphoſis. 


it. tc — 


— — 
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LETTER LXXII. 
Frem Leonora to Juliet. 4+ le 

e e 2 Paris, March t. 

F you cannot get away from your tyran- 
nical lover in leſs than a week, I hope my 

21 will be decided before your arrival. 1 
have ſet all my ſprings to work, have awa- 
kened all the deſires of my young Marquis, 
and eyen brought him fo far as to offer a my 

 vate marriage; which I haye refuſed.” V 

will think me very daring; but he muſhgive- 
me the name and rank of Marchioneſb de Re 
ſelſe, Lill not bate an inch of #. . I have. 
but one More card. to play, and then Ge; 
tunate affair, will be corpleaged. — ,. $952 
Lost naw, learn that he. A vel | 
Nen an unlucky. accident! If he bg 
happen 


LETTER LXXIII. 177 
happen to die, I ſhall have done a very fool- 
iſh thing in quitting the opera. And if he 
recovers, I may poſſibly get little by it, as he 
will of courſe be ſurrounded by his family, 
and I ſhall be deprived of the opportunity of 
repairing the fault I have committed, by my 
too precipitate conduct. I was inked i in too 
great a hurry: but who could foreſee ſuch 


an accident ? It was v me to re- 
fuſe the private marriage Td hoe red ; as he 
e e of his eſtate. 
I have made here a ſad blunder, indeed 

Heaven grant he may recover, and get out 
of the hands of his relations, that I may go 
to work with him again ! Adieu. 
4 — —— 


"LETTER LXXIl 
ee 
aris, April 4. 
FILE and deceitful —_— What 
words can deſcribe the horror I feet at 
the edlen of your baſeneſs and villainy !! 
Good God! is it poſſible chat I could ever 
be Peing to ſacrifice my honour, ' 


7 


193 LETTER ILXXIV. 
the ſpting $ you have had in lay to impoſe 
Sn my Than ding: — - What! When ! 
was ill knie very agohits of death; when f 
dnappy Fade bad brought me to the brit 
of the grave? Touldft thou at that time e 
nly th 500 Iofs of my fortune? Horrid môfl- 
fer! begone for ever from my fight; F can. 
| not contath my reſentment: I will revenge 
| pony ou the wounds of ty friend.” Wis ft 
Se. thou miſerable wrerth, that I could 
| 1 7 Is precious blood! Lou may keep the 
Ents have fade you, 48 token of your 
e lach and my” wweaknels. But of an 
Abt be Karel to 4780 my Tight! 1 fore 
bid you to mike any rephy; the Night of your 
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that this affair will leave a painful and laſt- 
gg, ground, | How deſervedly is he to be pi- 
tied! To his apprehenſions for pogr Ferval, 
ſyccecded the joy of bis recovery. The mix- 
ture of horror, repentance, and gratityde, 
which. agitated bis. mind for the two firſt 
days, was leſs terrible than that dejection 
and gloom of melancholy, into which I fee 
him now plunged. He. is always at our 
houſe, where Ferval came yeſterday for the 
belt time. It is not eaſy, to conceive what 
pains our deſerving friend took to ſupprets 
every idea relative to his wound. The civili- 
ties he paid my brother were uncommonly 
tender. He propoſed numerous projects of 
amuſement, and entertained us with news and 
little intereſting and agreeable topics. Mr. 
de St. Sever came in, and would have talked 
to him of his ſituation and health, at which I 
obſerved Fervaſ to bluſh extremely. By the 
maſt agreeable addreſs, he prevailed on him 
ta change the ſubject of diſcourſe. My brg- 
ther ſighed, and-could not refrain from ſhed- 
ding tears: going out of the room and re- 
turning ſeveral times. Theſe terrible ſhocks 
really make me apprebenſive for his life, ef+ 
pecially as his health is as yet not perſectiy 
caſtpred. - It is neceflary that he ſhould have 
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fome amuſement; but as to pleaſure, it will 
be ſome time before he is capable of its en- 
jeyment I learn that Leonora is gone to 
| lodge in a diſtant part of the town, having 
taken with her all her moveables, with the 
preſents my brother gave her. Would to 
Heaven we may hear no more of her 
The Marquis never enquires after her, nor 
bath even mentioned her name theſe four 
idays; | Adieu; my dear friend. I muſt re- 
turn to this dear object of my concern 
and aſfection. How ſhall I expreſs. to Ma- 
4am de Eerval the ſenſe of the obligation I 
am under to her and bers Be to her the 
-oiterpreter of that. heart with 4 
ions —— ** EA 
bagz l lu L auen — Avg 
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tg 207 zgw 2890192 Lotba Paris, Hprihao: 
you ene ſiftery with 

what hath lately paſſed, * HY 

20 which I am under the maſt terrible em 
Parraſſment . The ſuecaſs of my e 
Fath, indeed, well recompenſed me for the 
have taken. But you know not, nor 
ef tg ak. 
| S ＋ 
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ſahion of Leonora's letters I was: obliged to 

pay for them. The purchaſe of them, indeed, 
was owing to the inſolence and imprudence 
of Leonora; for without that I ſhould: ne- 
ver have obtained them; having an invinci- 
ble repugnance to corrupt any one's ſervants 
ſo far ab this. On this head I needed not 
the advice my mother gave me in one of her 
letters; my heart alone would have dictated 
the like counſel. Luckily, however, Juliet 
deing preſſed for money, applied to Leonora; 
from whom ſhe received no very polite refu- 
I. - Leonora behaved: to her indeed as if 
ſhe had been already the Marchioneſs de Ro- 
ſelle. Enraged at this refuſal, and under a 
prefling neceſſity for money, Juliet liſtened 
to the infinuations of Leonora's woman; 
and, in ordef not to be obliged to diſpoſe of 
her moveables, offered me the letters in que- 
| fon. + Three hundred guineas was the price 
of them. I had not that ſum by me, 
-dic not chuſe to apply to Madam de St. 
ver, ſor reaſons I need not tell you. It was 
neceſſary, therefore, to horxow them. I bad 
not time to make. much choice in the lender, 
but addreſſed: myſelf to La Roche; of whoſe 
intrigwe and reſentment you hays heard. 

Hin anger, which till continued, ſtood me 
N 3 in 
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in good ſtead; knowing the uſe to which i 
was to be applied, he Te it me without 11 in- 
tereſt, But as he is no leſs covetous than rer 
vengeful, he is very prefling for the re Syn 

T think 1 ought not to flu Mr. 

yer of this cir cumſtance; nor, indeed. cs Y 5 0 
I take upon myſelf to fpeak to him * = 


* 171 Ouggbt T to Tpeak of it to m 1 
You e "what repugnance e ex 


2 at my employing ſuch means. But 
[- Toth 40 e She muſt know 

- iſe me, my dear ſiſter, what to 
& in dhe to 488515 "ſelf" front this 
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174 NMI mine aft * "Ferval, April 3. 

424 of $42.5 
| Page Wt 5 8 my 
dear is ſo honourable for yau, 
that, 7 partaking of it from 
the bottom of my, heart, You have ated the 
Fart of, an berg, and, what affects me fill 
mare, that of a friend, You, ought by no 
/ 06305, 0 this affair, either to the 
, Fount or unteſs de St. Sever, I àm not 
inſen- 


EY 


i Wnt ſo that I may diſpoſe of them as 
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ne Nr without, puttan 


LETTER LXXVI af 
inſenſible that, on the firſt view of this rx 
ter, they ought rather td repay mis money 
than you: but there are ſame n high, 
however juſt, are diſreputable. And ſuchal 
think an application ts them would appear: 
for you ought not in any caſe-to diſpa uf 
the money of others without- their c 
Lam * inft ſpeaking -of it to my o. 
ther. I well know What her heart would 
readily Pets but ſhe is by no meags''ih 
circumſtances to be genorvus. be meals 
erity of her fortune, che experices Ae Fat, 
for you. and for her family; Which be ig 
tains in reputable. manner, are unde 
motives for economy, I. know perfectly 
well the ſtate of her affairs, as I Ain [2 
quently both ber book and caſh-keep#, 

I know the | cannot furpiſh at bg with that mb- 


fo great ingoh- 
veniences. It woul 15 wrong, e 
.give h her 197 uneaſige 15 about it; but 

morrow I will ſend you, privately, „ And 
Aale hand, my diamond eat Tings. They: are 


my own, as my aunt gave them to me on her 


pleaſe I ſhall endeavour to prevent their 


© being miſſed ; but if it ſhovld To happen chat 


* mth ſhould aſk me after =. > ar 
* 3% 1204p 99 10 nub 
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tell her to what uſe I have put them; and I 
am certain ſhe will not blame me. Return 
me no thanks for this gift; as I make it 
with the greateſt pleaſure, in that the mo- 
tire which reduces you to the want of ity js 
truly excellent, Indeed, I glory in being 
your ſiſter. I cannot forbear obſerving, how- 
eyers that the means you have employed were 
| and were ſuch as it is very 


eto have recourſe to. But you 
ſay, it was neceſſary; and I can only lament 
that neceſſity, What a monſter, is vice, that 
ſometimes compells even virtue itſelf to make 
uſe of ber artifices ! Adieu, my dear, bro- 
ther, I am yery ſenſible of the confidence 
In place: ip me. The ſollicitude and admi- 
tian you. have ve lately excited in me, have 
dera produttive of the moſt impaticat, deſire 
es more to ſee and embrace ou. 
| 1 cannot, however,: conceal, my appreben- 
| Gans, on your account from Leonora's re- 
ſentment; minds ſo debaſed as bers are capa 
tle of any thing. * 1612 910m mails 33iny 
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1 E T T E R LXXVII. 
From Mr. de Ferval to his Siſler. 
Paris, April 28. 
W. AT goodneſs, what prudence, my 
dear ſiſter, have you 'not ſhewn in 
the ſacrifice you have made me. I received 
the” earcrings ſafe, and have ſold them. 
But though I have diſcharged the debt, my 
uneaſineſs at depriving you of them fill 
remains. To poſſeſs a fenſtbilfty, "A gene. 
roſity of ſoul, without a fortune,” is ho- 
nourable; but it is nevertheleſs afflicking. 
Be not under any uneafinefs about 'Leo- 
nora; revenge is too lofty: 7 paſſion” for a 
mind like hers. The Marquis} who tras tas 
ken a nielancholy turn, which much affects 
me, wrote yeſterday to Valville. I am Jorryi 
but I have cauſe to think that, unworthy 5 
Valville is to be the friend bf Rofelle, the 
differencrs which have happened between 
them, and are now compromiſing, will 
unite them more cloſely than ever.” © I pity 
the unfortunate Marquis ; who ſeeks to at- 
tach himſelf to ſome object, in order to fill 
up that vacancy he muſt neceſſarily feel in 
** heart, from the expulſion of L_—_ 
em- 
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J embrace you, my ſiſter, my friend; be aſ- 
ſured of my affection, and accept * ac- 
knowledgments. | 


— 


8 .. 1 * 
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1 the Marguis to Valville,. . 


s BSE k,z w 3 
2 i 


| 4 Dari, April . 

794 LL Os then, my dear Valville; 
abandon me? After ſo great a pu- 
niſhment and humiliation as I have undef- 
e your diſpleaſure muſt ſurely ſubſide. 
2-acknowlodge my errors, I abjure then; 
und intreat your pardon. How unhappy am 
Ie now perceive the vile objett of my paſ- 
fon, which has beer the ſource of ſo much 
trouble, was unworthy of ite Edeteſt it; 
bur my heart ſtill bleed. Come; my dear 
friend; and reſtote to me that ſtrength which 
Ie loſt” I dave great hopes from your 
— 1 ki ee 
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A rom Valville to the Marquis. 


| Farin, April 23. 

T ede my dear Marquis, that this 

flight of yours — not bold long: Tam 
not ſorry for the experiment you have tried: 
It will make you wiſer. You have now + 
waked from an extravagant dream. Forg 
this act of folly as ſoon as poſſible. I will 
come and ſee you this evening; and to- 
morrow I intend to introduce you to a moſt 
charming lady indeed, whoſe entertainments 
are magnificent, and whoſe houſe is a ſcene of 
feaſute; I mean, to Madam d' Aſterre. But 
let us hear no more of your tomantie no- 
tions; if theſe are not left off, 1 will, have 
nothing to fay. Your illneſs has conſidera- 
bly affected me. Adieu; and believe your- 
felf more beholden to your n _ 
to your Frames, - 


| 
| 
4 
| 

| 
1 
| 

| 

| 
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Pe: > Hun Valville to the Mew 


Rain“ 7 
| Paris, Apr il 29. 
I Finds 2 0 — Marquis, you cannot 
keep from running into extremes, of all 
Which, Miſanthropy. is the work. I would 
rather ſet-you indulge the paſſian of love. 
Yeſterday I cartied vou to the Marchioneſs 
d' Aſterre, who, had the beſt of company, 
and, among them, ſome beauties z and you 
enjoyed "lows, aqvangages from the Marchio- 
neſs, which, another perſon would with dif- 
ficulty Habe obtained. Yet you made not 
the: leaſt 'rezurn, not even a lively ſentiment. 
Your behayiaur was a. cold politeneſo, F 
tended with. an..inſenſibility, wbieb; diſc 
certed. me in every thing. I had told you, 
that you could never appear under — 
Vvgurable auſpices,;; The Marchicneſe is, aa 
amiable Woman, and I was myſelf held fame 
lime in ſuſpenſe: between her and Madam de 
Clarixal; but for ſome reaſons of convenienat 
L. deęided in favour of the latter, and I pique 
myſelſ on conſtancy, E have laid it down- avs 
maxim that ĩt is the greateſt cruelty tadeveive 
awoman. I can unite pleafure with hon- 
our, 
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our. Return then to us, and to yourſelf, 
and again enter the world. I will give you 
a ſecond; meeting to- mortow at Madam 
d' Aſterre s, with whom I am determined 
you ſhall form an attachment. Don' t I 
deſerve your thanks for ſo generouſly pro- 
wading for you a place, which every 

able man in Paris would rejoice to o 
tain, and which perhaps in a few months 
I might wiſh to procure for myſelf? Fare- 
uhh Ma; oa ell to-morrow, t 461195121 


PAN ON'W 5K D 


- 
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— : — LS Ul = i rity 
hr my ER LXXXI. W 
* Hen the Marguiz t to ; Valille, © 2 
rn9mi2n9} yisyul & 1547 on Zarkty April 304: 


Eben my dear friend, for the trou- 
able you have taken, and acknowledge 
your friendſhip in the advice you give me. 
+ would, however, with to baniſnh a remem- 
brance which will embitter my whole life. 
I have reſolved never more to ſpeak of that 
unhappy; that deteſtable paſſion of Which I 
have been the victim. I endeavour to avoid 
the-thougiit of it; but this era effort re- 
coils back on me with the utmoſt WMolence. 
L will no ge give e n abhor 
d A+ til . 8 EMC it. 


40 2 
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it. But hom great 2 conflia 40-1 ſuſtain, 
and how happy was I while L continued in 
my error Forgive this regret for a felicity, 
which, though I thought it real, I find exits 
no longer. My heart, ales ! was accuſtomed 
to this charm ; but I-ſcem-now to be loſt in 
an abyſo of vscuity. Shall I venture to.open 
my heart to you! Did not honour, did not 
that ſentiment to which I will ſacrifice every 
other, forbid me, I ſhould be ready to re- 
ſame my former bonds, and become lels mi- 
ſerable than I am at preſent. ,— Wretched,!. 
vile |, creature! I will hate her; I will deſ- 
piſe her. 41+: But. what am I faying NN 
Hatred] Conte opt — - No; anger alone 
dictated theſe expreſſions. Aon! Lean Lear 
nora CESINT © g . 1% Femmes wornl 
Thus far I had written —— WR 
my emotion diſabled mo from holding the 
Pen, which dropped from myrhand; --H have. 
ſlice been raading it over; and am aſhamed- 
ofithe inconkitcncy of ic. However; it! wa- 
mifeſts the fate of my mind; tor-whichy my, 
dear Valville, let me at leaft have your pity. 
Phink, what can be mote druel or more 
mortiſyingi than to be ohliged to hate and 
daſpiſe that / Object which we have paſkon>.. 
ataly ld ed. 8 
b x - 
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ſelaſfection hath imparted froh arrows to 
Dove; to wound my ulcerated Heart: To 
fiy the truth, my ideas are fo eonfuſed; that 
TI'ttiow not how to ſeparate them j and vb 
eould not conceive the different emotions 
with which I am diſtracted. Rage, love; 
ume, each; in its turn, ſuggeſts ſome pro- 
peſal, which, after a moment's reflection; 1 
blaſly to think o t 1207 
Do not be under any fear of my commit- 
ting any affgraceful action. Honour will; do 
more than reafon; and 1 ſhould rather ehvofe 
to die than ſee Leonora again. It is for my 
own eaſe alone that I would baniih her from 
my memory. But, though I can anſuser 
for myſelf, my wounds ſtill blerd; and 
new connections will by no means heal it. 
Furche reſt: of my life I will bid: adieu 'ts 
love, which the cruel experience I have had 
6F*ir has rendered: odious to me; and if I 
ſetiti ments, which you would cheriſh in m 
to Wards Madam d' Aſterre? Lam a man f 
hendur, and if ſhe is a woman of virtue, hat! 


* 
* 
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Jon viſiting . d' Aſterre. | 


in what manner Madam d' Aſterre has diſtin- 
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de Clarival, whoſe rank and behaviour im- 
ply that of à woman of character, and 
whoſe huſband you are intimately acquainted 
with ? Permit me, dear Valville, to decline 
this new connection. I will return to my 
ſiſter's, I will keep at home, and, if I have 
ſometimes your company, 1 ſhall be ſatis- 
fied. I am ſenſible I am acting a very dull 
character in the world, and cannot long ſu; 
ſtain it. Come and ſee me to-morrow, if 

you; poſſibly can; but I muſt be excuſed 


— —_— — 1 
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Paris, April 30. 


Wuar "ES. ideas; my dear Mar- 


quis, do you give way to? They are 
totally void of common ſenſe. It is a pity ; but 
you think differently from every one. Enjoy 
life once more, be happy, be tranquil, and 
ſuffer yourſelf to be amuſed. This is all that 
is required of you. Surely you do not know 


guiſhed you, -notwithſtanding, your reſerve 
and-oldneſs. She has aſked. me whilther 
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and from a knowledge of circumſtances, I 
can venture to aſſure you, that it is in your 
power to make 4 conqueſt; What gothic 
notions can you have to impede your pro- 
greſs? There i is no doubt that Madam d' A- 
ſterre is a woman of honour. But what 
then ? That may not prevent her from loy- 
ing a man of gallantry ? I ſee you do not 
know what is meant by honour i in polite life. 
A man who is willing to paſs his time agree- 
ably, chooſes from among the moſt amiable, 
women, one who will ſuit him beſt. Beauty, 
merit, and wit are not alone ſufficient to de- 
cide his choice; there muſt likewiſe be a con- 
currence of circumſtances. - For inſtance : 
Suppoſe a huſband on whom we may rely 
with ſafety ; ſuppoſe, too, that we can make 
him our friend ; that there is nothing diſa- 
greeable at home, but, on the contrary, no 
expences ſpared for procuring pleaſures: It 
then all theſe things can be foùnd united, our 
next ſtep muſt be, to ſettle matters with the 
lady. If, after an attempt of ſome weeks, 
we ſhould not find our meaſures ſucceed, we 
muſt turn our views elſewhere ; J but” if our 
affairs are proſperous, we take. our arrange» 
ments accotdingly. A woman ought, by a 
means, to exact of ber lover a decency 
Vor. I. O beha- 
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23 "Wſhiw ef regard! for her Ruf- 
5 4 conſtaney towards her. 


fs If, aftet all this, thb pur. 
. grow 


| tired ofiieath 
ther, zn honourable retreat ſhould be made, 
but no open rupture muſt ever happen j 40 


at the wotſt, ſuppoſing a rupture to be un- 
avoidable,” care muſt eyen chen be taken tb 


it as privately; and with as little co 
fufjon as Greunſtances will allow. i As thies 
the duty of a man of galant le that of alte 
woman müff conſiſt in be toi her 
lover as long as they like each other j i net 
We bee one object vf affection at the 
fame time; in preſerying the faireſt appears 
ances ; in behaying to her huſband with po- 


ou any Fyrgurite 
9 n 
re Ne Mi avoing crak eu dike 


of ſuch conneRjous ; and, if ber huſband be a 
mais who knows. ſomething of the world, in 
raidering her own adorers ſubſetyient © 
Atereſt. Such the picture of an | 
Woman, 0a man of addrefs and 3 
nene wich bim it is worth chile 4abe = 
f & cannot be ſorigncragtuan 
nm ie haberery thing now gung an 

* * Q, Pleaſure, 
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pleaſacry, 23the: grand; pivot af every; affairof 
importance, :aud;which, if it cangot bg at- 
mineda muſtist leaſt be counterfritad. .T hele 
ate the firſt prineiples of ſociety, in the great 
eld. I bluſn ſor you, Marquis, to think 
where you can have lived, to have picked 
un ſuch antiquated notions as you entertain. 
It mut certainly be in the country, for T 
cnanot ſuſpect you have degraded. yourſelf ſo 
much at Paris, ag to viſit the clubs. of me- 
Shanicks;: Iwill, not be denied. I muſt this 
eutning. by ſome means or other, get yon 
to Madam d Aſterre s. Rid yourſelf, there: 
faves: af your melancholy. ideas; and, till 
night,, adieu. el; gaivi2: "_ ni amis Smit 
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ai blow ad: lo niz: An ed ann 

A® you deſerve, 3 every in- 
Adi ſtance of gratitude on my part, th len 
um I can make an attention £0, anform 
Wwof bverycthing. Myr: bfothexcontiniee 
much the ſame, and is almoſt conflantly:with 
; but notwithſtendintg the ſatiefaſition his 
1827. n pre- 
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profenceigatiine, L Hd HE finds in! need 
ol amyſements and pleaſuxes, which Inow 
not how! to procute him. It was yalthrabe 
greateſt difficulty I prevailedevn him ꝙeſter- 
day ta accompany Mr. de Valville, who came 
to introduce him 10 4 lady, who Keeps 
the moſt agreeable company; and, thoygh 
he at laſt conſented to it, he returned as e- 
lancholy as; he went out. H Whole time 
We in ſalitary walks, in diſtraRtingidreanmiy. 
in ſighs, ot in ſilence. His health: is fat em 
being tereſlabliſhed, and he has à diſorder at 
his 1 70 which gives | me much, uneaſie 
neſs. What greater tyrants can exiſt, thaw 
our own. paſſious ? Lam, however, my! dear 
friend, very glad he did not follow my ad- 
vies in one xeſpect, in a mamiage with: Miſs 
de St. Albin. Could you have thought that 
* lady os ſo mild a diſpoſition, ſo well cdu 
cated,. ſo: reſerved; and: in vbem + thought, 
I had, diſcovered. a. funde oHir tue, ſhouldꝰ 
ever-hare-giycn, any uncaſineſs c ber huſ e 
band z-2p et I am ted hes ibn, longer 
the, — —— that cher vga 
price; and obtjuacy are indupporiabley land- 
that in her. Gil dhe ih an alifoliite/ tyrant! 
nne to diſmiſ from the 
famihr ea oped rhe every one oi d o 
ebnein e basdleff 15d [is 415 | krevants, /- 
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ſervants, and in particular” 2 poor Valetides 
chiambre; who had faithfully ſerved Both the 
fathr and for for half à century, and who,' 
thus turned away With the reſt, is deſtitute 
oven of the means of ſubſiſtence; ' This was 
on her firſt ſtep ; ſhe next quatrelled with 
herbrotherim-law, and with a female rela- 
tiun of huet huſband's, who is both aged and 
inf: Had led in the family for wen- 
tynyehrs, and who' is now obliged to re- 
tire c convent; though ſhe has not à füf- 
fieloney to find hefſelf in common neceflartes.” 
Avthislaft meaſure was tranſacted during 
the ubſentee of the Baron, he could! not re- 
fran from burſting. into the utmoſt rage 
at hla return; after which he wrote to the 
poot Woman, to excuſe. his wife's behaviour, 
and to invite ber to return; but ſhe has 
ſince told me herſelf, that ſhe' would rather 
ba reduced to the loweſt degree of indigence; 
than expoſe herſelf any more to her former 
mortißientions; and according to the account” 
ſhe:gave me of the Baroneſs, nothing can 0 
exbeed her obſtinacy and cruelty.” As ſhe's 
gives herſelf little trouble about other people, 
the expences are exceſſively inereaſed merely 
onther account; and, as ſhe is perpetuall7 
at variance with all her huſband's friends, 
5» O 3 © the 
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is one continued ſcene of confu- 


E — ſuch. agreeable company. 
„Tus obligations Lowe. to chat hmily, ſhall 
o menen be- fengottenn offs 2 dy n 


iuno iu nig 2d ede, ban baud? 5d 03 
Insmbname eit ot hen ad 
Stgnunott Sd 10t Jol viemeires nie 1 
mi yiigT „ odhO'b now? of to gehen 
BY Jo qi: 7 3d 0? mid word! I 4; r- 
| A 0. 


XT G £2999) 7 44 set 


anne do ene boauniihty 2n0 af Nuod 5 


4 Ada; TT ER LXXXIV. fait 


Brine Aer de ann t Modan de St. 
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em SF v225d bor arenen 636. 
Ten e my dear Gdunteſe, 
y great maſt be your uneaſibeſs at your 
: on 8 „ which. is really itiable z 
(ug tale my Fi 9 de of 
dance, N er hopes that 
52 Fe Mg ; him 
12 7400 Ng Liberty neo he 
ö requ 71 '1tfewj6- 1 ou He 


tc achufements 3 do not offer 
| on that Kid Hauck; ey —.— 
* E alone cam work an 
. If 26 Fins! 80 on fig his Inclina- | 
dh leads Hint? the exherienes he has 
= ripe pen bir judgment, and prevent future 
e folh Tan moſt cotjeerngd fbr Nis 
"Fealth, an Schild with be was in the evin- 
teyr where the moſt natural reereatians are. 
bute greatly to his amendment. 1s 4 onda 
I am extremely forry for the | 


. Lore, I pity. hinj 
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F merit: But I cannot; at the lame time, 
help rejoicing, that you have been undenni- 
ved with.reſpedt to his lady. Nothing elſe, 
education ſhe received. That diſſimulation 
which is inculcated into youth, is the ſource 
of every. vice; while a puerile, ſuperſicial 
devotion, contracts the mind, and rendetdoit 
incapable. of impreſſion. The: portait oi this 
one lady may ſerve for every profeſied det 
they poſſeſs, generally renders their evbipany 
Alagregable. Indulging fander under: tlie 

pretext of charity, pride under that of humi+ 
fy ; prodigality to themſelves,| avarice to- 
wards, others, T affectation, bifterneſs; ignd⸗ 
range, ſtubhornneſs, and eruelty 3 their cha! 
racer may be drau n in a few-words:” But 
from hene can theſe ill qualities 'arife f 
 Poflibly: from a bad foundation 3 hut were it 
cer ſo good, it would be.ſpoilt / ſuch an 
ducation as; Madam d' Orhe bas received. 
that rational and ſublime piety; whichcis 
af. once the ſource) and perſection ofoevery 
Virtus, Jam very certain, vo lea has beom 
"conces! her faalts, but no peine Haber beer 
ken ta erpüdicnte rm. Furt mind bade 
$7751. * N never. 
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.nexer been cultivated; in -whicfaperſtition 
-havitaken>mhe>place of religion an pride 
that mf grentneſu bf ſoul. Haeing nevet em- 
floyed herſelf im reading or obtaining an 
knowledge, ſhe hath confined: her attention 
ta mufic, her toilette, and the little auſteri- 
ties of a' canvent 5 and having likewiſe been 
told, that provided: ſhe aſſumed am ait of re- 
ſetve in the greſtnce of the mon; if ſhe held 
her whpgeg if: ſhe always ſat upright, and 
didi not neglegt che decorums i vprdreſs, the 
would be quite an accomptifhed wetnan hb 
thereſbre took all this upoꝶ truſt; and mar- 
ria for no other purpoſe tlran to beo e 
orm miſtreſeß and indulge Vier Feverige for 
the reſttuint ſhe had ſu long undergone. Be- 
ſadts,:as'ſhe had fo often chrafdo © 
that marriage muſt precede? lovex ihe ve 
herſelf very lutlelnxlety to hem her hank 
ſhould ba given j and/ indeed it asg n dd 
a man hm ſuei had never ſpokem eo beſove? 
This i che di ſtty of an education, h, 
Linged'! not telt y the confequences® Wh 
vrre much eo bd withe® ſueh etamples wers 
more rare. If you. deſire ydur brother te d 
kappyzi never chœooſt for him a Wife thus edu 
dated ʒ ſuch aufter© precepts a wot 492469 
rehed 6n/: He is amiuble j *fubdy=thereforey? 


Deen ſome 
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ſome wamanſ who is amiahlebalſa. Fortune 
dem rut ber jsalous of Natures as ſhe ſeldom 
-rit and accompliſhments;” What a bappineſa 
would it be for him to find all ;thoſe atom 
pliſhments united, of which Tam certain, 
de will not be found unwurthyop -m 


beet 
mr 3s 91+ eee mibsM 3s ,vonvo 
BS 100% E. T. TE R. NN d 
_ Af an Madan: de; Saint Sever ſe Maden de 
anion ad 1110 Narton. min no bolisv 
48 ICOY G2 babbs ,no:v x Peres unn qa 
1 HAT lisely deſcriptiong my dea, 
1:17 to hard ydu given of theſe: pretended de- 
'yotees  and[fiow:;:cantemptible::do they ap- 
ear? Mned' Orbe, | quite; imunſed at his 
ins behaviour, intends gend ber back 
__ - (@acanvent;-which muſti be the gieatet mor- 
»|tſcation to him, as he alwhys. thought it 
, itppoſſible to find a traly-@veompliſted 
min except in; the rectfies j of a gloifter. 
Ait grofsby us he will afron every cother 
who dares to take the care of her:ghildter@ on 
herſelf, I pity his error and his ſincerity.” 1 
pity him the more, as I myſelf was likewiſe 
deceived by the ſame perſon. The better 
judgment which good ſenſe and experience 
46s enabled 
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enabled you to form of her, hu at length 
onnnot be obtained. without having lived in 
tand-fcer it. This knowledge I am not 
poſſeſſed of; but you are; and through 
„on, as a medium, it may be of ſervioe to 

me. Mr. de Valville has male a propoſal 
for my 1 to ſpend a few days in the 
country, at Madam d' Aſterre s. He at firſt 
declined it but in conſequenct * your ad- 
vicewith reſpect to the air, Ns ſince pre- 


vailed on him, and he ſet out this morning. 
Fromthis little excurſion, added to your care, 
I haveigreat' hopes of his recõbefy. 
not / omit 


the aſſiduities þ Et 


- worthy young gentleman, Mr; de Fetval.. 
From the'interviews I have had 'with Hm, 


ic appears that his affection for his mother 
- and his fifters is te moſt ardent that can be 
Iicoticeived,-7 Te la ad elogium to the whole. 
bAlmnilygowho/are? united to each other im a 
munter as ſingular as it is ræſpectable A- 
Au, my dear friend, and . me br 
_— yours. to 9159 SN? 21851 07 ub od 


virgo eid bas 10119 ad yi 12 ined. _ 
Tas it z&ve u] I a 10m ot git yg 
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lt: Let mevſſert that Leonor; 
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undoubtedly are, Are leſs cone 115 le Fg 
thoſe See have been introdute e he + 
former ſtand to public view, and ope 01 ly pr for, 
claim themſelves to be what the: 855 Wie 
fortune to thoſe who nw Fred, es | 
deevived by cem, and to me in parti 98 
who have Toll BA away. . 
as to dür Wömen 5 I CGüld n "a 


th your heart had boen le ae be 48 phos 


offe ther Jen "efteemi. "What"? 4 a ol 
the baſeneſs of guilt by the Abak*st ig „ 
withdut remorſe; ae 4 2 7¹ 915 5 
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to accompany you t Madam d' Aſterreꝰ's, 
where I was deſirous of ſeeing theſe people of 
faſhion. Ih ſeen them ; but, { fat from 
pleaſing me; they gave me'the'greateſt diſ- 
guſt. I have taken particular notice of you 
when engaged with Madam de 3 
and, if 1 know. myſelf, I can ventute.to 
ſure vou 175 that there is no affection either on 
your r part or o on hers, The connection which 
ä 15 ave with her, which yon .miſtake for 
e, that terrible paſſion which almoſt de- 
8 of the uſe of gur _Treaſon, and in 
ſome meaſure renders our faules excuſableyfia.” 
nothing mote than a complication; af Vanity 
and di ſorder, Theſe arrangements, as you ar 
8 pleaſed to term them, ſuppoſing, them not to- 
| be'crimina], | are certainly the moſt dull and 
trifling occupations which can employ the at- -- 
terition of, a man-of gall antry. How. ridiews: 
lous is it to make, parade of a paſſion Which 
you do not feel, and to be ever daneing at 
tendance on a Woman, whom faſhion. alone i 
can prevail o Winds 192 to acknowledge, but whom 
in fact yo Time thus ſpent 4326+ 
ablolutcly. 115 or loſt. Madam de la- 
rival's vanity is flattered. by the gonqueſt b 
thinks ſhe Hag. made, and to outward-appear!;. 


ance IO, are not inconſtant :. Oni = 


= 
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from ———— — | 
ly;/perceive; that theſe mutual advantages are 
_ reciprocally purchaſed at the dear expence:of 
tranquillity.” Nay, you have yourſelf: told 
me, that though you could not refuſe ſuch a 
ſacrifice if it was EET it would be with 
reluctance you could conſent to paſs tu) 
days with her alone in a rural retirement. 
Conſider the word : a Sacrifice. With what 
propriety could: you uſe this [exprefſionyibf 
vou were really in love? Does not:Lave 
produce the higheſt raptures ? And can Lore 
ever ba found united with | indifterence. an 
ſatigue ? What! do you even dread to 
underga, far; tuo days only, what a Lover 
wauld never haue thought could be purchaſed 
_ ard price tou dear. Lmuſt tell you Again 
you ae not in love. Deave then this in 
trigue, which is not leſs! criminal than diſi 
graceful.”: Von have told / me; that Mr. de 
Clarival is your friend, and that he this 
given proof af his friendſhip. Is this; then, 
the return yen make him thus to betray 
him, deliberately to betray hint and to com 
mit the moſt eras) injury that can be offered 
dim; in i his wife „hom you do Rot 
bw, ou itt e meg Wahinleg but 


1 cannot 
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IJcannot think this behaviour conſiſtent 
with the Gharactet uf an honaſt man. 1 am 
not going to make a formal 
againſt vice, as I am ſenſible this would be 
af little uſe with reſpect to you. Not a8 4 
preacher, but as an inhabitant of the world, 
Þnow tell you, that no crime is more atro- 
Sious than adultery, which draws after it ſo 
many melancholy conſequences, deceit, per- 
dy; the ruin of families, and their indelible 
difgrage.:;;} will have nothing more faid about 
Madam d' Aſterre, whoſe advances to me were 
really indecent: - I acknowledge it was to 
diſengage myſelt from her, that I came away 
this morning before the family was riſen. 
She may think of me what ſhe pleaſes; but I 
fall be very indifferent about her opinion. 
I: would rather appear ridiculous to her, 
than be really criminal. I cannot imagine 
how theſe women have it in their power to 
ſeduce? For the wife of another man I can 
only conceive reſpect if ſhe is worthy, of it, 
and contempt if ſhe is unworthy. Even if 
you take away the idea of che vice, which 
bowever ia not a very eaſy matter 3 yet how = 
ean you poſſibly rely; on the ſidelity-of her 
Who is unfaithful to her huſband. I have 
eee. I allow; errors uy 
J00 | w 


5 
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will occaſion me bitter refle&foris during 
my whole life: But I have at the ſame time 
the conſolation, that I have nothing worſe 
than errors to reproach myſelf with, © My 
heart was led aſtray, but it was not cor- 
rupted. Let me repeat it; Leonora, the in- 
famous Leonora, whom 1 dught to deteſt, 
whom perhaps I yet love, but of whom 1 ny, 
contempt will prevent my danger, Leonora 
now appears leſs culpable. Do not aſk me 
any more to return to Madam ere 
It is impoſſible for me to comp with your 
requeſt” -You may rely on the molt inviola- 
1 of Which my own intereſt ſt is 2 
ſecurity. 5 a 05 0 ene R ©: vs 
* Rr 
n LET; TER LXXXVH 
Fm Valville 19 — — 

| W 4A Aan hen, May 5. 
17. 4s all over with" "you, © Marquis: 7 
will poſitively have — more to fay ; 
to you; Leun 40 no Since vou | 
have begun ſo grayely tö "ow about mo- 
rality and Foodheſe, I wult give. you, TY 
Vet I cannot help iar ing, it 1s aÞ pity that 
a man of ſo dittinguiſbed : "Tank, fo noble 
a fortune, wit, and perſonal accompliſh- 
199-8 © Ke wf 
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ments, ſnould throw himſelf away in this 
manner. They mighe have been g̃ronght to 
better account in the world, if that ſtupid 
paſfon of yours for Leonora, and the illneſs 
which followed it, had not turned your brain. 
I thought fo, as foon as I took up your long 
Paſtoral Letter, for J can give it no other 
name. Let we have no tnore ſach epiſtles: 
1 > to hear à ſermon, be- 
Wm; before it is conclu- 
but your — are ten times worſe. 
1. Marquis; and 
tht only excuſe I could make for you to Ma- 
dim d' Aſterre, was. an open 'acknowledg- 
ment of it. Don't be afraid, 1 fbalt give 
no more invitations ;. you have cured me 
pretty well of em. You have caufed me 
mortification enough, and I have been ſuffi- 
ciently rallied on your account. What think 
you then, if your Jetter had been ſhewn? 
Adieu. Uſe the means far your recovery; 
let your ideas be . and . avcom- 
| modate your principles to the mode of the 
age. This. bort leſſon is worth all yow have | 
been preaching about. Principles, have 1 
E 


— 
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RET» Wh T E R xvi: 
Alc n 7 — the ; ae, 5 Valville. Avu0o: 


12412 Nd | 7 Paris, Maj 6. 
Love * led me n and friendſhip 
would corrupt me. I ſee, Valville, you 
turn my reſlections into ridicule. Have 1 
aſſerted any thing that Nature hath not im- 
> TH in every heart, in yours as well as 
Flath a renunciation of an error pre- 

— ds from returning back to myleff, 
and from diſeloſing my heart to a friend? I 
have been guilty of faults, and the conſola- 
tion only remains, that I ſhall be more cau- 
tioùs fof the future. Envy me not in this. 
Thoſe principles and ſentimentz, with which 
F'was more and more penetrated in propor- 
tion as I diſcovered my faults, prevented them 
from becoming criminal. Wich what ſatis- 
faction do I now reflect, that in the midſt of 
all my irregularities my heart continued un- 


Amen and that inter and the love of 
virtue are {Hl happily To theſe 
valuable ſentiments am 1 ia sd; that 


the on, 1'vid not for- 
get the duties I od to friendſhip, to a ſifter, 


aud a family, and tnt 1 zyoided & ſectet 
ven | hier * tom marriage, 


ES 
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0 ch I ſhould been 
Ny A RN 


brought me to deſpair. To theſe ſentiments 
am I indebted, that, after having diſcovered 
that execrable perfidy,. I left in Econora's 
hands thoſe repeated preſents of which a mean 
revenge, like that of La Roche, might have 
deprived her, I am indebted: alſo to the fame 
ſentiments, that I have reſiſted the: laſt and 
moſt violent efforts of love, at the moment 
hen, though. I diſcovered her baſeneſa, I 
could have ſubmitted to her yoke,. And from 
the ſame cauſe, hath ariſen that juſt arerſion 
which. I have to thoſe, criminal connections, 
which, conſtitute. your pleaſures. /, When I 
look hack on my. former life, theſe ſentiments 
are the only part of my. conduct which Ian 
approve... As you have doubtleſs. made trial, 
tell me honeſtly, z is there not a pleaſing charm 

in good actions? Have you not found. that 
oe are attended with, their, own reward 2 
Have they, .ngt giyen vou ag, inward and 
compleat latisfacti ſuch as may be ex- 

ed from happin happineſs? Had you ever.aſery- 
ple before the performance: of, 3 good Aion, 
or, the leaſt remorls after it? Ne, my fiend, 
you, bad nat. Goodneſs is, {till; goodneſs, 


even to the moſt corrupted minds. I have 
P 2 found 
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found From evperience, that the paſſi ons have 
no other effect than that of agitating and dif- 
ofdering the ſoul, and that the only reſult of 
your pleafures was giddineſs and intoxica- 
tion. Virtue, on the other hand, gives a 


tranquillity and ſatisfaction to the ſoul; and, 
by rendering it contented; renders it happy: 
Virtue atone can accompliſhi this work. Phe | 
paſſions have but one object, and pleaſures 


fifs the duty of every ſtation;” whether of a 
Citizen, 4 huſband, a father, or a friend; it 
is of uſe in every cireumſtunee of life ; and 
the motb it is practiſed, the more it is belo- 
Led. Ts it then in paſtons or plenfures, or is it 
M AMrctue, that happineſs muſt he ſought for? 
I ftefiittie T have tired yo read tllere- 
fore nd more. It is" for myſeir alone L am 
Wtiting. Lou and the reſt of the men of 
faſhion, who found your title on a contempt 
of every thing; which, before'y6t-were born, 
attracted'the veneration of mankind; would 

* lingly Contribute your 'endeayolurs 6 an- 


' Hihilate the” ien bf” $rintiplern Do nete 
beg, Tae "of" {0 ſuctecd am expretibn, 


wh" Jour de, what prone, Nee i 
Here. be in ſociety any duties 16 fl; any 
> LAT . ] 
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rights to regard, or any rules to follow, ſome 
Prinriples of morality will be found neceſſary. 
I am not ſpeaking either of religion or laws, 
a diſcuſſion. of which would exceed my 
abilities. I am too profane for the one, and 
I have not capacity for the other, I allude 
only to morals. in general, of which every 
man is ſoon inſtructed and convinced, if be 
will hut take ſome little pains, and give an 
haneft deciſion. You tell me, with an 
air of aſſurance almoſt oracular, that we 
muſt; accommodate our principles to the 
mode of the age. I do not mean to ſet up for 
a cenſor before the age of inheritance; but I 
wilt venture to ſay, that our principles are to 
be accommodated to right reaſon and ſound 
morality, whieh are the ſame at every age 
and in every country. On this maxim muſt 
be formed the man, whether he be conſidered 
as the friend or, the protector of his fellow 
Creatures 

What can — from kim, who re- 


gular the ſyſtem of his conduct by the mode 


aß the age, and by obeying, the empite of that 
[mode ? What can be expected, but that 
either he will debaſe himſelf to ſlavery in the 
mise licenciouſneſs,; or that his very ex- 
iſtence ſhall not be his own; chat his virtues 
ſhould 
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ſhould ariſe only from compact, and his 
merit from ceremony and Policencls. And 


yet this is "exaQly your caſe, and that of 
every man of mode. Referring every thing 
to the vain deſire of pleaſing, elated with 
childiſh pretenſions and trifling ſucceſles, and 
conſining your whole attention to dreſs and 
behaviour, you are ignorant of every real 
duty; you have no idea of thoſe ſacred ties 
which extend and fortify our exi ſence z and 
you will ever remain deſtitute of a country, of 
friends, of wives, and of children, With ſuch 
maxims ab you eſpouſe, we may become the 
epicure, the coxcomb, or the idol of the day: 

With virtue and morality, we may become 
the member of ſociety; and, if circumſtances 
ſhall permit, the father of poſterity. To 
this honour Ido not pretend; but, in order 
to be happy, I will endeavour to be good, to 
be honeſt, and to be virtuous. Misfortunes 
have brought my reaſon to maturity: And if | 
age can be ſaid to conſiſt in acquiring know- 
ledge before the uſual time, and daring to 
make * of i fit, I ny be placed, on an 4 Ate, 
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From the Counteſs de Saint-Sever to Madam 
de Narton. Keg 


f Paris, Maia 

ye Efterday, my dear friend, my brother 

returned to Paris. I know not what 
was the reaſon of ſo quick a departure; but 
he is far from being more chearful than when 
he left me. On the contrary, he is ſo melan- 
choly and ſo weak, that I am under great 
Wenne, As it is abſolutely, neceſſary to 
do« our utmoſt to preycnt any ill conſequences 
from his preſent. deſponding ſituation, the 
phyſician. has adviſed him to go and drink 
the waters either of Plombieres or Bains *. 
I wall give the preference to the laſt men- 
tioned place, becauſe my brother will then 
be in your neighbourhood, and my anxiety 
on his account will be greatly relieved- I 
I beg, my dear friend, that you will take the 
trouble of providing him with a convenient 
apartment near the waters, which it is re- 
commended to him to drink at the ſpring / 
head. You will excuſe him from reſiding at 
your ſeat, which is rather at too great a di- 


ins is in Lorraine, at the diſtance of four leagues 
ſtance, 


from lombieres. 
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ſtance. Adieu. 1 envy my brother's ſitua- 
tion, becauſe he will have ſo many opportu- 
nities of enjoying your company. , 


— _—— 


— * — 


Ts eee 
* ue de Narton to Madam by 
Saint Severe 
Varennes, May 5 

** OU have given me, my dear Counteſs, 
the greateſt pleaſure, in acquainting me 
with your brother's intentions. of coming to 
Bains. I do not, however, ſee any inconveni- 
ences-that would: reſult from his accepting 
an apartment here, as it is not above half a 
league from the Wells. I drink the waters 
myſelf ; they are always brought to me, and 
I never-found they were leſs efficacious here 
than at tbe ſpring. I have, however, complied 
with, your requeſt, and have engaged a con- 
venient lodging. Every thing is in readineſs 
for the arrival af the Marquis, whom we will 
endeavour ta amuſe in the beſt manner we 
are able. This will perhaps be the moſt eſ- 
ſential part of the cure; if he can once, re- 
cover his chearfulneſs, he will get rid of the 
reſt of his illneſs: And to this end, however 
_ diſguſting; the artificial amuſements of Paris 


may 
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may have been, Gur pleafurts, which. are ſirũ· 


ple and natural, may be more ſucceſsful. 
have great expeUations likewiſe from the fa- 
cisfatis ion he will receive from the family of 
Madam de Ferval. Reft, therefote, dae 

that I ſhall neglect nothing, which can 
ſibly contribute to the re- eſtabliſhment 
former health. 


32 
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From Matti de Saint Sever to Madam de 


Narton. 


Paris Mey 28. 

| Y brother propoſes my dear friend, to 
ſet out for Bains to-morrow morning, 

It is an equaPFVappittefs to him and to myfelf, 
that he will have fo good an opportunity of 
receiving affiftance from you. His melan- 
choly ſituation will affect you much; but I 
have greater hopes from thoſe obliging atten- 
tions you will afford him, than from the 
waters. The amiable Mr. de Ferval will 
accompany him. This ineſtimable friend, 
VII ucts her the fame, has made allibe 
neceſſary 'preparitings for the Journey. As 
Vor. I. <Q the 
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mee phyſician has given his opinion that it is 
beſt to drink the waters every morning at 
the ſpring, my brother intreats you will ex- 
cuſe him from reſiding with you; but he will 
| nevertheleſs have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
every day. I will not inſult your friendſhip 
by recommending my brother to your care; 
whoſe departure, from what cauſe I know - 
not, gives me the greateſt ſatisfaction. I en- 
tertain the moſt ſanguine hopes of ſeeing 
him, at his return to Paris, perfectly re- eſta- 
bliſhed in health and tranquillity; at leaſt I 
have the conſolation of reflecting, that he 
cannot be in better hands, 


- 
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